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Graduation hits

Mercy has ‘an awful lot to prove’

By TOM BAER

Nobody could blame Larry Baker if
he shed a tear or two during Our Lady
of Mercy's graduation ceremonies last

Baker, the basketball coach at the
-girl parachial school in Farmington
Hills, watched four exceptionally-tal-
ented players receive their diplomas
and march off to college. Those girls—
Diane Dietz, Katie McNamara,
Brown and Lynn Yadach—
were instrumenta in leading Mercy to
a 250 record and a state Class A
championship last season,

That title—earned by beating
Detroit Mumford, 63-52, in the finals in.
Michigan State University's Jenison
Fieldhouse last Dec. 17—has a special
significance for Baker. Baker, begin-
ning his fourth season as Mercy's
coach, had advanced his team all the
way to the finals in the two previous
seasorss, only to lose the big game.

Well. the frustration has ended and

Mercy's Deanne Banfield struggles with two Harrison players dur-

ing last season's district tournament.

state champs

Mercy has finally shaken off its sec-
ond-best status., Bit now that Baker
has the state championship, he may no
longer haye the personnel to defend it.
Baker, hdwever, remains confident
this year's team can be a winner
despite the loss of all that talent

through gra on.
© “I'know we have a lot to prove yet,

but we’ll definitely be competitive,”
said Baker, whose team opens its sea-
son Sept. 19 at home against non-
league Southfield High.

“I really don't feel a lot of pressure
to win,” he said. “I probably feel it
less than the kids. They feel fike they
have an awful lot to live up to. But if
they lose a game, it won't be the end
of the world. I'm not conceding any at
this peint, byt I know they won't string
me up over here over a couple of

DEANNE BANFIELD, a &foot-7
senior forward who played a key role
in the tourname: season, is
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Mercy’s only returning starter. She’ll
join guard Gretchen Larges (54), who
played quite a Lit last year, to form
Mercy's nucleus.

Senior Laura Zwiller (5-8) will pro-
vide some **badly-needed rebounding"
in Baker's words, and senior Anne
Haubold (55) should see plenty of
action as starters. Baker has two
promising juniors in Carolyn Chapman
(56) and Pat Schneider (5-3), who led
last year's reserve team in scoring.
Freshman Denise Basford (56) has
the distinction of being the first fresh-
man to make a Baker squad.

“We've had some pretty competitive

ctice sessions so far, and some of
these kids are looking good,” Baker
said “What we don’t have at this point
are the superstars. But we’ll be very
competitive, I have no doubt about
that. We'll have a good defensive club.

“Right now I'm not sure who'll be
doing the scoring, although I know
some of them can score. Well be
doing a lot of shultling of girls in and

“ out of the lineup becase we'll be a

nnmmgtem;. .

“Compared to last year, we're a
litle short on height,” Baker said.
“We could get hurt if Deanne or Laura
get into foul trouble because we don't
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Farmington cage squads
gear up for girls’ season

By TOM BAER Farmington opens its Sept. 12 at West
. season on Tuesday Bloomfield, and Harri-
Farmington High has (Sept. 12) at home son entertains Novi High
several experienced against Redford Union. Sept. 14,
girls” basketball players  Farmington’s other two Lekovish, who has
this season, so coach public high schools, Har-  coached girls’ basketball
Bob Lekovish’s Falcons rison and North Farm- at Farmington since its
look like a good bet to ington, also begin their inception in 1975, will be
girls’ basketball seasons  starting five experienced

improve on last year's 5-
16 showing.

this week. North opens

seniors this season. They

Harrison's Linda Bache (32).gains experience in 2 1977 game,

include Weidy Dierkes

‘Theresa Jourdan - (5-11).
A junior, Julie Tadr-
zynski (6-0) should give
the Falcons some added
strength on the boards.

“We're experienced

quick and
s0 I guess
ints,

beginning her third sea-
son on the varsity. Other
returnees are senior
Kathy Corbett (57), and
juniors Linda Bache (5
5), Linda Tremeonti (5
10) aniﬁBeul ml'slley 154).
“All five girls are very .
ood shuoteg

strong paints,” Redford
said “But I know we'll

[13) (4

tave the height on the bench. My
backup center is quite tall, but she's
an inexperienced sophomore. "

MERCY, A MEMBER of the Catho-
lic League, also has a conference title
to defend. The Catholic League has
wuﬁrg:m & realignment this season
ith Mercy being shifted to the Cen-
tral Division along with Harper Woods
Gallagher, which won the state
Qlass B title and didn't graduate a girl
from that team. The other Central
Division teams are .Birmingham
ian, Detroit Dominican and Har-
per Woods Regina.

Mercy also has some tough non-
league opponents on its schedulr
Besides Southfield, Mercy-has sched- |,
uled Walled Lake Central, which gave
the Marlins a real tussle in the dis-
tricts last season. Always-strong
Southfield-Lathrup and the two Ann
Arbor schools, Pioneer_and Huron,
round out Mercy's non-league

opponents,

“I'm reat happy with our schedule,”
Baker said. “It’s the most competitive
we've ever had It's the '?n&way to

ules are the best
gllamr tournaments, and &raegps-
what basketball is all about."”

schedules

NOKTE FARMINGTON
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Bloemfield, 8:15 p.m.; Sept. 14-at Plymauth Salem,
3—Deartorn

OUR LADY OF MERCY

/ARSITY SCHEDULE—Sept. 19—Souhfield High,
.7 Sept. 31—at South
Sept. 26-Am Artor Ploee

ield-Latkrup, 6:18 p.m.;
e, ¢ pm.i Sept. Tt
3—at Ann Arbor
Marian

Mercy coach Larry Baker holds a strategy session during last sea-
sou's Class A state finals. (Staff photos by Gary Friedman)
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