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Radiant evening provided

at ‘Little Mary Sunshine’

By BARBARA MICHALS

“Little Mary Sunshine” is sheer cornball non-
sense, but somehow this wacky spoof of Nelson
Eddy-Jeanette MacDonald musicals works beauti-
fully in its current dinner theater format at
Alvaro’s in Oak.

Theatre of the Arts Productions is presenting
“Little Mary” Saturday evenings only through
Dec. 2. Dinnerisat7 .., with the show following
at 8:30. Skillful performances and a generally
above-average meal make a pleasing package.

Diners may choose between an excellent stuffed
flounder and a New York strip steak of hefty pro-
portions, Fresh green beans and hot saltstick rolls
mhancememl,wl'ﬂmalsoinchxdwapedm-
trian tossed salad and sherbet for dessert. A dry
and tasteless stuffed potato ought to be
recénsidered.

Cocktails are available with dimer and between
acts, and the plot of “Little Mary Sunshine"' is eas-
fer to swallow with a few drinks.

RICK BESOYAN wrote the book, music and
lyrics. His upbeat tunes are always pleasurable,
but only a few munbers have clever lyrics. The
real fun comes from the outrageous mugging of
the actors as they lampoon the stereotyped char-
acters of the old-time musicals,

The framework of “Little Mary" calls to mind
the Nelson Eddy-Jeanette MacDonald hit “Rose
Marie." The locale has been changed to Colorado,
and the “stouthearted men” are U.S, forest
rangers instead of Canadian mounties, .

While in hot pursuit of a wicked Indian named
Yellow Feather, they stop for a romantic musical

interlude at the mountain inn owned by Little
Mary Sunshine.

Mary is the adopted daughter of the good Indian,
Chief Dark Brown Bear. ‘Though she is about to
lose the mortgage on her inn, Mary doesn’t let
such a trivial detail mar her ever-sunny dis-
position. Instead, she teaches the rangers to
always “Look for a Sky of Blue.”

David Cowles is hilarious as Capt. “‘Big Jim"”
Warrington, the leader of the rangers who is hope
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lessly smitten with Mary. His toothy grin and
exaggerated military strut never let up, whether
be’s singing, courting Mary, or fighting Yellow

Playing Cpl. Billy Jester, William Jones Jr. is as
adept as Cowles at letting his expressive face
enrich his rmance. Bungling and cowardly,
the corporal would rather pursue girls than

COMPLETE WITH requisite long blond curls
and high-pitched veice, Kathy Kay is a charming
Mary, full of wide-eyed innocence and disgusting
cheerfulness.

Del Howison does a fine job as Pvt. Pete, the
third forest ranger, but when he doubles as
the old Indian scout Fleetfoot he is clearly the hit
of the show.

Fleetfoot enters chanting “Hail to the Victors.”
The aged Indian is so stooped his dangling hands
nearly touch the floor, and he continuously falls
asleep when spoken to.

Suzy Linahon and Robin Martin are likable as
Mary's pert companions, who \long for some
romantic intrigues to replace™their images as
proper young ladies, T

Melvyn Hardiman's resonant vojice lends dignity
to the wise ald chief. Toni Ryan is amusing as
Madame Emestine, the robust Austrian opera
singer and health mit. David McDonald is con-
vineingly lecherous as a retired general, but Ken
Peters’ Yellow Feather is a long way from
menacing.

Director Michael Kiier keeps the pacing brisk,
and he has nicely utilized the small stage. Cos-
tumes look fresher and more professional than in
past Theatre of the Arts productions. Overall, the
show triumphs above its script.
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WEDDING INVITATIONS
10% DISCOUNT

Chodse from the convenience of your own home-
WE COME 10 You

WEDDING PICTURES

$149&up COMPLETE

CARL B ALLISon

For an appointment,

please call 533-]575 Anytime

Paid Poitical Advocisement -

RETAIN
COURT OF APPEALS

JUDGE WALTER P.|

CYNAR

* EXPERIENCED e DEDICATED
* HARDWORKING « KNOWLEDGEABLE

P9 For By JUDGE CYNAR COMTTEE. 22012 A, Warten Mien 48093 « Tromas Gz CPA. Tregsses

Music Bright
& Beautiful
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LAST WEEK

Erwin Orchard
U-Pick APPLES

MAIN FARM ONLY
This is Your Last Chance to Hand Sefect

RED DELICIOUS & JONATHANS -

Thousands of Bushels to Choose from  All at ONE LOW PRICE
the orchard

only $3
at SUPER SAVINGS Bushel

Bring Your Own Containers

OME WEEK ONLY o ORCHARD CLOSES 11-8-78

@

ERWIN ORCHARDS wam raru
61501 SILVER LAKE ROAD » 437-0191

3 miles N. of South Lyon o OPEN Daylight to Dark
Thank you for your patronage. . .

Help us clean up

WE ALSO HAVE DROPS
Red & Golden Delicious,
Northern Spys & Cortlands

See you again next year!
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REBUILD
YOUR
COLOR TV
OR STEREO

%98
‘includes
Parts & Labor

i
ALL PARTS
ALL LABOR
WARRANTY

. Does notinclude
«Picture Tube
P

subject toinspection
Complele
STEREO
CHASSIS
AM/FM Stereo -
and Amplifier
Ready to mount
$39° to 69°°.
None Higher
"The Factory
People Your
‘Dealer Uses™.,

.
30895 .
W. 8 MILE
. LIVONIA
478-4270

Dial your thermo-

stat DOWN in
winter, UP in
summer. Justasa
six degree lower set-

-ting saves energy in
cold weather, setting
Zyour air corditioning
at 789, rather than

. 722, will cut cooling

costs as'much

as 47%.
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It used to be you'd have'a checking
account for the times when you needed
money immediately. And a savings
account that'd pay interest on the
money you didn't need right away.
Now, there's Michigan National's new
Savings Chek System. Very simply, it
does both: .

Technically, you'll.still have both a

savings and a checking account. But

We give you more money for your

. AMichigan National Banks
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Now you can get checking account service
while you're getting savings account interest.
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Introducing Michigan National Banks’ new Savings Chek System.

you can keep all your money in savings,
leaving a'zero balance in checking.
Then, whenever you write a check,
we'll automatically transfer just the

right amount out of savings to cover it. -

Meanwhile, all the rest of your money
will be earning 5% daily interest,
compounded continuously. Write
another check, we'll transfer just that
much more. That way, all your money
earns savings account interest while

Members ED.I.C.

money.

youe getting checking account service.

Service charges will amount to $4.00
per month, plus 20¢ per transfer. If,
however, you maintain a $2,000
average balance, your Savings Chek
System will be entirely free of service
charges. '

Full details on fees and other
requirements are available at any
office of Michigan National Banks.




