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Chrysler honcho
‘staying active |

since retirement

By JEANNE WHITTAKER

Cartoonists make their living by
; slereotyping people. Consider the
- retiree. We have seenhimas a portly
. gentleman

hanging a ** Gone Fish.

+ Ing” sign on the door of his executive *
- Suite.

;  The caricature does not suit retiree
+ Lynn Townsend, of Bloomfield Hills.
. A more appropriate picture of the
, former Chrysler Corp. chairmen
would feature an athletic figure,
" Hawailan shirt tails flying, behind
:the wheel of a reconditioned
* convertible.
. Relired for the past three years,
Townsend and his wife Ruth are bus-

ier now than before. Instead of one -

* job as the chairmen of the number
three auto maker, Townsend is chair-
man of two local civic enterprises
2nd president of a condominium
association in Hawaii,

. Of his decision to end a Zh-year

« essociation with Chrysler, Townsend

d:

seid:

“I hadn't particularly thought
. about or planned for retirement. The
- idea just came to me. We were going
: to Alaska right away so I didn't
+ spend much time thinking about it
» efter it happened. I just made up my
- mind to get out of that situation.”

These days, Townsend said he
. maintains a detached posture toward
the corporation.

“I terminated with Chrysler. No,
I'm not on the board. I raised both
{Chairman) John Riccardo and
. (President) Gene Cafiero and 1 have
: great confidence in them.
- "I never believed that a person
" who has been honcho should look

aver the shoulder of the top cat. He
; should have the run of the alley. 1
+ think it's the fairest way.” -

“I've never been one of these hard

, driving, had to-do it 2ll myself
- people. 1 was more of a delegating
type. Ruth (his wife) used to say 'If

you keep on, yott're going to organize

. yourself out of a job’,”

He has a variety of interests cur-
reqily, including the chairmanship of
the Michigan Opera Theater, co-
chairmanship of the Economic
Growth Corporation, and the presi-
dency of a inil Tati

garden, pointing out which trees
reed attention, it is evident that
Townsénd has great vitality.

““For 40 years I worked every day.
Thave not had a lot of time to do the
things I like. I still don't.

“When I was with Chrysler, I had
150,000 people helping me."”

Now. without secretary or-staff to
help him organize daily activities, he
has more respect for the amount of
time it tekes to get routine things

done.

“I'd say 1 am better adjusted now
than I was three years ago,” he said.
“I had one of -the toughest jobs
around. Would I go back? No.”

Ruth Townsend also said she is bet-
ter adjusted now than at the time of
her husband’s retirement.

When Townshend announced he
was leaving the corporation, she
decided to retire from many of her
avie responsibilities, including the
chairmanship of Children’s Hospita!
of Michigan.

“I've changed quite a bit,” she
said “Mainly because we are away
so much. But still, life expects you to
get up in the morning."”

Both agree that one of the benefits
of Townshend's retirement is the
ahility to call 2 halt to activity in the
middle of a morning and sit down for
acup of coffee together.

And then, there is more time for
traveling together. They went on an
18day tour of China two years 2go.

At the time, there was speculation
that he was traveling there as a
guest of the Chinese governmert to
consult on 2utomotive affairs.

Townshend said that wasn't true.
‘The trip was the result of a request
for entry made by the Lexington
(Ky.) Chine Study Group, of which
they are members.

“It was a terribly hard trip," Ruth
recalls. “Everybody was sick. I cer-
tainly wouldn't recommend it to 2ny-
one who has health problems.™

“We did so much traveliig when
he was with the international divi-
sion. but we never had time to study
where we were going. This time we
really studied. That's the way we zre
going from now on.”

Regarding speculation over
motives for trip, Townsend said the
ive factory he visited

on Maui where they own property.
The two former jobs, he said, are a
; Pleasure. The latter is another story.
“I spend a lot of time with Mich-
' igan Opera Theater,” he said. The
; organization is the 13th largest of the
* 50 regional opera companies affil-
: iated with the National Opera
¢ Institute. : :
: Under Townsend’s conservative
; fiscal leadership. the theater's
: budget this year reached $1 million.
» Aninteresting sidelight to the associ-
+ ation, he said, is that he receives
+ Piano lessons from Karen DiChiera,
: wife of the director of the opera
* company.

©  TOWNSEND is also co-chairman
» of the Economic Growth Corpo-
+ ration, which he and former GM
. chairman James Roche helped found
; this year. The organization, he said,
: is an ideal partner to New Detroit
* and Detroit Renaissance.
< New Detroit was crealed following
: the 1967 riot to improve commu-
« mications and fund projects that 2id
! education, minority employment,
. criminal justice, and community ills.
; Detroit Renaissance was formed in
1971 o assist with downtown devel-
. opment. The Economic Growth
. Corp., Townsend said, was founded
o retain existing business and
; encourage new business within the

. 'S quasi-public private corpo-
. retion,” Townshend said. “‘Everyone
. is involved in bringing Detroit
! R -

. “Everyone is pitching in to help,”
: said Ruth, who is no stranger at pull-
1 ing groups together to aid civic and
+ charitable activities of the city.
. Theone job that he holds, which
. meither of them tries to hide a dis-
+ taste for, is the presidency of their
+ condominium association on Maui
i “Working on condo boards is some-
+ thing eise 2gain,” he said.
! “We meet four times a year, but
+ we zre slways there for one problem
+ or another. In a way it's more diffi-
7 cult than being chairman of
er.”

The problem with his association,
he said, is that there is no way he
can regulate his peers.

Why assume such responsibility,
ot to mention the 2mount of work it
involves? He shrugs and admits he
¢ had no idea the job induded this

many headaches.
'WATCHING him stroll through the

one
produced trucks that looked like
American models of the '30s.

“There just is no reference for
comparison,” he said.

THOUGH THEY have spent little
more than two months of the year in
Bloomfield Hills since his retire-
ment, the Townsend residence
retains the aura of a much cared for
home. *

Built in the ‘505, the house is a
. 7
modern, multi-level structure,
Judicious pruning lets light filter
through trees to the house 2nd 2 ter-
raced hillside leading to the edge of a
nearby lake.

Inside, the living and bedroom por-
tions of the house look out into the
tree tops. i

A lower level contains a swimming
pool that Townsend uses every day
that he is home. Everywhere there is
evidence of the couple’s interest in
Oriental art.

“We've done a lot of talking about
living out of two homes,” he said.
Their involvement with the associ-
ation on Maui makes it increasingly
hard to maintain two homes.

Seven years ago, he explains, they
and their three children invested in
13 condominiums being built on the
island.

The care needed to keep the five
they still own ready for rental keeps
them there much of the time.

“We decided to sell the others
when we realized this investment
was supposed to be fun, but wasn't,”
he said.

Selected
Mark-Downs

for
GRAND OPENING

Sasson

Sisely

Chemin de Fer
and many more

REAR ENDS

Hours: Thurs. Fri. 10-8
Mon., Tues., Wed., Sat. 10-6
353-4353

This Sunday Only Open 12-5

ROLAND OPTICS

Bausch & Lomb Softlens
$150.00

Includes:

«Complete eye examination by Dr. Roland
*All necessary visits for 1 year
eAsceptor kit

30 Day Trial Plan

Over 30 years of experience in
the contact lens field

Call for appointment
358-2920

Offer Ends Nov. 1, 1978
29959 Northwestern Hwy.

Opening Soon

THE BAKER'S LOAF

in time for your
holiday bakery needs

Everything baked fresh
daily on premise

Phone: 354-LOAF
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 8-6

N

foo 0 )3

Carry out service

available

352-0710

Featuring foundations, day-
wear, sleepwear, robes, and
leisurewear

We think our cuisine
is extra-special. We feature 6
different omeletts, 10 different salads (plus a
salad bar), 2 finely seasoned, flavoriul soups par
jour, and the finest pasiry selection this side of

Mon-Thurs 11 am-1 am
Fri & Sat 11 am-4 am

Paris. Our choices in coffees, teas, and drinks are

as extensivé as you'll find anywhere.

Please Come & Enjoy.

Grand Opening Sale

Entire stock of
designer boots

15% OF

Sale ends Saturday. October 21st

ZANDILANR

Designer Shoes & Accessories

352-7217

Another isa 15 year old
Dodge Dart convertible, which
belonged to his late sister.

They flew to Florida last January
to collect the turquoise colored car
with plans to renovete it. Within the
next few weeks they plan to drive it
west for transportation on the island,

Ruth recails the trip from Florida,
“We were kind of nervy. it looked
just like 2 tramp deal.”

‘The perils were many, she said.
After they got undérway Townsend
told her that the car had barely

passed the state i and then
only with the help of a nearby
Qevrolet dealership.

Considering the time that it gener-
ally tekes to complete repairs, did

nd consider using his name

and former title to speed the job?

“No,” he said with 2 smile. “They
thought I was just znother tourist in
trouble, which I was,”

at Inkster Road

Enrichment classes set

+ Enrichment classes typing, speed reading tration may be obtained

\Gesigned especially for and study skills, wres- from the community

sjunior high students are  tling and many others, servicoes department,
642-4010.

Northwestern Hwy

sfeing offered by the Bir-  pegtrations are now A Bright New Store with Silk Screened :
‘munity services Mg eccepted at the jons also are Graphic Fabrics and Accessories ;
Ed:panmun. Center for being accepted for the 29823 Northwastern Huwy. . .

Continuing  Education - o4 ) district’s Super Southfield, Michigan

Saturday program for . Applegate Square
kindergarten through 356-0¢

sixth grade students. :

a will run from Monday thns Saturday 10 am. to 5 p.m, -Thursdays til 8 p.m.
Oct. 21 to Dec. 2.

o ety (BCCE), ™5 Purdy.
‘sowmobile salety train.  S1as5€s will start
+ing, bicycle tune-up, pho- raay. .
‘amgmph , guitar, yoga, Further information
- s y " Y
omultimedia first aid, art,  about classes and regis-




