Nowhere have economic forecasters

than in the construction industry.
This week, though, that industry got
large dose of encouragement from
Robert F. Johnson, executive vice
president of Etkin, Johnson & Korb, a
subsidiary of Etkin Corp. and one of
Michigan's largest builders.

“When I look at the work in prog-
ress, I see pleasant prospects for 1979,
he told - persons attending the Eco-
nomic Club of Detroit’s economic fore-
cast luncheon.

‘Those pleasant prospects are riding
on continued industrial and com-
mercial expansion and rehabilitation
and continued federal spending on pub-
lic works projects.

The construction industry’s other
a7 id i and instituti
building—are expected to find the
going slowed in 1979, Johnson said.
reason for continued industrial
expansion is Michigan's tax
inducements for expanding in the
state. “‘Michigan has taken the lead in
creative tax planning through such
laws as Public Act 198, the plant
rehabilitation act.” That act gives
business tax breaks for expanding or
rehabilitating their Michigan plants.
“That act alone has resulted in $2.9
million in capital investment,” he
said.

Because more businesses and
industries will be taking advantage of
that law and other laws providing
incentives, Johnson said he sees no

been predicting more goom in 1979 :

: per cent increase over 1976. In 1979,

Builder predicts good times

Based on Johnson's figures, the
Detroit area will see an 11 per cent
decrease in 1979 compared to an
expected 17 per cent decrease
nationally. .

WHILE INDUSTRIAL corstruction
is to be strong and residential con-
struction weak, public works projects
are in a clouded state, Johnson said.

Contributing to the fog are the as-yet
unknown ramifications of the recently-
approved Headlee, admentment that
requires -all municipal bond sales in
Michigan to be approved by the voters
and an’ongoing petition drive to roll
back the recently-approved gasoline

i and weight tax increases.
ROBERT F. JOHNSON Much of the $140 million raised
Pleasant prospects through the fuel tax increase and

Higher license plate fees ha¢ been ear-
marked for highway construction and

maintenance projects.
Federally-financed projects will con-
tinve strong, Johnson said. “EPA
(Environmental Protection Agency)
sewer and water projects are expected
to continue at a high level through
fi 4

decline in plant construction and
rehabilitation.

WHERE THERE will be a decline is
in'housing starts.

Quoting U.S. Department of Com-
merce statistics, Johson said housing

OU wants
$2.7 million

more money

The OQakland University Board of
ees has approved a $29 million
operating budget request for fiscal
1973-80, an increase of $2.7 million over
this year.

The request has been submitted to
Governor William Milliken for consid-
eration. The budget, as proposed, does
ot include a planned increase in tui-
tion and fees for 197980,

Some $2 million or 69 per cent of the
expenditures will be for non-
Programatic items including provi-
sions for salary and wage adjust-
ments, funds for increased social
security costs, medical insurance, and
uility increases, and a seven per cent
general inflation allowance.

Employment rate

nears stdte record
ing to the state Dy

starts across the country will drop 17
per cent in the coming year.

Detroit may not be as hard hit as the
rest of the country, he added.

In 1977, he said, there were 24,780
housing starts in the Detroit area, a 36

1979, he said. ly
community development projects are
also expected to continee “at high
levels through the coming year.

Institutional development—the con-
struction of hospitals and schools—
Johnson said, has been depressed for
five years.

“We see no changes in that area of
the construction industry in the com-
ing year,” he concluded.

because of inflation and sharply
increased mortgage interest rates,
housing starts will top out at the 22,000
mark,

of Labor, the number of people work-
ing in Michigan in November was sec-
ond highest in history—only slightly
behind the record level set in October.

Some 3,949,000 men and women were
employed in the state last month—
compared with 3.853,000 in Oclober.
The November unemployment rate
rose from the previous month—to 6.6
per cent from 55 per cent, but was
below the November, 1977 rate of 7.7
per cent.
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( Hickory Farms )
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Goodness...
what taste!
We send gifts..

Come in and select food gift paks for Christmas. Take
you or we'll ship. We'll handle

all the details and even
close a persanal

0 greeting!

Texas Spread
1 1b, BEEF STICK g, Summer Sausage,
12 oz. Mild Midget Longhorm, 5 oz.

Smoky (smoked cheese bar), 7 oz.
Plain Gouda, 7% or. Belle Fleur

See this and many
other gift paks on display at...

wiichory Farms

OF oHIO

ASK ABOUT OUR

NEW SUPER

SERVICE

FAST PAK™
EASTLAND CENTER (Harper Woods) 12 OAKS MALL (Novi

]
MEADOWBROOK VILLAGE MALL (Rochester) NORTHLAND (Southfield)
UNIVERSAL CITY MALL (Warren) ADRIAN MALL (Adrian)

\ America's Leading Cheese Stores*

CARISTMAS and NEW YEAR'S
Weeloend Speciale

Make your Christmas or New Years a little
special this year by renting a new Cadillac for the
weekend.

4 da7ys for $75.00 I
(12-22-78 thru 12-26-78)  Plus 25¢ a mile
(12-29-78 thru 1-2-78) 100 miles FREE

Call Now For Reservations

D %Ay Etthoe
40475 Ann Arbor Rd., Plymouth

(At 1-275 Interchange)
933-2000  453-7500

MAN'S WORLD

Famous Maker

Wool & Wool Blend
Vested Suits

Good looking, great fitting )
suits. A callection of O'Brien’s
best double breasted, or 3.
piece vested and sweater
vested, all drastically reduced,
Find aut how Special a Pur-
chase can be.

51392/
515925%
517988 .

DY Catos
ACCEPTED

3 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS:
« GRANDLAND (Fenkell at
Grand River) 8951424

. PgORTHLAND (LOT'D) 569-
* LIVONIA (7 Mie at Farnington
Rd) 4780800 - .
Al Stores Open Sunday 12 10 5
amo 4

OVER $100
Premier Performance! For the all-out, “gimme-a-mountain-a-mile-high” ski
nuts: Our high-performance collection. The Kastle Racing Team. 5225. Ros-

Don Thomas has

\ everything for the
skier's Chl%stmas. .

including the stocki
including the stocking.
. Everyane’s dreaming of a white Christmas. And Don Thomas' Sporthaus
Has everything for all your favorite skiers. (Even if your favarite skier s
you.) From the very hottest new PRE 1200 racing skis at 5225..  to the
very warmest, wooly stockings for only $3.00.
UNDER$10

Ski "burn warmers: Long underwear! Allen A Ski Skins, Hot Dog and

more! Adults — 39.50 — $11.00. Children $8 — $8.50,

Slocking presents! Toast their tootsies: wool nylon blend socks in long.
short, and medium lengths. Assorted colors and thicknesses. 53 - § 5.50.
Nothin’ could be finer! Than a glove, mitt, or sack liner. From Aris and

Hot Dog. Men's, ladies. and children’s sizes. 54 — 35,
Boms away. Big poms, small poms. no poms. Give a hat from

Andres, Meister. Moriarty, Wigwam, or Smiley, Children’s and adult's

sizes, S8 — $14.

UNDER $20

res for

incommaon cold. 100% nylon windshirts by Skyr. Solids
and prints in men’s, ladies, and children's sizes. $12 — $16,
Goggie their imagination! With sunglasses and gogales that'll have ‘em
ogling! From Cebe. Scott, and Carrera, $10 — 539,
Sticky c oul! Warm ‘em up with turtlenecks by Skyr and Ober-
myer. 100% cotton and cotton blend solids and stripes. Assorted colors in
men’s, ladies, and children’s sizes. $12.50 — $16.
if reyert ! Fashion and warmth go hand in glove
with gloves, mitts, and tow mitts in assorted styles and colors. Promark,
Grandoe, and Weiss. Men’s, ladies, and children’s sizes. 58 — 530,
UNDER $50
l9¢:ical gift idea: Super after-ski boots! From Technica. Nor-
dica, and Lotto. Frivolous fur boots and magnificent moon boats. For
men, women, kids. As little as $38.00. As much as 5126,
Pull the 1wool ouer their eyes! 100% wool and wool blend sweaters by
Demetre, Meister, and Sundance. Solids and patterns {(many to match ski
Jackets and suits). Men's, ladies; and children's sizes. 520 — $48.

signol SM, $230. Olin Mark Vif's, $255,
Ballet to the Chalet: Makes skiing @ high cultural art. Ballet skis from Kastle
and Olin, starting at $180.

Good things come in small packages, Like our super line of compact o
skis: Rossignol Freest lLyle. 5200; Hexcel Bluelite Il $208; Olin Mark IV B
- Comps, $220. .

! Disco down the slopes with soft bump skis. Rassignol,
Kastle, Olin and Hexcel help smooth out the rough spots. From $125,
Give ‘em the boot! A complete selection of Nordica. Dolomite, Han-
son, and Scott ski boots. From $55. Plus! Solomon, Tyralia. Look
Nevada bindings, and Scott's world famous poles and you're ready
for anything.
SPECIAL: UNDER 16 YEARS R
Give the gift that makes skiing childsplay. With the finest in children’s
siis frorr Don Thomas. Starting at . . . whenever they canstandon  skis!
FREE!I THE LON THOMAS PROMISE
Aunigie quarart~e Covering your new boots, bindings and skis, A
) $40 value it:at no cther si:i shop dares to offer.

Don U[omas .
, Zwrt aus

' Somerset Mall, Troy 643-0400
Mon. thru Sat. 10am — 9pm Sun. 12 Noon —5pm.
Bloomfleld Plaza, Birmingham  626-9500
* Mon. thru Sat. 930am — 9pm
\ Sun. 12 Noon — 4pm.




