By SUZIE MARKS

" Television viewers demand more
from media advertisers than they did
2 years ago. They complain about
hokey comparison test advertisements
and object to ads for hemorrhoid and
depilatory products.

According to Richard Freeman,
vice-president and midwest regional
manager "of Top Market Television.
Inc. (TMT), consumers are more
product-educated and won't tolerate
the advertising tactics they did in pre-
vious years.

*Consumers read and researct:

products more today than they did 2(
years ago,” he said. “Advertisers
promises must be more honest and
forthright in order for the consumer tc
buy their produets.”
" T.V. watchers are TMT's business.
The firm studies consumer viewing
pattems and is a subsidiary of the
Washingten Post Company, represent.
ing advertisers who want Post/News-
week stations to tout their products.

Formed in 1975 and located in Troy,
TMT is Post-Newsweek's national rep-
resentative for WDIV (Channel 4) in
Detroit, WPLG in Miami, WFSB in

- Hartford, Conn., and WJXT in Jack-

sonville, Fla.

IT USED TO be that the 18 to 25
year-old group was a substantial part
of the consuming market. Not so any-

more, according to Freeman.

- 18 to 25-year-old age group
isn't very responsive or able to buy
products. So advertisers have switched
to the 25- to 49-year-old age group for
their primary demographic group,” he
satd.

Car companies have also altered
their demographic groups. Previously,
their ads were aimed at 25- to 49-year-
old men. Now they are trying to woo
wormen in the same age group, Free-
man said.

“Ads for specific cars such as the
Cutlass are aimed at women, whereas
Cadillac trys to get men 35 years old
and up,” he said.

For young prime time viewers,
advertisers usually try to buy spots on
ABC, Freeman said, because it carries
shows like Happy Days and Laverne
and Shirley, which appeal to younger
audiences.

Advertisers try to caputre television
viewers of all ages during prime time,
Freeman said. This Christmas, how-
ever, several companies are taking
advantage of feminism when trying to
expand their target market,

For instance, Harvey's Bristol
Creme is running a prime time spot
featuring a woman telephoning a man,
asking him if she can come over with
agift.

As-the woman leaves her home, she
explains that women never used to call

Ski patrol velunteers needed

‘The Qakland County Parks and Rec-
reation Commission is seeking volun-
teers for a Nordic ski patrol during the
197879 cross country ski season at
Independence Oaks County Park.

Among the requirements for the
positions include intermediate or
advanced cross country skier with
competence in turns, stops and glides;

possess a multi-media card or
advanced first aid and emergency
care; have own ski equipment; willing
to ski one weekend per month; $22 for
annual dues which covers insurance.

Those persons interested in being a
member of the patrol are asked to call
Ray Delasko, park supervisor at 625-
0877,
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H‘ Consumers more educated
about tactics in advertising

men for dates. But now, since she is
giving Harvey's Bristol Creme as a
git, calling a man is now, somehow,
an acceptable practice..

Local news shows are attracting
viewers, making advertising space on
the program more attractive to Free-
man's clients. The number of news
stories a station carries and the per-
sonalities involved make the program
sell, he said.

“THE ANCHOR PEOPLE are
important, as are the number of locat
news stories covered. Reporters who
are recognizable stars in their own
right help carry the Show,” he said.

Freeman added that the high um-

ber of television sports shows are get-
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ting out of hand, causing an alienation
of women viewers rather than an
increase in total viewers,

He said sports shows, especially pro-
fessional football games, will taper off
in number.

“The networks will be more prudent
with them in the future,” he said.
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Holiclay Helpers

Save on
your gas bills

Our insulation
applicators do an
expert job, fast. No
mess, no bother.

GIFT IDEAS FROM STEPHEN-BRUCE THAT WILL PUT A
TWINKLE IN HIS EYE AND A SMILE ON YOUR FACE.

Specially selected fashions for the man in your life at prices that will put a smile on your face. You'll be imgressed with

You'll save money
and get more
comfort,

For an estimate on
insulating your
home, call' 453-0250

Holiday Special

323900

per 1000 sq.ft.
ceiling area
6" thickness
Price good thru 1-31-79
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energy

Oon't be misled
into thinking using
your fireplace

will save on gas or
fuel oil. Most
fireplaces actually
suck more heat out
of the house and up
the chimney than
they generate.
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the fine fabrics and smant stylings we have to offer. Stop by our stare...we're in the holiday spirit and the spirit of saving
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