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‘Battle lines drawn in recall petition drive

By STEVE BARNABY
Farmington Hills

A group of Farmington Hills resi-
cents have formed a group to fight the
recall of three city councilmembers.

‘The committee, calling itself Com-
mittee to Unite Farmington Hills
(CUFH), met Monday to counter the
Petition drive calling for an election to
recall Mayor Jan Dolan, and coun-
clmembers Joanne Smith and Cathy
Jones,

*Me CUFH is- cochalred by Jack
Forbes, Patricia Riley and Aldo
Vagnord

agnozz,

In a stalement released after the
meeting CUFH attacked the recall
dlempt. -

“This altempt goes counter to the
intent of the recall law, which is to
remove public officials who have com-
mitted a legal breach of their office
and not because of simple dis-

_2greement with how they vote on spe-

cific issues,"” says the statement.

The recall battle revolves around
recent zctions taken by the city coun-
dl during which Dolan, Jones and
Smith supported the concept of follow-
ing through with the Community
Development Block Grant Program
sponsored by the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban
Development (HUD).

The program since has been termi-
nated by a unanimous vote of council. *

Also at issue is the three coun-

dlmemb}s" of mid-rise zoring
designated for senior citizen housing.
CUFH says the three are being sin-
gled out unfairly for their votes.
“While we strongly disagree that
their actions on these issues are legiti-

“Even the proposat to do a feasibil-
ity study to see if the housing require-
ments could be met was unanimously
supported. The only division came on
a vote to cancel the program before
the feasibility study could be made

, mate reasons for recall, we must cali  and that carried 43."

altention to the fact_that the three

Voting for cancellation was.

women members-are being singledowt  Opperthauser, Joe Alkateeh, Keith
when others on the comncil also sup-. Dezcon and Joanne Soronen.

ported these programs,” seid the
CUFH statement. .
Councilman Earl Opperthauser has

CUFH claims that all seven coun-
cilmembers could be included in the
first two charges of the recall peti-

been 2 consistent supporter of the mid-  tion:failure to disclose terms and con-

rise senior citizen zoning.

“The community development pro-
gram has been consistently supported
by council since itg inception. This

ditions of the zpplication and proposed
location of new housing since ali voted
for the program.

““The’ charges, of course, aren't true

- year 2l members of the council voted  since several public hearings were

for the program,” CUFH said.

held at which details of the program

‘were openly discussed, " said CUFH.

Recall advocates claim otherwise,
saying that the number of low income
housing units and locafion of those
sites were “‘overlooked" when coun-
il discussed the program
with residents from the city’s south
end where the project was targeted.

Under the program, low income
housing was to be built in Sections
225,35 and 3.

On the third charge, that the three
opposed a referendum on senior citi-
zen housing, the vote was 52 and the
majority acted on the city attorney's
recommendation that such a vote
would be illegal, said CUFH.

Voling against the referendum
besides the three wnder recall threat
were De2con and Opperthauser. Dec-

con had originally voted 2gainst the 60-
foot-high mid-rise stipulation last yeat
but supported it this yeer, sayir~ &
already had been put on the books.
“Again we ask why are the three
women the targets of recall when
other members participated in the
same when other members partici-
pated in the same decision? There
musst be other rezsons.” said CUFH.

“And these apparent other reasons
the manipulation. of these issues b
certain specic} intere: "o
grabhing control of
bother us.”

CUFH says 2 recall election woulc
be a waste of money since all three
women will be up for reelection next

year,
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Highmeadow principdl ‘. :
honored as best of bunch

By ELEANOR S, WRIGHT

Nicholas A. Abid, principal of High-
mezdow Elementary School, Farm-
inglon Hills, is Michigan's oustanding
elementary schoo! principal of the
year.

His award presentation climaxed the
Boyne Mountain fall conference of
Michigan educators Oct. 25-27.

He Is the first- Region VI principal
to be so honared by his colleagues in
the Michigan - Elementary and Mid-
School Principals Association, There
are M regions in the state with Oak-
land Counly’s 28 school districts com-
prising the bulk of Region VII.

In his letter of nomination of Abid,
Lawrence Freedman, essistant super-
intendent for elementary education in
the Farmington School District,
summed up the opinions of the many
feachers, fellow admiristrators, par-
et and communily groups who sup-
ported his nomination:

“Nichalas Abid,” he said, s a true
example of a humanitarian and 2 pro-
fessional who believes the role of
educator is not confined bo just a
school building. Rather, his school is
truly the entire community."

THE NEW SCHOOL which he serves
this year as principal afler I8 years at
Fammaington's William Grace Elemen-
tary School, echoes the sentimaris of
all who are now offering con-
gratulations. Posters from children at
both Highmezdow and William Grace
line the halls and a hand-painted sign

‘Thursday, November 2, 1978
sk

Being number one is an honor that
Abid would like to share with educa-
tors throughadt the state as well as
“with all those he has worked in the
Farmington district or the Van Dyke

or. Clarenceville districts in which he

his career.

“We have accomplished so much
together,” he says, “Educational
meeds are always our first priority as
teachers and administrators, but there
are secondary needs in terms of the
family and community. So, we get
involved. &

Abid has been involved in many

“WE REACHED OUT at William
Grace,” be continues, “to seek ideas
which would help our students grow.”

Such reaching ot produced the ung-

 raded curriculum which the board of

education idenified as a_pilol study
a its suecesses were shared with the
rest of the district,

Bducational milestones along the
way inchude pre-primary transition
rooms which, especially during days of
peak enrollment, provided small
groupings( of students aecording to
reading readiness and helped establish
supplemental reading series 4nd
mullidevels of spelling.

Commentary report cards,
moval ion of the Head Start program,
swvl;ﬂ_ d construction of a Library
Leaming Center for Title I Library
Audio Visual supplemental services
were other programs {0 be tried and

ouside the front door proudly pro-
claims, “Congratulations, Mr. Abid.
You're No. 1."William Grace's fac-
ulty joived High Meadow's last week
a a reception honoring their principal.

s
|

anker’ delight

A PTA rummage sale at. William
Grace grew into a District Emergency
Fund, which Abid still supervises. It
provides help to students at all school
levels who may need a pair of shoes to

Sue Wilbert, 23, is the manager for the new Michigan National of '
Farmington. One of the youngest bank managers fn Michigan, she

u
3Wﬂl;g1,
Yy

turn £o the business page.

[

ber lelsure time with her horse Yo-Yo. To read more of Miss

4

Farmington,

attend school, the fancy trappings for
2 senior prom, or dental care when a
Large family lacks enough money.

“A NewYork visitor to our commu-
tily who read about the Emergency

Furd in your newspaper,” he reports, KZ=NGM

“sent a check for this fund. People
careto help children.” '

A dental health program continues
in the elementary school system here
today because he had the time to serve
on a commiltee lo assess its value.

With Farmington resident, Dr, James '

Rennell, DDS, he helped establish the
Floride Committee which annually, ot
a nominal fee to parents, provides
hygenic treatment and a floride coat-
ing of teeth for all elementary children
who desire this service,

He serves on the Advisory Board of
8. Vincent's Sarah Fischer Home,
which sends many students to the pub-
lie schools. He has been a Boy Seout
merit badge counselor, the principals’
representative to the PTA Council, and
a leam captain in the Goodlellow's
Christmas basket projedt.

“School people, in general,” he says,
“are the servants of of the commumity.
1 you see a need, you fill it.”

)

ichigan

Nick’s kids

Nick Abid, a Farmington Schoo! District principal, some of th
celebrates being named principal of the year with Harry Mauf

e students at his school. (Staff photo by -
the)

Cen_lentl\jshortag_e hampers paving -

It you delayed having a sidewalk or
driveway poured this fall, Lady Luck
was with you. B

I you didn't, look at it this way—you
won't have as much snow to shovel
this winter.

A cement shoriage has caused work
delays end headaches for some Farm-

done. . .they get rather perturbed
about it," -

Contractors are rushing to get their
work completed before consistently
freezing temperatures end the paving
season. .

Public works projects in Farmington
and Farmington Hills have been

inglon area concrete contractors. AS  affected by the shortage. A paving

one Farmington Hills contractor put

project at Nine Mile and Halstead in

it: “When people don't gel a job Farmington Hills may, not be com-

Hills supervisors
join the Teamsters

City department supervisors i

ipe! n
Farmington Hills voted 132 Monday to

join Teamsters Local 214,

The union will represént 13 super-

i fom every city department
except police—and six secretaries.
Department heads and executivessec.
retaries to the city manage, director
of public services and police chief will
0ot bé in the union.

Farmington Hills police officers are
also represented by Local 214, but will
remain in a separate unit. The police
officers unit is currently negotiating a
new pact with the city.

‘Team: i

representative
Walter

ster  business

Sacharczyk said earlier this
wweek that he hopes bargaining for the
“supervisors and secretaries can begin
within a month. He said the union

per cent:
ary increase limit in May for al
non-union employees.
John Waid, city supervisor of build-
ing operations, said the union was “the
only alternative we had” after. the

sal-
18

the union election ranged from $9,500
for secretaries to over §20,000 for some

supervisors,
Caims said it “remains to'be seen'
~whether the city will stick to its earller

decision on supervisors' ‘salarjes,
While the city. administration  will

’
'

’

13

negotiate with the new Teamster urit,
the' council has the last word on the
cily's bargaining positions, he said:

Mayor Jan Dolan said she assumes
‘the council will ‘maintain its stand.
“Only time will tell on that,” she said,
adding that the council has't dis
cussed the_issue since the union
election.

Mayor Dolan was not surprised by
the vote. “I know some of the people,””
she said.. “Anytime you don't give
people everything they want, that's (a
union) always a possibility.”

SACHARCZYK SAID the urion's sal-
ary demands would be based on a
composite of what Local 214 members

- have in other cities, The local is ¢om-

+"sented by unions include

prised exclusively of public
employees.

Of the 19 employees_eligible, two
didn't vote in the union election. The

mission (MERC), which sipervised
the election, challenged one ballot and
declared another “Spoiled.”

OTHER CITY employees repre-

inspectors,
typists and clerks, who are
of AFSCME (Ameri

3 supervisoi
belong to a command officers
association.
Recently, hourly wage eriiployees in
the public works department voted 3-8

employees.

v

¥

pleted before winter and the parking
Iot for the 47th District Court building
a Ten Mile and Power Road in Farm-
ington doesn't have any curbing

ause the contractor can't get
cement,

Cement manufacturers can't meet
this year's increasing demand, 2ccord-
ing to area contractors. The cement
that is available is being gllocatedon a
priority  basis, causing some con-
tradtors to delay completing paving

Cement is the ‘paste ingredient of
concrete. which is also composed of
send, coarse gravel aggregate and
water. Although many call it cement,
streets, sidewalks and basements are
made of concrete.

STRIKES EARLIER this year at
Medusa and Dundee Cement com-
panies and a plant breakdown at
Peerles Cement Co. are the main rea-
sons for the shortage. The three com-
panies are 2mong the top five metro-
politan area suppliers of cement.

A Detroit area construction industry
‘spokesman said last week that govera-
ment pollution regulations and a
smaller profit margin for manifac-
turers over the past 20 years have zlso
led1to the shortage.

Manufacturers invested -heavily in
cement plants in the-late 1950s, he
seid, but consumption never met
expectations. Many antiquated cement

- decision.”

plants, particularly in Ohio. were
closed in recent years, the spokesman
said. as manufaclurers were faced
with installing expensive pollution con-
trol equipment and less retum on their
investment. * )

INCREASED BUILDING this year
led to an *‘unprecedented amownt df
demend” throughout the metropalitan
area. said Laird Pelers, owner of L.W.
Pelers Co. in Farmington.

Most suppliers raised their cement
prices anywhere from five to 10 per
cent in the last year. Peters said An
Oakland County ready-mix concrete
dealer said the cement - shortage has
led to the largest concrete price jump
in five years. .

Farmingtor Gty Mgr. Robert Dezd-
man said a recent bid on concrete
removal and replzcement was double
‘some bids from a year ago.

Dezdman said he has found asphalt
prices are also increasing due 1o the
cement shortage. While cement manu-
facturers cant meel demand, “the *
asphalt industry finds it convenient to
taise their prices,” he said. —~

‘THE SHORTAGE *“'slows
we're doing." szid Pelers
to maintain 2 schedule.” Peters does
both residential and commercial

paving.
While Peters hasn't rejected any
(Continned on page 4A)

HELP

IS ON THE WAY.
Youlll get all the help you need
when you advedise in the help
wanted section of your home-
town newspaper. Fred Alexan-
der advertised for a “part time -
typist, some fiing™ and filled the
job the very same day thal the
ad san. “We had s
people apply,” he told

0 many
us, "that:
we had a hard time making a

Call us today and
take advantage of the best

" employment market in town.

DIAL DIRECT
644-1070




