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QuakersWeighing One-City Decision After Debate

By EMORY DANIELS
Some 75 Quakers gathered
in the First Presbyterian
Church of Farmington Moaday
night,

The occaslon was to discuss
the pros and cons of consolida-
ton and what it can and cannot
do for Quakertown.

The meeting, sponsored by

the Joint Study Commlttee, fea-
tured a debate between Gerald
Ellsworth and Richard Habicht
with Village President Bob Or-
1ans moderating,
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for the consolidation charter
commission, Ellsworth Isin
favor of consolidation, and Ha-
bicht {s opposed,

ELLSWORTH BEGAN witha
histortcal sketch pointing out
Quakertown was Incorporated
as a village tn 1059, The vil-
lage 1s now a 1.5 square mile
area and s part of the township
from which It was created,
he sald,
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“We reglster and vote in the
township, pay taxes tothe town-
ship and receive township and
county services,

«“For the past 10 years, the
village has served auseful ser-
vice, It's a small, rural com-
munity, and it’s too bad we
can’t keep it this way. But there

are too many forces working
against us to maintain the status
quo.”

He reminded his listeners
that both the MSU study and
Donald Oakes’ study recom-
mended that the villages should
be a part In the fncorporation
of the township, be it through
consolidation or incorporation.

AS PART OF a new clty,
Ellsworth satd, the village wiil
gain the advaniage of a better
tax base upon which to bulld
services,

It is not necessarily true
that taxes will go up with a
new clty, “Taxes are a result
of service requirements,” he
explained, “it is ppssible the
charter could find efficlency
in a combined government unit
50 there could be some sav-
ings.,”

But, he cautioned, 90 per cent
of the viilagers' tax bills goes
to the school district, “Your
tax budget will not be less at
any time. But taxes won't go
up just because we change form
of government,'*

.

ELLSWORTH THEN told the
audience about the incorpor-
ation and annexation petitions
that had been filed that morn-
ing. If a negative vote results
Nov. 4, he explained, fmmed-
fately the Incorporation peti-
tions will come fnto belng,
“You will have to face up to 2
city vote whether you like It or
not.!"

Under incorporation pro-
ceedings, he added, the village
vote would not be counted sep-
arately; under consolidation,
the village has a velo over both
the question and the charter.

If the township Incorporates
without the viliages, he said,
Quakertown would have to as-
sume the burdens of a township
government, It would cost Qua-
kertown 10 mills only to pro-
vide 24-hour police protection
compared to the 2.5 mills vil-
Iagers pay to the township for
police protection, he said,

“That's just one example of
the high cost of going 1t alone,
Another problem: where would
we get the people torunour vil-
lage?

«“Consolidation gives us a
chance to preserve whatwe
nave. If we don't consolidate,
the township will Incorporate
and we'll. bave competition be-
tween two nelghboring citles,
We could lose 2 lot of things."”

IF CONSOLIDATION passes
Nov. 4, he continued, the vil-
lage will get one vote out of

nine on the charter commis-
ston plus the veto power on
the charter, “Since we have
no veto under Incorporation,
we can play a much larger
role in molding the futuré un-
der consolidation, It we vote
‘o’ now, we lose that chance,”

Ellsworth, sald he would like
the charter to protect the vil-
lage’s zonlng. It might be pos-
sible, he sald: “At least we
can try,”

Ellsworth  concluded
asking two questions:

How can we deny our nelgh-
bors the possibility of seelng
what the charter might say?
And:

1f we vote “no’ how can the
village py for its services it
has to go it alone?

I
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HABICHT BEGAN by saylng:
“We can keep the village just
Uke {t is, and the wuy to do
that {s to vote 'no,’

The village has an important
function incontrolling its roads,
he sald. There may be a need
for road improvement in the
township, he added, but the vil-
1age has good roads.

“Special assessment {s the
way to !mprove roads and not
by spreading the cost to peo-
ple who have good roads.”

Hablcht claimed both Brit-
fany Drive and Quaker Valley
Rd. could be opened for through
traffic under a new city. “But
that won't happen if we remain
a village, Our volce will be pret-
ty small as part of a 36-square
mile city.’”

He pointed out that apart-
ments are being bullt right up
to the village imitseventhough
the village has consistently de-
nled multiple zoning,

“I think the people in the
township have a dlfferent view-
point than we do because they
sure have zoned for 2 lot of
apartments, 1 don‘t think we
want apartmeuts,*’

Habicht said the village has
existed for 10 years in a spirit
of harmony, withaut politicking,
pettiness and devious maneu-
vers.

Incorporation of the township
was voted upon twice and de-
feated hoth times, he said. “It
can be defeated agaln.

“Annexation is no threat at
all to Quakertown, What would
we lose?” He pointed out that
90 per cent of the taxes go to
the school district and county,
Even if the city annexes the
towship’s industrial area, he
sald, the Industrial areas will
still be in the school district
and county.

. .

HABICHT THEN turned to
the question of how much it
wquld cost the village to ?)it
alone. Quakertoau has an
come of $18,000 a year from
the state, he said, of which
§7,000 goes for roads and$11,-
000 for the general fund. After
the 1970 census, this amount
will increase,
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1t the village levied the 4.2
mills i now pays to the town-
ship, Quakertown would have
another $20,000 without anyad-
ditional tax, Habicht addeu to
this $3,000 for a one per cent,
collectfon fee on taxes,

“That's over $40,000 a year
without any change in taxes,’”
Habicht sald, Millage could be
added §f needed, he sald, One
mill levied in the village would
Tatse $6,000. Or for the resi-
dent with a $40,000 home, one
mill would cost $20 a year,

“For 10 years, we have used
road modey at the most local-
1zed level,” he concluded, “If
we consolidate, we give up that
privilege,”

e

IN REBUTTAL, - Eilsworth:

said; 1 try to be a réalish, .

There are some things we must
face we don’t ke, We don't
have contrdl over so many
things that happen around us."

Eilsworth said  vlllagers
drive on more roads than just
subdivision roads in the vil-
lage,
the entire area Wurklng t
gether,”
Quaker Rds.

Valley were

Michigan Bankard

a problem. “It's a legitimate
polnt, but that is why It 1s
important for the village to
have a say in the charter draw-
ing.

“If you vote ‘no,' the village
won't getachance to say 'boo.’

With or without consolidatien,
he added, the county or state
could open both roads through
the power of eminent domain,

Speaking  on  apartments,
Ellsworth sald: «I don't want
any more elther, and I'm tired
of political hack answers we
are getting from sou-knos-
where.

“You can't stick your head
in the sand and think you can
live happily ever after. There

“We need 2 total view of *

He admitted Brittany Dr, and
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is too much petty pofiucs out-
stde of our community, and I'm
tired too,
“T want our volce heard, and
this 15 the way to get itheard.”
* ¥ &

IN REBUTTAL, Habicht sald:
“You say we sHouldn't vote
00" and deny our nelghbors the
chance to see a charter, Well,
a ‘yes’ vole Nov. 4 Is just one
step closer. A rumor or panic
the day before the charter elec-
tion might force us to adopt 2
charter,*

= Realtor News =

B. F.
Chamberlain

Most of us employ a .
Jawyer when we need one, :
bearing in mind the old
adage, ‘A man who acts
as his own lawjet has a
fool for a client

Often. too, it is foolish
10 try to sell your own
house. The first step in
selling anything is tp set a
fair price. This we can do
for you since we are con-
stantly in tune with the
market. You avoid taking
less than your place is
worth, or of pricing it so
high that it won't sell.

hen. too. we can show
\aur property to properly

ened’” prospects.
That i3, 1o peaple who
want the featiifes your
home offers and can af-
ford it. Many times we
know several possibic
buyers at the lime we
take the listing. If not, we
advertise it at our ex-
pense and try to interest
others in your house.

Also, we can help the
buyer to arrange the fi-
nancing necessary. We
know ail the local sources
of mortgage money and
the details of other financ-
ing methods.

As you know, we ac-
company a prospective
buyer and explain the fea-
tures of your home, help
him to see how it meets
his needs, answer his
questions. Unlike an own-
er. we don't resent prying
into construction details or
“mentally” remodeling. *

- R SR

And remember. we
have to deliver RESULTS
or we don’t get paid
There is no charge for our
service unless we sell
your property at a price
acceptable to you. Fair
enough?
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in'town. And for a coupl® of good reasons. The first extra
you'll get is lower monthly payments. Secondly, a Metro
Auto Loan is easy to arrange. Call any office of Metro-
politan National Bank of Farmington before you buy your
new car and you will learn how arrangements can be made
to clear away all the paper work before you ever step into
a dealer’s showroom. Pick out the new car you want, but be
sure to get the best financing deal around. See Metro first.

000 10 e

METRO
o/

MAN OFFICE
33205 Grand River
Near Farmington Rd.

4741000

. MEMBER FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION _

metropolitan

national

of farmington

REDFORD OFFICE
25719 Grond River
Neor Beech Doly
KE 89400

bank

QUAKERTOWN .-
277500 Farmington Read
Near 12 Kile Rd.

476911 .




