By MIKE SCANLON

It was a long time ago when Issac
Newton rubbed a sore spot on his head
and theorized that what goes up. must
come down,
The modest scope of old Issac's
: experiments. however, pale in com-
i . ¢ parison to recent tests of his theory at
H S three suburban elementary schools.
. : . Newtons apple. after all. didn't
come down in Connecticut. Jeff Sex-
ton’s balloon did.
In QOctober. students at Douglas,
Henry Rulfi and Memorial elementary
schools in Garden City released about
. - X 1.500 balloons with postcards attached
. as part of the Reading is FUNdamen-
{ ) tal (RIF) program.
Replies are still drifting in, and so
far about 130 have been returned.
Most came back from Ontario. But
at Douglas. where the balloons were
released on a different day than at
Henry Ruff and Memorial. eight cards
have so far been retumed from New
York, two from Massachusetts, and
Sexton’s serendipitous sphere held out
until Southington. Conn.. before float-
ing finally 1o earth. \
More specifically. before floating
into the backyard of the five-year old
nephew of that town's chamber of
commerce director. Scott Brainerd.
the five-year old. can't write. So his
seven-year-old sister. Jennifer, replied
and included a packet of information
on Southington supplied - by Elinor
Silva, the Brainerds™ bisiness-minded

Jeff Sexton's RIF balloon traveled for nine days before landing in a
Southington, Mass., backyard. Jeff, a student at Doughlas Elemen-

RIF balloon
is real high flier

Pl
aunt. Also induded was a clipping
from a’local newspaper about the
incident.

~He's tickled to death about it. He
wrote the girl a letter last week."” said
Sexton’s father Ron.

Jeff himself didn't have much to say
about the feat. .

~1 don’t know.
and [ wrote it over.”
says he’s 9 'z years old.

“All in all. it was a super activity.”
said Donald Watkins. principal at
Henry Ruff. The farthest traveling
Ruff RIF balloon came down - E
little bit this side of Torontn,
Watkins.

The balloons from Douglas school
were released Ocl. 27. and some of
them made it the east coast faster
than you could drive there. Une bal
.loon turned up in Bemardston. Mass..
one day alfler it was released here.
Sexton’s balloon landed in Southington
that same. pre-Halloween weekend.

Nearly all of the retumed cards
came from children. which may say
something about the willingness of
adults to mess around with tired-out
helium balloons.

Considering the Atlantic-coast loca-
tion of Connecticut. there probably
won't be any replies coming back from
points farther west.

Unless. of course. a farmer's kid
named O'Toole is out prowling the
back 40 in County Cork right about
now and he’s just spotted a bright vel-
low balloon . . . .

mom wrote il.
said Jeff, who

tary School, was among several younéters who received letters from
the balloon finders. (Staff photo by Bob Woodring)
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Art-a-Facts

ANDREW WYETH CONSIDERS HIMSELF AN ABSTRAC-
TIONIST. MANY OF HIS LOOSE AND GESTURAL
BEAR A STRONG RESEMBLANCE T0,
AMONG OTHER ABSTRACT ARTISTS, JACKSON POL.
LGCK, .

Northwest Blue Pribnt

Artist and Drafting Supplies
13450 Farmington Rd.{at Schoolcraft) Livonia

525-1990
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Don’t be misled
ipto thinking using
our fireplace
il save on gas or
Auel oif. Most
fireptaces actually
suck more heat out
,of the house and up
“the chimney than
they generate.
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The daily ritual begins with Biscuit peering through the window,

looking for the postman.

Call it puppy love

By TERESA BANAS

You've heard of the Pied Piper of
Hamlin. Well, how abowt a Redford
counterpart?

Jerry O'Leary has been a letter car-

rier in Redford Township for more
than 10 years. But it was only two
years ago that he acquired a “‘special
friend” who has addeq copanionship®
to his routine work. And it came as a
total surprise.
At that time, O'Leary was delivering
mail on his regular route—on Garfield
between W. Chicago and Joy—when he
spotted a small, white dog trailing
behind him. As it turns out, this over-
whelmingly energetic poodle per-
formed some near-Olympic feats just
to join the stender Irishman.

A neighbor recounts the story. Cath-
erine Muggan says the poodle rushs
out of his back yard as soon as he sees.
O’Leary nearing his home. But it's no
simple task.

Biscuit, the poodle, scales a four-foot
fence whenever he hears the carrier

approaching. The mere clanging of a°
mail box sends Biscuit ng over
his backyard ferree.

Biscuit then trots a few yards ahead
of O'Leary, occasiomally stopping to
make sure the man is still nearhy. He
follows O'Leary to W. Chicago and
back again.

Biscuit’s owner, Sharon Gabriel,

says her pet’s antics frightened her at
- first.

“At first, I got scared,” she says.
“So I got in my car and followed after
him. But he (Biscuit) wouldn't come to
me.

“I don’t know if he (O'Leary) likes
it,” she adds. *‘But he says, ‘Ah, it's
alright, he just wants to go for a walk.”

Mrs. Gabriel says Biscuit is really a
shy dog who would walk with no one
else,

*“He’s even afraid of the baby's loys,
and yet he's real friendly -with the
mailman.”
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Warm Ways
to ‘Doo It

Ski-Doo ‘79 sportswear offers

fiattering styles for women, race inspired

lini
Fully co-ordi inated accessories like
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color., See us today, you'll be glad
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you a full range ofsnowmobile clothing in figure
children. All are ultra warm, dry and comfortable. “Tatal Design” suits, jackels
and pants all feature waterproof Oxford-woven nylon exteriors with insulated
ings of polyester-fiberfill quilted to nylon. N

complete the “Total Design” Iooig for Ski-Doo '79.

We carry a complate line of clothing. For boys,
gils, men & women in all sizes, and stylish
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swealers, vests, boots and gloves
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