Cadillac’s latest carriage

Cadillac's 1979 Special Edition Phaeton
has a convertibleike top, smaller back
and quarter windows, an opera lamp, rear

Auto tips -

Which gasoline is best?

By PATRICK KELLY
I’s important that every driver know the differ-

Lent kinds of gasolines ava

Basically, there are four fuels for use in spark-
ignited automobile engines. These are leaded pre-
mium, leaded regular, unleaded premium (a new-
comer} and unleaded regular. A fifth type, diesel,

is used in diesel engines.

A brief description of each and their application
may be of help to drivers who realized the impor-
tance of matching fuel with engine.

Premium fuel is used to reduce knocking noises
in engines. It may do this through the addition of

antiknock compounds suc!

through the refining process that results in a

higher-octane product.

Premium usually is required only for engines
that have compression ratios of 9.25to 1 or higher.
Most engines built since 1971 have been built to
meet federal clean air standards, so they have

lower compression ratics,

‘They usually don't need the antiknock character-

istics of premium.

Premium may be used in 1971-1974 cars, but they
usually do nothing extra-beneficial for the engines

and represent a waste of

over what the engine can thrive on — leaded regu-

lar gas.
gular can
detonation (“'knock™ or *

in high-compression engines. Knocking or pinging
should be avoided to prevent costly engine repairs.

Most late model cars, even imports, are equip-
ped with catalytic converters, and the use of

leaded fuel is to be avoide

ilable for his car.

gas coats the platinum surfaces in the
and renders them inoperative.

If your car uses'leaded gas, you have more than
the two grades to chose from. Many dealers offer
more than two grades, while others offer low- or
high-octane versions of regular and premium.
High-octane gas is no mare *‘powerfyl" than low-
octane gas, it just runs better in high-compression

quarter identification scripts, accent
stripes and wire wheel covers. The Phae-
ton is ordered as a Conpe de Ville option.

converters

engines — and cosls more.

tailpipes.
h as tetrea ethyl lead or

of lead in unleaded gas.

, usually about 85 to 1.

lar was a few years ago.
about five cents a gallon

cause engil g
"ping™*) on acceleration,

d in them, Use of leaded

Unleaded regular was used in cars before 1975 to
extend muftler and tailpipe life. Chlorinated salts
from leaded gas ate up both mufflers and

But using unleaded gasoline denied the valves
and upper combustion chamber of the lubrication
of lead, so valve life was shortened.

Engines in cars made since 1975 have stellite-
faced valves and valve seats to cope with the lack

No-lead premium is a relative newcomer. At
least one gasoline company is replacing its leaded
premium with unleaded premium. If this replace-
ment foreshadows a trend, in a few years, leaded
premium may be as hard to find as unleaded regu-

The Automolive Parts and Accessories Associ-
ation warns against using
fuel on long trips because of the steady speeds and

too low an octane rating

The money saved by buying cheaper gas can be
more than offset by premature engine damage
caused by high-speed rumble, the association said.
This damage often cannot be Betected by ear over

. the wind, engine and tire noises.

High-speed rumble is really a form of detona-

tion, which can destroy an engine.
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With an auto loan of $1500 or more from Fidelity
+ TYPICAL EXAMPLE, $6,000 LOAN:

~

A new car with a cost of $6,000 purchased under our 36
month, low monthly payment plan requires a 25% down
payment of $1,500. The balance of
$4,500, can be financed as follows:

36 mos. total finance charge is only $776.16.
tage rate is 10.64 with payments of $146.56 each.
Total amount of note: $5,276.16
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BIRMINGHAM'S HOMETOWN BANK

FIDELITY BANK OF MICHIGAN

WOODWARD -MAPLE o MAPLE - ADAMS o MAPLE - LAHSER, s
Proe:642-1900 — Member £ D1 N

Annual pe:

the purchase price,

rcen-

 Are |
GasSavers

" _NEW 1978 MERCURY
ZEPHYR STATION WAGON
(VILLAGER)

‘acoont
924145,

Fiee %6,176 Prize 35,057

Sale
Price

 cyfnder, putomatic

conditont idewal racial tres,
power disc brakes, power steering,
bumger protection grou, elociric rmar
dokoster, tinted glass. kiggage rack,
ual marors, front vend windows. whte |
‘with acoont cloth rim, stock #;

FZ-142.
%6.064 Fite 54,969

NEW 1978 MERCURY |
ZEPHYR WAGON
(VILLAGER)

NEW 1978 MERCURY
2EPHYR

4 cfinder, 4 door, automal
Bellad whito sidewalle, powr S

taction group, electri {7

SRrR e
extecfor

o, dark brown, Resien cioth b,

Stock #2-1

HE,%4,9

21" P $4,072

NEW 1978 MERCURY
ZEPHYR SEDAN

+ & door, automatic transmissian, air,
Gres, .power froet dise brokes,

5 DT guards, eloctrc

Toar wiiow dolroster, it glass, dual
iors, bocyede molings. sczent
i, bright motal wixiow frames, siock

¥ 4,567

NEW 1978 MERCURY
MONARCH

250, sutomatic transmission, 4 door,
&, radal tres, power beakes, powor
sisaring, bumper protection group,
decor group, alectric roas window
Getraster, tntod dal racng mir-
rors,

Stock No. N78

5,984 3%, 54,821

5%,%5,558
NEW 1978 MERCURY
MONARCH (GHIA OPTION
GROUP)

NS
Sale

Pee$4,832

. Plus Mk
Finest Selection also Av:ilabla
M Makes'gml Models on 1979's
S50 Bob Borst

NI SATER
ke Uy

lich. 4% Sales & Ucense
on all

LINCOLN-MERCURY

1950
(in the Troy Motor Mall)
643-660

W. Maple, Troy, Mi.

0 condition.” 31455
M.

-~

way: with
.YIS .

In
Cho

SUBREMES » BROUGHAMS « CALAIS + SALON,
DRASTICALLY REDUCED
SALE ENDS FRIDAY, DEC. 15

.5 keep the equily -

i CALL e
THE'AUTOVEST MGR.
FOR-DETAILS

SUPER SALE
ON OVER 200

’79 CUTLASS’

-

the car. with nG further

in MICHIGAN

Stock
ose from

New ‘79 Cutlass Supremes
Air Conditloned

260 V8, Automalic, Power Steering,

Power
[Brakes, Tilt Wheel, Stea! Belt Radial White Walls, .
| Super Stock Wheels, Rear Window Defog
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