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Rice nips Lahser in battle of unbeatens

By BRAD EMONS

Mike Walsh; a 59 senior forward,
seored only two points Wednesday

Butthose two points proved to bethe
margin of victory Birmingham
Brothér Rice needed to defeat
Bloomfield Hills Lahser, 7170, in a
game between two of the state’s top 10

Walsh hit a 12-foot jumper with 13
seconds left te give the Warriors a
dramatic win.

Lahser also had a chance for victory
as they inbounded the ball quickly the
length of the floor. Guard Tim Waun
lmumched a_jumper from around the
iop of the key with just three seconds

The ball hit the side of the rim as
Warrior guard Brian Brennan latched
onto to it as time ran out.

“We don't believe in set plays,” said

Brother Rice coach Bill Norton on
Walsh's basket.

“Mike looked inside to Ti (Andree),
and there was nothing there,” he said.
“Mike just popped it through.”

Scott Pritchett, Lahser’s 67 center,
put the Knights "ahead with two free
throws, 70-69, after barely missing a
slam dunk and an opportunity for a
three-point play.

Lahser had a timeout left after
Walsh's jumper, but Lahser coach
Nick Conti agreed with his team's
strategy to get the ball up the floor in
ahurry

Commentary

By BRAD EMONS

1 knew this was a big game when [
drove into the parking lot at Lahser
High School.

There were no tickets at the door
being sold and when I entered just
before the junior varsity game started,
a sizable crowd was already inside.

Brother Rice and Lahser were twc
good basketball teams I had seen last
year but didn't really know how good
they were this season.

‘Two minutes into, the main attrac-
tion, T knew this was going to be some
thing special. Rice won it with 13 sec-
onds left, 71-70.

1 was amazed at the caliber of play
both teams displayed. Not only were
both teams well coached, but all the
players demonstrated great cour
sense,

Tim Andree, considered to be one o'
the top three big centers in prep bas
ketball today, draws scouts whereve
he plays. Wednesday night was nt
exception.

Bill Foster, coach of the number on¢
ranked Duke Blue Devils, flew all thi
way from North Carolina to see thi:
one. Duke is one of the six schook

And.ree has narrowed down his choicc

Also in attendance was Bill Frieder
tap assistant at the University of Mich
igan. He is also hot on the trail o
Andree. A scout from the University o
Houston said he flew 1,300 miles rotme
trip for this affair.

WHEN LAHSER released the bal
on the fast break, passes were throwt
mot at the feet, but right where you
would want it.

Rice displayed reckless abandon or
the boards. When one of their shote
missed, Andree and Rob Marilla were
just hungering for another chance,

For high school teams, this reporter
has never seen a e where twc
teams shot the ball as well as Rice an¢
Lahser did.

‘The persons fortunate to get tickets
were treated to a classic con-
frontation. At two bucks a head, I'c
say the fans got more than their
money's worth. I've seen eight Pistor
games so far, and for excitement anc
drama, this game by far outclassec
any pro tilt.

But the quality of play impressed the
fans more than an;

One fan commented: “These twc
teams could play on the medium-size¢
college level.”

Both teams played above the rim.
The fans went wild when Lahser cen-
ter Scott Pritchett slammed one home.
A minute later, Andree answered any
skepu(s by rattling home a two-hanc
jam himself. He had three for the
evening. -

Rice-Lahser

clash a classic

‘The scouts had to be impressed with
more than just Pritchett and Andree.,
‘Their were other players out on the
court worth taking a peak at.

It's hard to say how many of these
players are major college prospects.
Besides Andree and Pritchett, I'd say
there were at least three or four which
could play in the Mid-American
Conference.

But where were those scouts? Did
they have a commitment to see some-
body else play? I doubt it. Not many
High school teams played last Wednes-
day night.

Western Michigan and Eastern
Michigan are experiencing hard times
with relatively new coaches. Their
programs just a few years ago were at
the tap but now have slipped. Lack of
recruiting has been the main reason.
The quality just isn't there.

The quality was there®Wednesday
night. Just ask the fans.

Rice’s Mike Walsh prepares to
shoot against Lahser. Walsh took
ooe shot in the game and hit it,
scoring what proved to be the win-
uing basket.

“I DIDN'T WANT a set play at the
end,” said Conti.

“Tim (Waun) can hit that shot from
the parkmg lot. It just didn't go in,"

said the Lahser coach.

“If you call time out. You always
have the problem of getting it
inbounds,” he said.

Both teams traded baskets from the
opening tip.

The ;am~packed cmwd at Lahser's
gym, appropriately called the
“Castle,”” were treated to a spectacu-
lar performance by both teams.

Lahser collapsed around the 6-10
Rice center all night long. The Warrior
standout scored 34 points and grabbed
21 rebounds. Waun led Lahser with 23
and Pritchett added 2. The latter
grabbed 11 reboun

Both teams shot well from the floor
in the first quarter.

Rice took a quick 40 lead on baskets
by forward George Duncan and
Andree. Lahser responded by scoring
eight straight points, The Knights went
up 148 (the biggest lead either team
enjoyed all night}) when Pritchett
slammed one through bringing the

partisian Lahser crowd to its feet:

Rice, however, fought back as both
teams ended the first quarter tied, 20-
2.

In the second period, Rice guard
Steve Ameli got hot against Lahser's
threetwo zone. Ameli hit three
straight jumpers from the corner to
vault Rice out to a 31-28lead at 4:41.

SHAWN SANTA, a 64 forward,

d Lahser into the lead at the end

of the first half by hitting three bas-

kets in a row. He finished the night
with 14 points.

Rob Manilla scored off an offensive
rebound with 14 seconds left in the half
to pull Rice to within one, 40-39, as the
half ended.

Andree scored 18 points in the first
)a!l. Ameli added 11. Lahser also had
three players in double figures.

The teams traded leads the rest of
the game. Lahser led 57-55 at the end
of three quarters. Pritchett made
pretty move underneath at 3:07 of the
ﬂﬁr';i quarter to give Lahser a 55-50
lead.

Andree then took command in the

fourth period as he scored 10 points.

Andree hit two crucial free throws
with 34 seconds left to carry Rice into
aone-point advantage, 69-68.

With 59 seconds left in the game and
Lahser holding a one-point lead and
the ball, Rice guard Mike Dietz came
w wnth a critical steal, setting up
Andree’s two free throws.

Ironically, Norton said after the
game that he almost cut Walsh from
the squad before the season started.

T had the players write down on a
plece of paper who should make the
team,” said Norton.

“We had 18 players last year, and
we wanted IS this season, so that
meant a returning player had to be
o, " he said.

“WALSH WAS DOWN on every-
body's list, so he made the team,” said
the Rice coach. “This is the second
game he’s won for us.”

the Lahser dressing room, Conti,
who is Norton’s brother-naw, said
his team may have given up too much
against Rice’s perimeter shooters.
“We wanted Rice to take the outside
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jumper,” said Conti. “We did that but
didn’t put enough pressure on their
shooters.”

“‘We may have lacked some poise at
the end but, hey, these are 16 and 17
year old kids. You can't simulate that
type of situation,” said Conti about the
last minute of play.

Norton said Andree's “winning char-
acienslu:s came out” in the last

Our nehoundmg out there was a
faclor." said Norton.
r is a very, very good team,"
he said.

Rice is now 70 and hosts Grand
Rapids Creston, next Tuesday.
Lahser, 41 overall, plays Birming-
ham Groves, Friday, Jan.
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The Holiday Inn of
Southfield’s New Year’s

Eve Celebration

Unigue Ways To Bring In The

New Year Party Time 9:30 p. m.-2:00 a.m.
The Grand Ballroom Celebration Presents:
The Jerry Roberts Orchestra
“The Glenn Miller Sound"

(AFTER CHRISTMAS
CLEARANCE

A large selection of famous
brand name watches.
Reduced from 30-50% off
original prices.

ONE DAY ONLY *
FRIDAY, DEC. 29

George Ohrenstein

G'“"E HOLLy .
Imguaow & 0‘: QERFECT ,,5:’ %
. sccr':rséat :l:g?s « BRAIDED RUGS ,S'o o“« 1 Q'—v 'b«\ r,
* HAND HOOKS o ORIENTALS * SHAGS s /} / ' % O
“"W by 1°%
1 20% | 525-1220 iR
SANDY HOLLY’S
) SANDWICHES

featuring

The Jr. Club Sandwich

Sliced Turkey Breast, Bacon Strip,
Tomato slices, and all the extras.

+$2.30

1020 WEST ANN ARBOR ROAD
PLYMOUTH

The Ronde-View Restaurant

80.00 per couple

s First

only.

Jewelers Ltd.

Creotwe Jewelers Diomonds
Precisian Time Pieces

Precious Stones

11 Mile & Lahser 353-3146

v
S‘;\(_i) HARVARD ROW MALL

USE SOAP or shaving cream on_screws
\ before inserting into hard woods. Use

Observer & Eccentric classified ads to sell
your extra furniture.

w DUAL
XTRACTION METHOD

SPECIAUISTS IN VELVETS, FURS
and SILKS ¢ SUPERIOR IN-PLANT|
DRY CLEANING AVAILABLE I_L
FREE PICK-UP AND DELIVERY ~

SAME DAY SERVICE

CALL 937-3800

Don’t trust your
SEASONS Furniture to Amateurs|
GARPET SERVICE | "\ GUARANTEE
T O, REDFORD OUR WORK

& = cHarceEm Al

Every radio station will tell you when
it's snowing at the airport . . .

-
But who lives
at the airport?

WOMC and ACCUWEATHER o rou westher where

you Iive Every hiour WOMO carnies up 10-date Accu

Weathes separes s 3 wydepth ducusuons aady at
5 P We wil atso gue

e i e

AGBIJ WEATHER...

You couldn't ask for better weather.

WOMC

( X N\
ATTENTION
COLLEGE-BOUND HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS:

START NEXT FALL
THIS WINTER

AT SAINT MARY’S COLLEGE
ORCHARD LAKE, MIGHIGAN

SPECIAL. ACADEMIC SCHOLARSHIPS ARE AVAILABLE.

Fully Accredited/Transferable Credits
Registration—January 8-9, 1979—9:00 A.M.-5 P.M.
Classes Begin January 10, 1979

_ Please send me further information on Saint Mary's College:
Orchard Lake, MI 48033 Attention: Director of Admissions

NAME
ADDRESS
cITY
PHONE NUMBER
RIGH SCHOOL

, GRADUATIOR DATE

STATE 2P

Dinner (prepared just for you by our world famous
chef, Alired Winczer), open bar all evening, dancing.

champagne toast at Midnight, party favors, tax and
gratuity. Also, open sealing dinner reservations
accepled in both restaurants at 5 p.m. and 7 pm.

presenls
The Foot Loose Trio
$100.00 per couple

All Parties Include:

Party reservations must
be pre-pafd by
December 28th.

For Reservations
Call 353-7700

NOW ONLY

516900

REGULAR $18900

Normal

Installation MoRe

DURING

$30

When You Buy The

GARAGE
DOOR

OPENER
BUILY

« Open and close your garage door auto-
matically from the comtart of your car

+ Digitat Code Command Contros tet you
set your awn private code and change it
anytime (or added security

« Full 1:3h p motor tl1s the heaviest rest
dential garage door

* UL and FCC approved

« Electrolit 1s the install-t-yousseit
opener—all parts. hardware.
complete instructions included

Chamberlain
4 VWhere Keas Become Really

World's Largest Manufacturer of
Garage Door Openers

ORDER BY PHONE

422-2032
PAY WHEN INSTALLED

* Channel Master's Better Line

* Quantum Model 3677 or
4755 o Deep Fringe/UHF

« Installed with Deluxe
Channel Master Rotor

¢ $109%..

STARLIT

service centers

antennas and garoge door openers M, Wed 9+

28911 JOY ROAD
WESTLAND

Between Middlebeft & Inkster
Hours: T, Th, Fri, Sat 9-6
9-9

A




