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The elegant sandals of fall! Lots of light

of sexy bareness. Lots of

high-stepping heel. These, by Andrew Geller

suede. $40. A glimpse of the

dazzling footwork we have in mind for you.
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PIERCE STREET SHOES

Madelyn Coe, Detroit's “first lady of
fashion" and the executive vice-presi-
dent of the Renaissance Center retail
shops, has been translating French
fasion panache into Midwestern fash-
ion verve for so many years that she
laughs at her own recollections.

Just back from the Paris showings
where she previewed the current offer-
ings. Ms. Coe recalled her first trip
there in 1952. In those days, she ven-
tured to Paris as the J.L. Hudson fash-
ion director.

“At that time,” said Ms. Coe, “the
yet-to-bud genius of the likes of Ung-
aro and Courreges was obscured in the
back room at Balenciaga, their
famous mentor.™ The couture clothes
of Balenciaga were among the first
Paris originals she brought to Detroit
26 years ago.

There have been many changes
since then, she explained. Among
them, the opening of Detroit’s Renais-
sance Center and the designer bou-
tiques of Lanvin, Valentino, Cour-
reges, les must de Cartier. Halston
and Charles Jourdan. It was the
designer boutiques which took Ms, Coe
to Paris this time to buy merchandise.

Nevertheless, with her fashion
antennae buzzing, she accomplished a
feat of gargantuan proportions when
she took in the entire Paris fashion
scene. Upon her return, she shared her
impressions of the French collections
and a patter of amusing, earthy anec-
dotes at a press luncheon.

No wide-eyed innocent when it
comes o the show-biz aspects of
designed showings, Ms. Coe ad libbed,
“They have cleaned up their act.” She
immediately took exception to one
designer showing. where, she said, alt
the models came out in reefer coats to
the accompaniment of “Singing in the

“Which you can imagine,” said Ms.
Coe, “was a real crapped-up scene.

“We all knew it was time for a
fashion change, "said Ms. Coe. 1 have
been walching the evolution for sev-
eral years. You knew something was
going to happen. but you didn't know
exactly what.”

And. unlike years before when
women decided they would no longer
be dictated to, there isn't an “exactly
what this season.

“There is a feeling of an influence

from the past. But the designers are
too much aware of what's going on
today. They realize we are all individ-
uals, and we want to express ourselves
that way.”

The French couturiers are very
aware that today’s fashionable women
express a personal style, she said.
Their new influence is very apparent.

“There is a new ambiance in fash-
ion. 1 call it ‘Contemporary Chic.’ We
have been through an era of folklore,

Cowrreges favors earthtones of
beige, brown and camel for his
viscose flounced anorzk with
stand-up collar, left, and separate
pairing, above. Knitted sleeveless
waist-coat with gathered walst is
an alternative to the vest. Renas-

peasantry. layered. casual-sportive
and now it is time for a change."

The change. she said. is in new
shapes. new silh

sance World of Shops.

eased 50 you don't look as if you are
strangled to death in it.
"Btnfwalch the cans. girls.” she

“They have widened the shoulders
without making you look as if you have
a coat hanger inside your jacket." In
keeping with the widened shoulder.
bottoms are narrowing.

“Years ago, we had to wear a
girdle. but today's narrow skirt is

with a waggle of a finger.
“They're going to be showing a bit."
With the silhouelte change. pre-
dicted Ms. Coe. comes a move upward
in hemlines. “When you narrow the
silhouette. you have to watch where
the length hits the leg. There was
every kind of length going on in Paris.
‘They made some short dancing clothes

which make sense because it is easier
to dance in short skirts.” Otherwise,
she said. lengths remain pretty much
mid-calf.

Fall. said Ms. Coe. will herald the
retum of the chic woman.

“Women want to look chic. smart
and ultra-sophisticated. from the top
of their heads to their shoes.” she
said. Ms. Coe defines contemporary
chic as “Drop Dead Chic." A look that

(Continued on page 9A)

Original
Sculptures
in Gold

ing up beautifully —
the night mood is idisco. The look is your
own. Gowns that g6 to all fengths to please.
Extravagant tops over skififly pants. Fabrics?
Everything from’ nostalgic to sheer delights.
Applaud! Applaud! A sp\.e‘cial season of very
special dressingf

PENDLETON, USA

Tortans as traditional as Pendleton can make
them. Bold plaids in th f the grang
dlans. Fashion styling in a tailored jacke of quality
100% virgin wool. S130.

$910

YUKI, the most exclling creative design talent in jewelry today. His brilliant, innovative sculp-
tures in gold and diamonds takes the art of fine ring design right into the 21st Century.
Each YUKI ring is truly a unique creation, like no other in the worid. Modem as tomorrow, yet
beautiful in every sense of today's most

sophisticated taste. Each has the
unmistakable stamp of pure genlus.
Come in, experience the YUK! collection
and you'll immediately entertain the
thought of owning your own YUKI
original.

Nawrot

PenpDLETON.

147 Pierce Street
Birmingham ShOp

645-2260

Lake Jewelers

100 S. WOODWARD (313) 644-5315
BIRMINGHAM, MICHIGAN 48011

249 Pierce Street in Birminghan.. Phone: 644-7200
Open daily from 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Thursday night to 9 p.m.
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