The 'sp_irit of LB] .

- Poverty fighter continues drive to collect goods  :

By CRAIG PIECHURA

: Fifteen years ago, B. Ford Thomp-
son was spurred on to social action by
2 TV documentary about a poor coal
“mining town in Kentucky.

Watching the show, Thompson real-
ized thet the unemployed miners of
‘Appalachia were living less than 20
miles from a campground he and his
“family had been vacationing for years.

“This was beek in ‘63 when there
Wwas a war on poverty going on,”
Thompson recalls. “It wasn't long
:before that pooped out and went by the
-wayside. Pretty soon, it was no longer
1cool to come to the 2id of the poor. The
ywaron poverty wes just another fad."
¢+ Not-to Thompson, though, and his
istudents at Lederle Middle School in
“Southfield. Back in 1963 Thompson
organized a candy and clothing collec-

tio‘l; drive that started on Halloween
and ran until the Thanksgiving. break.
The drive is in its 15th conseputive
year and from the locks of the done-
tions already in, it'll be the biggest
drive ever.

Students at Lederle, Brace and
Adler schools bring in part of the
candy they collect on Halloween night.

FROM THE LOOKS of this year's
Toot, students aren’t just donating the
candy they don't like. Ten-cent Kit-
Kats were in great abundance along
with large bars of Bulterfingers and
innumerable Smarties.

Other students are bringing in
clothes and shoes in good condition,
though out of style or the wrong size,

Thompson said he gets donations
from families whose children haven't
attended Lederie in 10 years or more

Workshop helps
families resolve
own conflicts

By JACKIE KLEIN

“Problem children" dont always
come from broken homes. But about
80 per cent of young adults in South-
field-Lathrup Youth Services coun-
seling program come from “problem
families.”

This conclusion by Jerry Jaster,
youth services coordinator for South-
field Human -Resources Department,
was the impetus a year ago for a
series of workshops on parenting.
. The eight-week, 90 minute sessions
scalled “Families in Growth” are spon-
:sored by Human Resources and led by
‘LaVere Burdette, a psychotherapist
and certified marriage counselor prac-
ticing in Southfield. The cost for each
session is $15 per person or a fee par-
ticipants can afford.

The Saturday morning workshops
are in the Human Resource Building,
26080 Berg. For more information or
vegistration, call 354-4864.

“Human Resources is stressing pre-
vention services to help avoid devas-
tating problems,” Jaster said. “‘We

learn from the kids that their parents

-wart help. The workshops focus on
“family communication.”

. Ms. Burdette, who founded and
+directs the “Families in Growth" pro-
gram, starts workshop group dis-

s cussions with an overview of stages of

“WE TALK about the ways people
grow and patticipants discuss their
ovn experiences,” she said. *“Through
role playing and other group dynam-
ics, parents leam to communicate and
understand their own needs. They dis-
:cover their problems aren't wique
and other group members are suppor-
tive. not critical or degrading. "

In one parent families, Ms. Burdette
said, a mother may have custody of
the ehildren but knows the fatherhas a
role to play in their lives. In families
where parents are separated by death

‘or digance, different problems are .

involved. 3
“Separated parents believe they
must shoulder the entire burden of
raising the children and teaching them
;morals and valves,"” she said. “But
society, the community and the school
1 system are inwolved in guiding those

development from infancy to
thood. .

anger and resentment among all fam-
ily members. The couple blames their
frustrations on the children and every-
body suffers,”

Ms. Burdette claims many parents
fail to recognize the influences which
affect their children and help form
their attitudes. These include tele-
vision, movies, department stores
which dictate what young persons will
wear school teachers and peers.
But, Ms. Burdette maintains basic
values are established by families
when children are very young.

“PARENTS CAN learn from their
kids if they'd stop preaching long
eough to listen,” Ms. Burdette con-
tended. ““Listening opens the door for
achild to leam from his parents. Com-
mmication can be non-verbal.

“Family members have personal
meds. There’s so much ‘ma and dad’
because parents feel guilty if they're
ot including the kids in everything.
Children should understand if you
want to watch your favorite television
program. You want to be alone some-
times, but you need support and love
from your children. There's nothing
wrong with telling your kids you need
ahug from them once in awhile.”

The workshop group defines ele-
ments of a family to see what's been
left out, Ms. Burdette said. “'Problems
and happy moments are all important.
So is grandma, the next door neighbor
who makes cookies and something the
teacher said. Even a smile can be
remembered for many years."

Marriage, Ms. Burdette, is a sepa-
rate wnit in the family. Some parents
lose their own identities, values.and
rights and exclude others because
they're so involved with the kids. Ms,
Burdette advocates couples should
take vacations alone and leam to talk
to each other in preparation for the
children growing up and leaving home.

HUMAN RESOURCES also spon-
sors special “Families in Growth™
ewents which are free and open to the
public in the lower level of Southfield
Parks and Recreation Building. .

A recent film presentation, **You are
What You Were Then,” was seen and
discussed by children and adults. Ms.
Burdgtte is planning an 8 p.m. Dec, 6

+ children, . lecture and discussion on holiday depr-
“Parents who stay together because  ession as well as other special pro-
“of the kids are only causing guilt, grams throughout the year.
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but call every year to to see if the col-
lection for Kentucky is still going on.

Thompson and 2 friend, Harold
Mowat of Rochester, will load up
Mowat’s pickup Thenksgiving week-
end and drive down to Manchester,
Ky. They'll deliver the goods to Man-
chester Fire Chief Joe Jones' home,
like they’ve been doing for 15 years.
Joe and Verda Jones will undoubtedly
insist that they stay for supper.

Verda Jones, who answers the phone
for the volunteer fire department,
explained that she and her husband
make up boxes for poor families or
families burned out in a fire. Thomp-
son said it works out better if Jones
does the distributing, because the
people of Manchester are proud and
would resent taking charity from an
“outsider.”

Mrs. Jones says the economic pic-
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ture is a little brighter in Manchester
since the television special about the
unemployed coal miners.

“THE TOWN'S building up a lot
since then,” she said. “There’s a few
shopping centers in town and a couple
new coal companies, But some people
are still having real trouble.

“Of course, there are others who try
to get more than their fzir share of
anything like this,” she said. “So we
leam from the preachers and the
teachers in school who's really in
need. We make up packages with
clothes to fit particular families.
Otherwise, some people would take
stuff they don't need if we let them get
it themselves.”

Some of the people who are most in
need are often the hardest to get to
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accept the gift package, Mrs. Jones
said.

“There was one woman a couple
years back whose house got burned
down,” she said. “I szid, ‘Honey, get
your bag and fill it real full.’ She said,
*I feel so bad, can I pay you something
for this?" I told her she could put §2 in
the fund for the new fire truck.”

Thompson is czreful not to be con-
sidered a Christmas do-gooder in Man-
chester who forgets the area the rest
of the year.

LAST SUMMER he and his wife,
Marion, volunteered to help out at a
summer school organized by Volun-
teers In Service To America (VISTA)
in nearby Omeide, Ky. His wife, Mar-
ion, taught reading to students at the
Oneida Baptist Institute while he fixed

4y

“ toilets, mowed grass and did mainte-

nance work. -
Thompson- said he's seen graphic
examples of Southfield's donations ‘at
work. “
*‘A good example is at the end of the
school year, they let me go through
the locker room and keep the stuff the
kids left behind. One year I found 27
pairs of used tennis shoes, My wife put
them in an old ringer washer we have
at home. Well, they had a Little
League team in Manchester and they
found feet to fit all but one pair of
those tennis shoes, The wife of the fite
chief couldn't find anybody who wore
asize 13.” "
Persons who wish to donate clothes
toys or candy to the Kentucky callec-
tion can contact Thompson at Lederle
Elementary (354-8481) before
Thanksgiving. -
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SAGGING CANE chairs can be made to
look like new again. Simply wet the cane
thoroughly...then let dry naturally. The

cane will shrink and tighten. Apply & coat
or* two of varnish for lasting life. Enjoy
exciting results when you sell something
with an Observer & Eccentric Classified Ad.

Saks Fifth Avenue, Detroit, Second at Lothrop
Troy, Somerset Mall, Big Beaver at Coolidge,
open Mondays, Thursdays and Fridays until 9 PM.,

They're lean, they're %
mean, they're Beene!
Yes, they're Geoffrey
Beene’s, and we're the
first in the country to
have them! In blue
cotton denim, both
backed up by the
golden Beene circle
brand! Hers in 4 to 14 .
sizes, *38. His is 29 to 40 .
sizes, *35. They fit your -
litestyle... because Saks
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keep your walls looking
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Extension
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rungs and Alflo*
joints. Work lengths in pa-
rentheses. D1116/20/48-2

White, 8 colors.
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West Coast Refinishing
Prices Kit
Slightly |
Higher Includes 1 qt. fumiture
refinisher, 2 pk. high quality

exira fine steel wool, 1-8 oz.
tung oil, 3-16 oz. fumiture
cleaner, 1-16 oz. lemon oit
polish, 1-formby pan, 1
plastic glove. 1 filizree
brush, 1 plastic drop cloth.

GAL Tru-Tex®
Texture Paint

Create dramatic texture
effects and hide hairline
cracks, tape joints, etc.
TP in. .99 24n,

Masking Tape
Protect windows and trim
for professionat-looking
paint jobs. 60 yards fong.
€1220172314 Yein ... 36"
Yaein, ...38* 1-in.

© Nutriiona! end exercise analysls & counsellng .

* Health Lecture every Wodnesday at 7 p.m.

* Extended care unit for the chronic and aged patient
* All Insurance comparies lod

* Family comrective and preventive care

“The only side effect to CHIROPRACTIC
is glowing good health.”
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OPEN DAILY 9 a.m.- 9 p.m. SATURDAY 9 a.m. -
Sunday-10 a.m, - 3 p.m.

See us for all your home
improvement needs. Our
friendly sales people will be
happy to assist you.
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