Seniors fear
costs, reprisals

- . By CAROL MAHONEY

“While Maggie Kuhn works dili‘gn!ly
on the national level for the rights of
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a building where the heating is done
by one furnace,

“It is turned on in the morning and
heats up like a bake oven with the

the elderly, local people are devoting temperature reaching into the 80s, but
time 2nd 2ttention to the needs of Bir-  then in the evening it is tumed oft.”
area seniors.

Rental increzses and other incon-
veniences are accepted without com-
plaint because, as Mrs. Watt sz2id,

“Some people don't wart to say any-
thing becduse they know there are so
many people waiting for rentals.”

Pat Watt, a former member of the
Birmingham Gity - Commission, said
she has had a long standing interest in
the problems of the aged. Through her

on the commission and as an

« elder of the First Presbyterian
Church, she said, *‘I became
acquainted with senior citizens anid
became aware of the pmbkms they
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In general Mrs. Watt said that when
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with ever-increasing utility bills, par- oh it ) o

to care for their homes, and those who
have already reached that point.

ticularly heat. Mrs. Watt said that
some people were tzken by surprise
-last winter when the govemment did

ot pay the same portion towards their v difficulty is psychological,

Mrs. Watt explained. *“The senior citi-

bills as it had'the previous year.
zens we are dealing with today are
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“These women haven't been
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and don't like publicity. They have
been good citizens and have a justifi-
able pride. They don’t want to be
involved with anything controversial
or upsetting. As a result their needs
are not labu]aled

GAME

1%

mySIeﬂcus tower that

chull:ngss you to get more

balls QUL Than you pat in,
7-up,

N,
7 KINGPIN ' 8
ELECTRONIC oun.
PIHHU.

PAGE
Find your way thiough the

mputer scoring, with

i lights & suunﬂs

Play 4 tank qames, Realstc mazo ang the wictory song
1°9V" callnot incl.Ages S

sound s, vays 1 BV"c-ll notincl.
At CASTLE ToV AT 81G DisCOURT

smu-n 7
lIlCE

Th-gamewhemusammlmas
P2ys o be last. Ages 5up:
ALLHASSRO AT BIG DISCOUNT'

TRANSPORTATION is another
problem. “'Same of these people never
drove cars, ** said Mrs. Watt. “In the
case of those who did drive, their eye-
sight is too poor to drive now or they
can't afford to buy a car.”-She
believes the Dial-A-Ride service is
essential to these residents.

Another inconvenience for retirees is
_ the lack of a food stamp center located
) in Birmingham
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are people m Birmingham Imng in
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Housing continues to be a big con- Massey seid the goals of the comcil o

cem for the elderly whether it involves
meintzining their own home or finding
asuitable place to rent which is within
their means.

**One lady in her 70s has been look-

re to promote the provision of needed
services for Birmingham area senior
citizens and to develop 2 community
retwork between existing groups and
agencies in their interest. He also said
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seid, the ‘council will encourage the
<development of systems to meet the
needs of the elderly and make it pos-
sible for them to remain in their
homes-as an alternative to
institutional care.

Presently the council meets on the
last Wednesday of the month 2t the
Birminghem Center for Continuing
Education. Massey szid that the group
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She szid that the increases seem to -
be the result of landlords refusing to
give leases. “People don't know from
one month to the next if there is going
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