Break is over; F armington teams resume play

By C.J. RISAK
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son, depending on your point of view.
Millions of people throughout the
world may have just finished ringing
ot the old year and bringing in the
new, but coa

throughout Farm-

ington are prepanng to resume the old
season in eW year,

While the l-‘anningum sdml.s have
been on Christmas break, their sports
teams have been on a break as well.
For some coaches the time has pro-
vided them with the chance to regroup

ir fom and make some needed

adjustments in their programs, Other
coaches just hope that the momentum
their teams had before the break will
carry over when they begin the tough-
est part of their schedules.

Twao coaches who are hoping to con-
tinue the success they had at the end
of 1978 are Farmington’s wrestling

lf North Farmington is to continue on its pnth toa snccfnl season, it will need good performances
from Mike Howley, a senior forward. (Staff pboto)

Chargers win fourth, 66-56

coach Dick Detters and North Farm-
ington basketball coach Ken Dean.
Farmington's wrestling squad has
been ne <t to unbeatable thus far. The
Falcons won nine of ten dual meets
and finished in third place at the Oak-
land County tournament. In their last
showing, a triple dual meet against

+Southfield, Southfield-Lathrup, and

Redford Union, Farmmgwn came
away with three lopsided wins, includ-
ing a 51-16 triumph over a strong Lath.
np squad.

“We're doing just super," Detters
said at the time, *“The kids are prog:

ressing real well. We'll be rmdy for

the Schooleraft Invitational.”
The Schoolcraft Invitational is the

" first event of the year for Farmington.

Harrison, which had a 5-2 dual meet
record and finished sixth in the Oak-
land County tourney, and North will
also take part.

“Some of those west side teams—
Wayne Memorial and Westland John
Glenn—will be real lougjl at School-
craft,” Detters said. *And Southfield-
Lathrup—they have a real good tour-
nament team."

S0, WHILE the wrestling coaches
prepare for one of the biggest events
of their season, the basketball coaches
hope to carry strong performances
from their last couple of games of *7¢
into 1979."

* Farmington, Harrison, and North all
finished the year in the Farmingtor

Christmas tournament. North was the-

winner, beating Harrison in the finals.
5842. But all three teams came away
with at least one tournament victory.

North had the most impressive start
of the three, winning five of its sis
starts. However, the schedile wasn't a
particularly tough one, with only one
of the six currently sporting a winning
Teco)

rd.
*“We don't schedule opponents
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according to how tough they are,”
Dean explained. “We try to sclndulz
teams that have programs that are
smular to ours.

*This may not be the best schedule
if, say, we.were aiming solely for the
state tounaments at the end of the
year. But that really isn't our
objective.”

Whatever their objective, the easy
part of North's schedule will last just a
couple more games. ‘The Raiders open
*79 with winless Redford Union, then
will host a fast-improving Southfielc
team. After that, North gets into the
heavy stuif in thie Northwest Suburban
League—first at home against Livonia
Franklin, then away to battle defend-
‘mg leagus champ Westland John

Whlle North's early schedule T may .

have been easy, Harrison's was just
the opposite. Besides facing North
twice, ‘the Hawks played two other
strong teams—Flint Northwestern and
Plyrnnm.h Canton. The resuit was just
one win in their first seven games
(agams} Redford Union in the opening
round of the Christmas tourney).

The schedule doesn't get any easier
for the Hawks. On Jan. 9 they host
Redford Thurston, the only team to
beat North this season. Then Harrison
gets into its Western Six League con-
tests, with consecutive games against

(F)1B

Waterford Mott and Kettering.

Farmington wasn't too s
the-early part of its season either, win--
ning only two of eight games. Falcod.
coach Rich Roy will try to turn that
around when the team opens the '78
portion of ils schedule. He'll have
something to build on, as the Falcons
ended ‘78 with a win over Redford
Union.

It won't be easy, however. Farm-
ington starts with Canton and follow-
ing are Franklin, Waterford, and
Livonia Stevenson. -

Farmington was the only school to
get its swim season underway before
the new year. and the Inter-Lakes
League defending champ$ got off to a
mcky start, losing to Livonia Bentley
in a dual meet and finishing eighth
(out of twelve teams) in the Redford
* Union Relays.

The Falcon tankers did beat South-
field by an 87-85 score and now they
must’ get ready for their dual meet
with North on Jan. 8. North is the
defending co-champion of the NSL and
this is its first meet of the season. It
should be quite a battle.

Meanwhile. Harrison. third last year
in the Western Six. will open its season
against Northville. The Hawks then go
on the road for three straight meets
against strong opposition—Canton,
Birmingham Seaho!m. and North.

Lathrup outduels Berkley in Silverdome

By C.J. RISAK

Southfield-Lathrup made its first
appearance Friday at the Pontiac Sil-
verdome a successful one, as the
Chargers started strong and finished
strong in beating Berkley, 66-56.

The conlest was ore of several
scheduled this year before a Detroit
Piston game. And, the way La|
started, it appo.ared the setting suited

m fine.

With Berkley looking letharglc.
Lathrup took command quickly, jump-
ing to an 184 lead after one quarter.

Karl Taylor and Ron Gold led the
surge with six points each,

But the second period was a differ-
ent story. The Bears, with only one
loss going into the game, came alive
and began cutting the Chargers lead.
Taylor had given Lathrup its biggest
lead of the night, 246, with 5:40
remaining in the quarter when Berk-
ley came alive. The Bears outscored
Lathrup, 156, in the remainder of the
second stanza, including a 10-2 spurt in
the final 3:30, to narrow their deficit to
3021

1 talked to them (at halftime)
about their shot selection and told
them they were lazy in getting back on
defense,” Lathrup coach Jim Kour-

Rice tops Creston-
for seventh victory

By BOB GROSS
Number two rated Birmingham
Brother Rice cooled off the Grand
Rapids Creston Polar Bears Thursday
night, picking up an easy 67-50 victory.

'l'he anticipated showdown between
Andree of the Warriors and Cres-
lnn s Melvin McLaughlin never
materialized. Andree was the domi-
“nant force in the game, hauling down
-20 rebounds, canning 12of 17 ﬁeld goal
attempts, and hitting one free throw
for 25 points. McLaughlin, who mme
into the contest averaging 42 poi
game, hit on only 5 of 15 held gaal
anemp

ln fact, McLaughiin did mmt of his
scoring from the charity stripe, l'nmng
12 of 13 free throws to finish with
pm

“MeLaughlin's dismal field goal per-
centage of 33 per cent was due largely
to-the efforts of Brother Rice guards
:Sleve Ameli and Brian Bteman. As
“Coach Bill Norton explained, **Ameli
:and Brennan were assigned to guard
‘Kim when they were on'the floor. We
swere conscious of where he was st all
times and we wated someone to be
there immediately should he get
open”’.

. 'Both teams started the game slnwly.
Creston scored first after more than
minute-and-a-half had expired. Buf
Tim Andree countered with two huck-
ets of his own, before sitting down with

fouls, and Ri

./Creston threatened once in the early”
Wi oL e k.
Melvin McLa a

m an impossible angle—he "was

behind ‘the backboard when he

released the ball which somehow
-the

throw for a three. point phy. cutting
ll':!llee leudtoone. e

o llnlmuchsul
< ‘?"Mumz og Ihebam’:in the

second quarter and established him-

self quickly with a slam dunk. The sec-
ond stanza belonged to Brother Rice
as the Warriors outscored their oppo-
hrfnﬁls 156 to take a 2715 lead at the

The Wamols used their superior
height effectively in the third quarter,
getting chance after chance with offen-
sive rebounds. Allhnugx Andree was
the obvious big man” under the
bucket, forwards. Rob Manilla and

George Duncan were also effective,
finishing with 11 and 10 points respec-
tively. They helped make a trip down
the lane a walk in the “land ol the
giants™ for the smaller Creston
players.

By the end of the third quarter the
Warriors had rolled to’ their biggest
lead, 48-26.

Creston broke out of its scoring
slump in the fourth quarter, out-
pointing Rice 24-15, but it was a case
of too litlle, too late.

‘The victory can be attributed mainly"
to Rice's heigit advantage and st;
inside game. two factors are

nowhere more apparent than in the

differences between the two teams'
rebounding statistics and their field

per cent, while the Polar Bears llv!d
wp to their name, Mtﬁng anxy 17 of 54
shots, a frigid 33 per ces

Noting his team’s strong inside °

game, Rice's Norton said, “When.
they're concentrating on Andree, it
“leaves our other (orwantﬁeelo@
the boards and pick up those oﬂensive
rebounds.”

Andme lhe leading scorer for )
ugameusfmhewm.wm:s,

ﬂmlﬂm:db%mdﬂn and Dun.
can al McLaughlin was
the only player in dnuHe‘ﬂgnrs for

m‘mee, 7-0 for the season, will
be idle until Jan. 5. -
[

takis said. *'I told them to concentrate
on getting back on defense."

Berkley fought back in the third
quarter but muld never pull closer
than seven points. The Beays still
trailed, 45-&5 at 'be end of the stanza.

But in me fourth quarter, Berkley
began to rally. Lathrup's Taylor
picked up his fourth personal foul with
six minutes remaining and retreated
to the bench. The Bears immediately
mounted a rally, scoring eight straight
points to cut the Chargers™lead to 50-
4a

It was a seesaw baltle for the next
few minutes. Gold hit hit three free
throws to give Lathrup a five point

Karl ; Tayl
gm»ﬂ:kpmehl

enroite
t{ae Silverdome. (Pwubyﬂlen

: o

advantage. But Berkley's Mike Rein-
sel answered with a basket to cut the
Charger lead to 53-50. Taylor then
rveturned to the lineup, just in time to
hit a basket and draw a foul. He con-
verted the three-point play to give
Lathrup a 56-50 lead with 2:40 left on
clock.

Berkley rallied again, as baskets by
Jay McMellen and Barry Lonik sand-
wiched around a two pointer by Lath-
rup's Gold narrowed the lead to 58-54.
Reinsel then hit two free throws to pull
Berkley back wnl'un two, 58-56, wllh
1:04 left.

But Taylor scored six more points in

tit a pair of free throws, to provide
Lathrup with its final margin of
victory.

“We played in spurts,” Kourtakis
said. ““We played good, then we played
sloppy. Bul the kids kept control when
they came back. I told them during the
fourth quarter time-outs to keep their
]mse, to show their class. I think they

Taylor led al) scorers with 25 points,
Gold pumped in 17 and Ackerman
added 10 for Lathrup.
Lonik managed 11 Ior Berkley, while
McMellen and Greg Anderson swred
10 points apiece.

Lathrup is now 41 on the season.
The Chargers host Metro Suburban
Assaciation rival Rochester Adams on
Friday. Jan. §.
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When You Buy The

GARAGE
DOOR

OPENER
BUILT

+ Open and close your garage door auto-
matically from the comlort of your car

* Digital Code Command Controls let you
set your own private code and change it
anylime for added security

= Full 173 hp_motor liis the heaviest resi-
dential garage door

* UL and FCC approved

« Electrohft ss the install-ih-yourself
opener—all parts, hardware,
complete instructions included.

Chamberlan

A + Where ideas Become Reakty
World's Largesl Manulactumoi
Garage Door Openers

ORDER BY PHONE

422-2032
PAY WHEN INSTALLED

* Channel Mzster's Better Line ]
. 2;25"“"“ Model 3677 or ‘s
Beep Fringe/UHF ]
 Installed- with Defuxe
Channel Master Rotor
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28911 JOY ROAD
WESTLAND




