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Monday, December 11, 1978

Way" to the Birmingham Theatre,

Controversy

amazes

star

By ETHEL

Estelle Parsons, star of “*Miss Mar-
garida’s Way,” is flabbergasted by the
controversy surrounding her upcoming
performance at the Birmingham

tre.

Interviewed by phone from New
York on Friday, Ms. Parsons said she
had read all about it in the New York
Times, “I didn't like it one bit,” she
declared.

WXYZTV in Detroit has refused to

T heater

the show, but she is actually only
interested in doing “Miss Margarida’s
Way" before audiences at universities
and theater festivals. -

MS. PARSONS SAID the Birming-
ham Theatre asked ber to continue the
show for a second week (it is now

air the Clio prize-winning cammercial

abouther show, caling tolscone, and  recs 10 0pen Tuesday and i
some callers have protested to the Bir- ’

mingham Theatre that the play She is, however, very interested in
demeans the teaching professi ing in Binmi because

Ms.
Parsons sluffed off the objections,
saying it's impossitle to- respond to
this kind of criticism because the play
is an intellectual piece, a satire on
power.

“There's nothing naturalistic about
this piece,” she said. “It's a theatrical
event. There's no way any of those
words could be applied to it.””

- THE ONE-WOMAN show, about a
schoolteacher who tyrannizes her
eighth-grade classroom—the theater
audience—is by 27-year-old Brazilian
playwright Roberto Athayde. .

As far as comments that “‘Miss Mar-
garida’s Way” makes teachers look
bad, she said, “That’s weird. Almost
half the audience is teachers. They
love it more than anyone. Teachers
understand power problems,’”

In fact, most of Ms. Parsons’ per-
formances of the show have been on
college campuses, including Prince-
ton, Dartmouth, Smith and
Bennington.

“I'm only stuck in this Birmingham
thing,” she said, because of an old
booking. “I knew Pierre LaMarre.”

. former manager of the Bir-
mingham Theatre, booked most of this
first season.

Continuing with her rapid conversa-
tion, frequently interspersed with
laughter, she said, “I'm ot interested
in your ordinary, nm-of-the-mill, dumb
andience.”

She said the playwright and Joseph
Papp wanted to go on Broadway with
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“it's the kind of commumity where the
piece has been well received, like
Westport, Conn.”

THE AUDIENCE is Miss Marga-
rida’s classroom during the play, and
verhal interaction between the teacher
and her students is frequently part of
this intellectual game. -

Ms. Parsons said she has stopped
doing the show in New York. *When 1
play in a place for very long, they
(some of the audience) come to show
off.

““They’re only invited to take part
with me, or I throw them’ out,” she
said firmly. “T have a responsibility to
the audience.” She also said a lot of
the audiences are passive. “I quite
like it that way." .

After a performance, it takes a long
time to unwind. “I dream about it ail
the time. It's very wearing. T don't
even do a week anymore,”

She usually does two or three per-
formances, and prefers to do only one.

Miss Margarida “is just a theatrical
creation, a metaphor. It's a satire,
She’s not a person at all. There are
many styles in the piece. She repre-
sents five or six kinds of power you see
inyour life.”

For her performance as Miss Mar-
garida, Estelle Parsons received a
Tony Award nomination for best
actress, the Drama Desk Award for
Most Unique Theatrical Experience,
and Cue Magazine’s Golden Apple
Award.
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Eiéelle Parsons brings her award-winning performance in “Miss Margarida’s
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into savings.
Enjoy the Pops.

Deposit one hundred dollars or more in a new or existing regular savings account
at the Michigan National Banks and, for less than two dallars, vou can take home
“The Great Sungs of Christmas™ — a very special album recorded by Arthur
Fiedler and the world-famous Boston Pops.

And while you're listening to Great Songs during the holiday
season, your savings will be carning interest at the rate of 3%,
annually, continuously compounded, t give you an annual
yicld of 5.20%
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COUNTRY ESTATE. Wooded acreage
with lovely pond viewed from deck
across back of this 4,000 sq. ft. Cha-
let. Builder's own custom, 1976
home has Sauna, loft, many extras.
Immediate possession. 626-9100.
$189,900.

NORTH WOODS acreage with spa-
cious five bedroom home in City of
Bloomfield Hills., Enjoy libsary, family
two fireplaces.
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room, rec room,
Immaculate. All school buses stop at

the door. Top value! 646-6000,

$149,500,

ROOM FOR COMFORT on wooded
half acre in Rochester and 4 bed-
room, 3% bath Colonial. Two fire-
places in family room and walk-out
rec room with wet bar. Marble foyer,
wood deck. 651-8850.

Central Air,
$§143,500.
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SCENIC ACREAGE with privacy for
this executive Ranch. Enjoy the view
from large wood deck. Fireplaces in
family and rec rooms. 3 rooms, 3
full "baths, ceramic tile foyer.
Insulated garage: 626-9100. $129,300.

IMMEDIATE POSSESSION, Birming-

ham schools, circle drive,

yard—all enhance this stately Colo- -

nial. 4 huge bedrooms, fireplaced
family room, first floor laundry. On %
acre. 851-8100. $126,900.

JUST AS IMPRESSIVE inside. Pala-
tial 4 bed i

classic f

library and fireplaced family room,
Central Air and Vacuum, thermopane
i openers and

windows and garage

lots of T.L.C! 626—91900. 145,000,

TWO MONTHS OLD. Transfer forces
sale of this full aluminum home. 4
bedrooms (25'x18' Master Suite),
doorwalls off country kitchen and
fireplaced family room. Fully car-
peted and sodded. 626-9100.
$104,000.

LAKE ORION boasts this § bedroom,
2% bath Colonial with 30'x27" fin-
ished rec room In walk-out base-
ment, family room with glass door
fireplace, first floor laundry. On half
g%g with circle drive. 651-8850.

RELAX AND ENJOY this like-new
West Bloomfield home. Charming
family room has fireplace, 4 big bed-
rooms (22'x18’ Master), top carpeting
through-out, wood deck and patio,
full aluminum exterior. 626-9100.
$114,900.
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UNDENIABLE CHARM. Spacious
Capé Cod offers 2 big bedrooms up,
library or fourth bedroom down plus
super Florida room in fenced yard, -

SPECTACULAR BUY in lovely Lath-
rup Village. 4 bedroom 2% bath
home has center-pass hall, Chef's
knchen,"homey flre)placed family

nicely finished rec rool

SPECTACULAR beamed cathedral
celling and two full brick wall fire-
places dominate this 3 bedroom, 2%
bath home; 2300 sq. ft. of finished
living area. On 150°x120" lot, Bir-
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garden kitchen. 647-5100. $76,500.
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A HONEYMOONERS DREAM.
Immaculate home hosting lovely
decor, 3 bedrooms, carpeted enter-

* tainment center. Located . in- desire-

i
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able Southfleld Cambridge Village
area. 557-6700. $50,900.

REALTORS®

all ly You
must see it today. 557-6700. 585,70_0.

mingham schools. 689-8900. $83,500.
T
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TRADITION BREAKING, Southfield
Tri-level awaits your j

‘WARM TONES abound In this well

Enjoy 4 bedrooms, gourmet kitchen,
lovely fireplaced family room plus a
Florida room. 557-6700. $69,900. ~

« BIRMINGHAM

o FARMINGTON HILLS:
FRANKLIN
626-9100

o BLOOMFIELD HILLS
6466000 647-5100

* SOUTHFIELD-
LATHRUP VILLAGE
557-6700

home. Sharp,
up-dated Chef's kitchen, beamed
family room with brick fireplace.

Walk "to church and school. 557-

6700. $55,850.

51-8100

* ROCHESTER
651-8850

¢ TROY
689-8900 .

o ‘WEST BLOOMFIELD - ©
A .




