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Farmington harness driver starts fast at Northville

John Moody, 19, of Farmington, this
year's outstate hamness driving cham-
plon. started his first week of “major
league™ hamess driving with a win, 2
second and two thirds in Jackson's
Action at Northville Downs.

Anticipating the stiffer competition
of racing at a metropolitan Detroit

track, Moody has been pleasantly

“It's not as tough as I thought,”
admits Moody. “The track here in
Northville is wider and safer then the
one in Jackson. I anticipated the driv-
ers would be tougher but they've been
decent to me.”

Having worked as a groom and
assistant trainer for several Michigan
horsemen, Moody gives credit for his
rapid rise in the driving ranks to ace
harness teamster Lee Sattleberg.

“T worked for Sattleberg for 18 -

months, and I always watched him
drive, paying attention to how he dia
things,” adds Moody. ‘I also owe 2 lot
1o Fred Cottongim for having faith in
me and giving me good horses to
drive.”

Moody is ore of the rare young driv-

ers with no family roots in harness
racing. Always interested in horses, he
spent every minute he could around
the Northville track watching the

during morning workouts, talk-
ing to trainers and grooms.

Dropping out of high school (a dis-
2ppointment to his family), he started
grooming when he was I5. Older horse-
men, impressed with his con-
.Sdentiousness, call Moody “‘a hard
worker and a good horseman," Next to
youngest in a closely-knit family of
eight, Moody is an engaging blond with
poise beyond his years. At Jackson, he
was extremely popular with the race
fans.

I won five times betting on you last
week," exclaimed one woman during
Meet the Drivers Week as she threw
her' arms around Moody and gave him

" akiss,

Many horse owners prefer light driv-
ers and Moody is the lightest at North-
ville this meet.

At 5-foot-9 and 135 Ibs., you might
say I am the puny one of my family,™
Moody says sormnewhzt ruefully.

Although he was born and raised in

the Farmington area, Moody feels his
roots are in Tennessee and Arkansas,
where z2bout one-third of his relatives
still live.

“Everyone calls me ‘the hillbilly',”
he continues, “‘and 1 love it,” claiming
2lso that he likes to hunt coon as well
as deer and enjoys “‘messing around™
with a banjo.

He owns 2 Bluetick and a Walker

coonhound with a friend in Fowler-
ville. His favorite foods are the down-
fome sou! food like onions, combread,
Hackeyed peas, ham and dumplings
2nd pumpkin pie.
Moody has been married since he
was 16 -and has three children, two
and a girl. His wife Brenda
“loves to cook™ as much s Moody
likes to eat. She enjoys watching him

drive horses and can follow his prog-
Tess around the track by identifying
His race colors. .

Moody ‘put a lat of thought into
selecting the red, gold and white which
he wears,

“I wanted something casual and
sharp without being gaudy,” he says.
“These colors have worked out well.
They're easy to follow in 2 race and an

owner can always pick out his horse
from afar.”

In Jackson’s fall races which ended
Oct. 21, Moody earned the Leading
Driver title with 2 UDRS (Universal
Driver Rating System) percentage of
390. He drove 72 races, tallied 20 wins,

11 seconds and six thirds to finish 44
percentage points ahead of the number - -
two driver. Ray Fuller.

Mercy shocked by Marian, 55-48

By JOHN BOZZ0

Birmingham Marian handed defend-
ing Class A state champion Farm-
ington Qur of Mercy its second

.basketball defeat this season, 5548,
Saturday in Birmingham.

Although Mercy had won by a 2%
point margin in their first meeting,
Marian coach Karen Lafata was con-
vinced her squad could beat the state
champs.

“The only reason we lost the first
e is because we couldn’t break
eir press,” Lafata said. “No matter
‘what the acore is, you have to be able
to bring the ball down the court. This
time we broke their press.
“Defensively we forced them ta take
17- and 20-footers,” Lafata said. “They
couldn't establish an inside game.
“The other thing was we decided
that we would run with them,” Lafata
said. *"We didn't think we could set up

State meet next for Mercy runners

Farmington Our Lady of Mercy has
qualified its entire cross country team
for the state finals next Saturday
(Nov. 4) at Haslett High School, east
of Lansing.

Mercy, the Catholic League girls'
cross country charipion, ezmed a trip
to the finals by finishing third with 116
points at the regional meet last Satur-
day at Royal Oak Kimball.

‘The top three teams from each
regional, plus the 10 fastest runners
who are not 2lready part of the top
three teams, qualify for the state
finals. Rochester High won the

regional with 75 points, and Brighton
took second with 90.

Sue Heinlen recorded Mercy's best
finish, fifth place with 2 time of 18:17.
Other Mercy numners: Michele Collins
(10th in 18:30), Curran Sullivan (24th,
19:44), Rocky Brown (3ist. 20:09) and
Sephanie Williams (35th, 20:40).

Brighton's Susan Brown set 2 course
record of 17:50in winning the regional.

- Pat Hamparian of Brighton was sec-
ond in 17:59, and Rochester's Aimee
Landry took third in 18:41.

The three boys’ cross country teams

from Farmington ran in the Class A

Churchill crushes Franklin,

moves closer to state playoffs

Livonia Churchill

rival Livonia Franklin
last weekend, 200, in a

down run. The extra-

demolished intra-city point kick missed and

Churchill Ted 130,
Lieholdt scored the

scampered 30 yards into
the endzone, Again, Cop-
pola kicked the point-
after.

non-league football con- final Churchill touch-

said Churchill coach Ken
Kaestner.

Against Franklin, the
Chargers tallied 300
yards on offense. Doran
Mason led the rushing
attack with 59 yards,
enough to give him 1,001
yards for th
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Churchill quarterback
Rick Coppola added 52
yards on the gramd and
passed for 181 yards, So
far this season, Coppola
has passed for 742 yards
and rushed for 373.

During the Franklin
game, the ing com-
bination of Coppola and

Bathroom

Mark Lieholdt worked

when g0
he plunged into the
endzone from five yards |
out. The play was set up
by a 29-yard pass from [}
Coppola to Lieholdt. The
extra point kick by Cop-
pola was good. . §
Still in the same quar- J|
ter, Jon Burke forced a
Franklin fumble and

Rick Groak ]
roak scooped the
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last

regional
Saturday.
None of the three—Farmington
High. Farmington Harrison and North
Farmington—qualified for the team
race next Saturday at Faulkwood
Shores Golf Course near Brighton, but
several area runners qualified for the
indjvidual race at the same site.

North's Paul Welch, who hasn't been
beaten all season in 2 dual meet, fin-
ished third in the regional with a 15:35
docking. North finished 1ith in the

lings with 250 points.

Harrison, which finished seventh in
the regional with 223 points, had two
qualifiers in Johan Engholm (fifth in
15:40) and John Anderson (17th in
16:16). Farmington High, fifth in the
regional with 147 points, had qualifers
in John Murphy (eighth, 15:58) and
Mike Jermu (1%th, 16:22).

The same format—the top three
teams plus the top 10 individuals who
are not on those teams—was used to
determine the runners in the boys’
state meet. .

FEATURING

LEAD SHOT, 7%,8 & 9.
10% OFF ON ALL

P.0. Box 119

McDaniel
Gun Shop

8880 Pontiac Trail
between 7 & 8 Mile Roads

v South Lyon
Red Tag Sale on Guns

WINCHESTER MODEL 70. . . . $220.00
-$11.50 per bag

CENTER FIRE RIFLE AMMO
Open Tuesday thru Saturday 9:30-5:30
Friday Evening_s til8 pm. -
437-8989 or 437-3980

our offense against their defense, so
we got the rebounds, hit the outlet
pass, raced down court and created a
Iot of two on one and three on one situ-
:g'&y;s. As a result we got a lot of good

Forced to shoot from the outside,
Mercy players made only 28 per cent
g;n their field goal attempts, 20 of 77

o X

Meanwhile, Marian tossed in 33 per
cent of their field goals, making 17 of,
52 shots. Marian shot 48 per cent from
the field in the first half, 10 of 21 shots.

Another i the
Marian burned

the nets for 65 per cent of their free

throws, 21 of.32 attempts. Mercy made
only eight of 18 attempts from the
ity stripe. -

Mercy was also in foul trouble.
Mercy players were called for 27 fouls
compared to 18 for Marian. Two
Merey players fouled out.

Mari some possible foul
problems in the second quarter. Two
first string players each received their
third foul, forcing coach Lafata to take
them from the game.

Two replacements came in from the
bench to mare than take up the slack.
Katie Berg scored nine points and Kris
Dill grabbed 10 rebounds, five steals
and scored four points,

Their efforts gave Marian a 30-27
halftime advantage after both clubs

* had battled to a 1313 standoff in the
opening quarter.

"Home of Old Fashioned

ENHANCE YOUR HOME

“That was a crucial quarter,”
Lafata said. “We took the lead into the ~
Jocker room id my kids
believe that they could beat that team.
We got stronger from then on and
Mercy got weaker. I think Mercy
began to realize that we could beat
them. After winning by 29 points [ast
time they came to our gym a little

Julie Nagle led Marian -with 13
points. Patti McDonald Scored 10
points for Marian.

Gretchen Larges was the only Mercy
player to reach double figures, scoring
15 points. Deannz Banfield and Lisa
Morris each scored nire.

The victory put Marian at 5-6 overall
and Mercy at 11-2 on the season.
MARIAN 55-MERCY 48
Marlan (59): Julie Nagle 5. 35, 13; Patti McDonald
44,10, Patty Belknap 2. 12, 5; Sue McDonrell 2.3

7 Beth Carson 1. 00, 2; Katle Berg
isky 1. 34, $; Kris Dill 1. 23, 4. Tot

BoNw

Larges 6. 35,
eder 1. 0.
uiler 2,01,
a
‘Total Foals: Marian 18, Mercy

Out: Caroline’ Chapman (Mercyl.
Zwiler (Mercy).
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Dave Diles has built himself a national
reputation for being himself. Tough. Honest.
Good. And now you.can hear him orl WCAR.
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The Princéss Tub

Easily renew any
standard 5' bath recess

.* Durable, easy to clean ABS

+ Stain and fade resistant
.4 panels and matching vinyl
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Malamine 4x8 bathroom panels
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With sports réports every morning at
6:30 a.m. and 7:30 a.m. Sports briefs at
7am. and 8 a.m. And an afternoon
commestary at 5:30. Diles. On WCAR
Sports 11. Don't miss a day.
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