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Our Christmas traditions have

' By DEBORAH TEMPLETON
Holiday customs and traditions, like
art, music and literature, are impor-
tant expressions of a nation’s culture.
In the United States, these are car-
ried on as part of a yearly ritual, the
Christmas tree, religious observances,

the exchanging of gifts, the family
gatherings.

Each part of the festival tradition \
represents the practicing of a |
tradition.

But what is the meaning behind

Most of the Christmas folk customs
come to this country from England,
Holland and Germany.

Colonists from these countries
emphasized eating, drinking and gen-
eral men-y-mxking during the Christ-
mas

The Yule log custom was brought
* from England, along with mince pies
and plum pudding for the Christmas

the wassail custom. The term origi-
nally meant “warm ale” and later
a'nhmced a wide variety of special
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The Dutch colonists brought to New
Amsterdam (New York) a number of
Christmas customs which were

Christmas
of the good cheer syndrome.

CAROLING was a folk practice that
became popular in the colonies. Reli-
gious and folk songs emphasized
mirth, good fellowship and the happy
quality of Christmas, and carolers
visits were met by the custom of deco-

d later into the American
celebration. Chief among these was
the visit of St. Nicholas, who was pop-
ular with Catholics and Profestants
alike in Holland,

Both the Dutch and the Germans
stressed the importance of including
children in celebrations stressing the
idea of gift-giving, which is now 2

(0)9B

v

Sylvania brought the Christmas tree
with them. This ewstom began its
pupularity in the United Stat States in N
the middle of the 1%th century. The
importance of having a decorated tree
Spread from Philadelphia to Richmond
to Cleveland and on acress the land.
‘THE BELIEFS, symbols and cus-
toms described entered this country
between 1620 and 1800. Each section of
the country developed a Christmas cel-
ebration which mirrored its local'cul-
ture, national background and national

many origins

‘The book “Brother Jonathon,” pub-
lished in 1842, contains this passage:

“Tomorrow will be Christmas, jolly,
rosy Christmas, the Saturnalia of chil-
dren. Ah, how the little rogues long for
the advent of this day, for with it
comes their generous friend, Santa
Claus, with his sleigh.”

Here appear several themes—Santa
Claus, his sleigh, the untold treasure—
all of which have become central to
the contemporary American

rating houses with holly, ivy and major portion of
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rmans who settled in Penn-
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dinner. England also is responsitie for
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these diverse ways of celebrating?
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FIRST APOSTOLIC

- NORTH LUTHERAN CHURCH FRANKLIN
CONGREGATIONAL 26325 K COMMUNITY CHURCH
CHURCH Halsiead Road UNITED METHODIST
Famnington Hlls {on e Vi aery
CHRISTMAS SERVICES 7:30 PM
L 51660 Sund: ?:AAM E:c P Family Candlelight Service
Rev. Paul¥oung, Jr. i AR M. 11:00 PM
Pasor stmas Day Tradifonal Canclefght
Sunday, Dec. 24 11 AM. and 730 PM. Servioe
Morning Worship 1020 AN Tuesday and We Special Music
- o e 730 PM. 53 Ensemble
It ISTMA! Guest Speaker .
EPISCOPAL CHURGH - oSt Speaker Seaior M
. 2220, 14 i s, Evm, Canditgh Senvice 7:00 P David Teivalkoski B, ek
1 3 . ‘Suncay, Dec. 24 - 00 8 AM servics ALL ARE WELCOME! Associate Minister

lor Friends
Chwistmes Racaption
5 PM Fancy Coctarit & Baptsm o Meabes
11 PM Festinl N
Sundzy, Dec. 31 - na 8 Ak service
New Yoer's Eve
7:30 PH Festival Echarist

J. Chester Stubbs.

NARDIN PARK -
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

29887 W. Eleven Mile Road Farmington Hills

Celebtate Cluistmas at Covenant

Sunday, Dec. 24
Gharch Schat . Classes lor allages

Ascension of Christ
Lutheran Church
16335 W. 14 Mik, Bim,

9:45 AM

URITARIAN

EMERSON o s
, UKIVEBSALIST FELLOWSHiP B B sunday, Dec. 241n 476-8860 1100 Al Wotohip D Hs e chor PEACE
: i s Family Leaming Hour 9 AM “Josus Cama Sarving- b
, Sincay, Dsc. 24 Moriog Worshp 1015 A4 § &l } N CHRISTMAS EVE LUTHERAN
; L] tistmas Eve Senwice SO0 A Fem Cardotg Sevice v CHURCH
n 500 P Famdy Worshp Christmas Eve Special emphasis on children
; Sunday, Dec. 31 : boral Vespers 7 PAY Sslir;day, Dec. 3[1
. —— . Chont Cammision Senice 6 PM for Families with younger children 11:00 AM Morning Worstip
‘ i ti ighti EW YEAR'S EVE

8 PM Traditional Candielighting and s YEA S EVE

Christmas Day SUNDAY,

ORCHARD UNITED B cins s 115 Carol Singing SOVENANT BAPTIST CHURCH DECEMBER 24
METHODIST CHURCH Sunday, Dec. 31 . Nursery Provided SiMin ol Orchard ave B 930 an Sunday School
Farm 30450 Farmington Road Family Learring Hour $:00 AW IS y Christmas Program
armington Fils, M1 626.6820 Woning Vs s FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 1100 2 Worshp

Or. Wm. D. Mercer, Senior Minister
Rev. Wm, E. Frayer, Associate
Rev. Al Campbell, Director of Youth
Mr. Melvin Rookus, Director of Music

Rev. Robert L. S. Brown & Rev. James F. Thomas

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24
Morning Worship 9:30 & 11:00 AM
Christmas Cantata
“His Love Reaching”
by Youth Club & Chancel Choirs
Church School during both services
nursery provided

CHRISTMAS EVE
7:30 & 11:30 PM Candle-
light Services

NEW YEAR'S EVE
945 Suncay School
1:00 Worship

New Year's Eve

1669 WEST MAPLE at CHESTERFIELD (644-2040)
Holy Communion 7 PM AMINGHAM

Service Schedule for Sunday, December 24:
11:15 a.m. Onemorming service only
Holy Communion

5:00 p.m. Famity Carol Service

8:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Service
F. Morgan Robers preachiing
Chancel Choir and instruments

* (Child care available for all services)

CHURCH OF
THE REDEEMER

Paster Edward E. 8rown

Episcopal
CHRISTMAS EVE Comell nﬁgwmm

(between § & 9 Mik Rd.)
56944

5:00 PM Youth Glub Choir
Family Servica Ciib Nursery
9:00 and 11:00 PM Chancel Choir
mmunion at 11:00 pm
All 3 services concluding with traditional
candiolighting ceremony

B
Christmas Eve 7:00 PM
- Haly Communion
Sl 11:00 PM Holy Commurion
Christmas Day 10:00 AM
Holy Communion
1528 Prayet Book Services Only}

Prince of Peace
Lutheran Chureh
Missouri Synod
12 M3s & Farmington Roads.

Emanuel Lutheran Church
23425 Lahser Rd. Nomn of 9 Mile

Sunday, December 24
Christmas Eve
10:30 AM “Christmas with the Organ & Choir*
11 PM The Service of Carcls & Candles
Monday, December 25

Christmas Day
90:45 Christmas Family Communion

Rev. L. Aden Erandson - Pastor

QUnto You a Child is Botn

BLOOMFIELD HILLS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
currently meeting at the Birmingham
mmunity House
380 S. Bates, Bimmingham
16

Sunday, December 24
10.65 AM Cvistras Chors Festvat (0
Chrisimas Eve
7:30 Caadiebght Worship

1

LUTHERAN CHURCH OF
THE REDEEMER

1800 W. Maple Rd. Birmingham, Mich. §
] S ber 24

Christmas Day |
10 AM Worship with Commanion
Sunday, December 31

New Year's Eve

730 it Comunion

Aev. BA. St. Pere - Pastor
553-3380

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES
Family Candlolight Servica 5:30 PM
Music by Children's Chairs '

astor

CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE
A - Rev. G. Cattay
Rov.Duno T Wopgazer Ry, Holgr . ) 100 A4

EMBURY UNITED

CLARENCEVILLE 851-85
ER 24
| . Mm?‘""f: :ﬁugﬂcn UNITED METHODIST Bible Study. SUNDAY, DECEMB 10:00 AM
i Woodward CHURCH Worship, . ) 11:00 AM
Servicas on Dee. 24th 20300 Midgiebelt no evening service
i & 922 vt pasior s - SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31 a
= == A astor Gerald Fisher Bible Study. 10:00
o B! CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 7:00 P.M. HARD UNIZED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF LIVONIA Worehip 1100 AM
0o Orsinase NEW YEAR'S EVE SERVICE NEW YEAR'S EVE
) Dinner 8:00 P.M. i
Specal Musicand  ~ y . 8:30 PM Food and Fellowship
- O Concert by STEVE & MARIA GARDNER 10:30 P.M. - : :
1 20 pm, Danaton: Dinser So.00 Coneett 54 o Celebrate Christmas with Us until midnight
Sanctuary Sien Children’s Party and Nursery N ial Singing
nu;‘mk.x.:r:?mnm - Christmas Sunday - December 24

No nursery fecillties New Year's Eve

Call For Reservations
- 9:30 and 11:00 a.m, “God's Signpost: The Star”
Or. Bartlett L. Hess

Christmas Eve Candlelight Services
5:30 and 7:30 p.m. “The Surprises of Christmas™
. Dr. Bartlett L. Hess

CROSS OF CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
LONE PINE and TELEGRAPH 3
BLOOMFIELD HILLS, MICHIGAN

ST. STEPHEN'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
5500 N. Adams Rd., Troy-Opposite Westview

December 24, FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
8 & 10 am Holy Eucharist, Sermon & Church School

December 24, CHRISTMAS EVE
7:30 pm | CHRIST MASS & FURNISHING OF CRECHE
_11:30 pm || CHRIST MASS

December 25, CHRISTMAS DAY
10 anf 11l CHRIST MASS

December 31, FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS DAY
8 & 10 am Holy Eucharist & Sermon

December 31, NEW YEAR'S EVE
Open House at the Rectory, 9 pm -1 am

January 1, THE HOLY NAME
10 am Holy Eucharist & Celebration of Dr. Sayers 18th Anniversary
as Rector of St. Stephen’s

January 7, FIRST SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY ~
8 & 10 am Holy Eucharist, Sermon and Church School

5:00 and 7:00 p.m. Pre-service concert
Onita Sanders - professional harpist and vocalist

Sunday - December 31
9:30 and 11:00 am. "New Life for the New Year"
Dr. Bartlett L. Hess N

"SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24

Worship Service...............
Sunday School & Bible Classt
Children’s Christmas Eve Servic
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
MONDAY, DECEMBER 25

Christmas Day Family Service........ ....10:30 AM

é’& 2N SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31
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New Year's Eve Dinner andl Program
6:15 p.m. Punch bow) and dinner (by reservation only)
8:15 p.m. HOLY COMMUNION around the tables
0 Meditation: “He Touches Me" - Rev. L. Edward Davis
9:30 p.m. Film: “He Leadeth Me" - Life story of Ken Medema
11:00 p.m. Watchnight Service
Message: "Move On” - Dr. Bartlett L..Hess
Join us for part or all of the New Year's Eve program
{Nursery provided at all services except New Year's Eve)

Rev. Gorden H. Light - Pastor
Mr. David Bipes - Minuster of
' Education of Youth

9:30 am. Services and 5:30 Christmas Eve Service
broadcast over WMUZ-FM 103.5
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