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ff the Walls
Crabiness continuous

By NANCY WALLS SMITH

1t's finally happened. I had a feeling
it would. I'm turning into my mother!

Today when I heard myself yell at
the kids, *‘Bring that food back in this
house; we're not here to feed the
whole neighborhood!” it was like an
echo from the past. How many mil-
lionss of times had my own mother said
those exact words to me? And how
many millions of times had I thought,
“Geez, what a crab!”

1 hear tell that once crabbiness
starts setting in, there's just no tum-
ing back to the good-natured self you
once were. I didn’t want to grow up to
be the “bad guy.” When you have
kids, somehow it just turns out that

way.

I can remember as a child I made a
great many solemn vows conceming
the type of mother I was going to be
some day. I would never be selfish and
would always let my kids give away
all the fruits, candies or cakes they
wanted to share with their little
friends. We could always get more at
the grocery store.

I would take my children on picnics
whenever they wanted to go. Or at
least serve meals to them in the back-
yard whenever they requested it. After
all, it would be no trouble and it would
make them happy.

1 also wasn't going to get all worked
up over little things like fingerprints
on the walls or pop spilled on the car-

silliness as keeping the house clean,

As a child, I firmly believed that if
someone wanted something, you
should naturally give it to them.
Unfortunately, my mother didn't share
this philosophy which caused me to
think at times that she was a terrible
meania.

So here I sit, a terrible grown-up
meanie, I won’t let my kids give away
food (that is, I tell them not to, They
do anyway). 1 seldom serve them
Iunch outside becatrse they have a ten-
dency to wander away from their
meals while the bugs romp amid the
juice and jam. And, what's worse, 1
don't buy or give them everything they
ask for.

1 guess I'm just a failure as a
mother. I've been known to yell and

)

scream and occasionally even spank a
bottomn. I'm nothing like the mother 1
had planned on being,

But the really spooky part is that
someone else has tumed out to be that
vision of kindness and warmth that
was once my ideal. My own dear
mother, “Mrs. Scream & Screech of
1858, has turned out to be the ole
softie who lets the kids do, have and
act any way, and any how they want.

This lady, who used to go into an
apoplexy if I happened to set a glass
on the coffee table without a coaster
under it, would not get the least bit
upset if her grandchildren spread a
layer of peanut butter all over that
same table. Instead, she would just
smile and remark on how cute they
are when they're expressing them-
selves creatively.

So I've turned into my mother, and
my mother has tumed into what I
wanted to be, and the kids have turned
into. . . .Oh, my, this is getting con-
fusing. There is a moral here some-
where, but I'm much too crabby today
totry to figure it out.

Getting your
news printed

When you submit information for an article in
the Southfield Eccentric, keep in mind the follow-
ing hints,

By following these recommendations, you will
save delays. awoid errors and help insure that
malerial submitted for publication can be fully
considered.

First, be certain to give us complete informa-
tion. It is better to submit too much information
than too little.

When an individual’s name is used in an article,
be sure to give us the first and last name. For
example. you and members of your church may
kmow that Rev. Smith’s first name is John, but our
other readers may not,

Be certain the information is readable. Tilegible
information is the prime cause of errors in any
newspaper.

Be sure to include your own name and phone
rumber. If you have omitted information or if we
cannct read your writing, _we will still have a
means of checking the information.

If you plan to include a photograph with the
article, be sure it's a good one. A sharp black and
white photograph is best. Color photes will work if
they're in focus and with good contrast.

Send your material to: The Southfield Eccentric.
2170 W. Nine Mile, Southfield, MI 48034, Send
items at least one week prior to the date of
publication.

Modern Office,Inc.

WAYNE STATE UNIVERSITY
COLLEGE OF LIFELONG LEARNING

® presents o
A New Telecourse for Credit

DESIGNING
HOME INTERIORS

Sept. 18 - Nov. 24, 1978 = on WTVS,

Channel 56
M-WEF . :30 2.m.
Repeated 230 pm.
For More Information Call 577-3313

Rite T o

America's
Finest*

Largest Selection
in the Area.

LEE'S & KARASTAN CARPET

THE COST OF NEW FURNITURE

Office Supplies @ Desks

Printing @ Chairs

Office Equipment @ Lamps .
Rubber Stamps @ Sofas

Interior Design Service @ Accessories

20%-50% Savings on all
LAMPS in stock

20% savings on all
3-Ring Binders &
oose Leaf Notebooks

in stock

One week only. Now through
September 8, 1978
with mention of this ad. ‘
|

Yoy,

* 642:5600
Mon.-Fri. 8:00-5:00 31535 Southfield Road
{between 13 & 14 Mile Roads)

ML

BOTH SALES
ENDING SOON!

This is your last chance to save as Gorman’s sale enters its
final week. So hufrry to Gorman's Troy and save up to 20% on
103 settings of Drexel and Heritage. . . or to Gorman’s in South-
field and save up to 50% on the big international names. Better
yet, come to both stores and really save!

Sale ends Labor Day!
THE GREAT MIDSUMMER SALE AT

GORIRIS

Phone 649-20

GORMAN’S TROY

The Drexel Heritage Showea:
W. BIG BEAVER AT DRU%S. TROY

Open Daily 10 (o 6. Mon.. Thurs. Fru tl 9,
Sun. Noon to 5-30.

of Fine Furniture
TELEGRAPH AT 12 MILE, SCUTHFIELD
Phone 353-9880
Open Daily 10 to 6. Mon.. Thurs.. Fri il 9,

Closed Sundays
8cdraom turniture ot avarlable ai Tetegrasn A store

> GORMAN'S GALLERY

at’lowest prices
o

7 Mile at Miadiebelt
fr

across from Outside
Livonis Mall Brighton Matl o asor rage 0 v _— |
4'7":5:8360 1-227-1314 WP Conenent Toms o avatabio.  ISEN

'/ 8497 W, Grand River

and contemporary pattems.

Let us restore your heifooms ...
pieces. All work compleled in our own shop. Crafts-
manship and materials are superior. Choose from
hundreds of smart new decorator fabrics in traditionat

Call for Free Estimate ... 642-0480
Decorators to assist you!
VAN Interiors and Upholstery Co._

re-style favorite

Labor Day Special

Don’t let Summer's End get you down!

0.00 off any Room for One Night

One Coupon Per Room Per Night

Good for

Fri. Sept. 1
Sat. Sept. 2
Sun. Sept. 3
Mon. Sept. 4

Advance Reservation Necessary

oL must pre

s
at the Inn

Fine Dining ¢ Live Entertainment

Dancing e Wide Screen TV

ont this coupon upon check-in

it thre Sept 4. 1978

chp here

;
Swimming
Volleyball
Tennis (within 5 minutes)

The light touch. Just the right touch.
Suit accessory working together....
effortlessty. Because elegance comes
easy at O'brien’s.

Qbrien’s...for men of the world.
Suits From $145.00 to $700.00

3 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS;

* GRANDLAND {Fenkell at Grand River) 835-1424
« NORTHLAND {LOT B) 5695485

* LIVONIA (7 Mie at Farmington Rd) 4780080

Al Siores Open Sunday 12 105 p.m.




