1 Step out and speak up.
+ That was the message from Mada-
lyn Murray O'Hair—America’s high
priestess of atheism—as she urged
ptheists to step out of the clcset and
fight against what she dubbed “the
monsier called religion.”
. The occasion was a banquet al the
Sheraton-Southfield last week, cele-
brating the winter solstice. the short-
est day of the year. The ancient pagan
telebration of this event is regarded
by some scholars as the inspiration for
the Christmas celebration, given that
the actual birthdate of Jesus is
inknown.
1 Mrs. O'Hair was the guest of the
pdiv.‘hxgan chapter of American Athe-
Inc.. which is affiliated with the
Socnely of Separationists, Inc.. founded
by Mrs. O'Hair.

Blunt in speech and uncompromising
in ber view. Mrs. O"Hair maintains, [
cannot respect a person who holds a
religious idea. ¥ try to insult hlm
honestly.™

She has been the cowntry's leading
proponent of atheism since the early
1960s, when S. Supreme Court
upheld her lawsuit to stop public .
scheols from conducting prayers in the
classroom.

FROM THE AMERICAN Atheist
Center, which she established in Aus- .
tin. Tex.. Mrs, O'Hair crisscrosses the
nation. speaking out against discrimi-
nation, religious programs in public
schools and phrases such as “In God _
We Trust” on coins and government
buildings. .

“America is the only country
rounded on separation of church and
state.” she told her audience of about
150 persons. *We have to stand, up for
our heritage.”

She describes atheism as a philoso-
phy of persons who are “free from
religion.” basing their life on expe-
rience. with no faith in or dependence
on a “'supernatural” being.

Road bonds seen

if gas tax

The Board of Oakland County Road
Commissioners has adopted a $37.4
million budget for 1979 as proposed by
Managing Director John L. Grubba.

‘The budget includes four road con-
struction projects sought by members
M the audience during a public hear-
ing Nov. 15 as part of the §1&.5 million
mslrucunn program.

+ Another major change from the pre-
hearing proposal substitutes $4 million
o bond revenue for $4 million that had
" been anticipated from proceeds of the
two-cent state fuel tax increase and
Vehicle weight tax increases adopted
py the Michigan Legislature. .

*It appears that petitions to repeal
-lhe rate increases will be filed and
icertified, meaning the tax won't be

llected until at least after a State-
ide referendum in 1980, said Road
mmissioner John R. Gnau Jr.

He said bonding would therefore be
essary to meet county needs as
‘budgeted. **However, bonds will not be

stalled

sold if the gas and weight tax petition

drive fails, we decided to budget from
bonding because of the time necessary
to complete arrangements, should
bonding be necessary,” said Gnau.

INCLUDED IN the budget are an
$18.5 million construction pmgram};

‘burden of religion” for us,

say suburban activist atheists

As outlined in ~The American Athe-
ist,” Mrs. O'Hair’s magazine, the pur~
pose of the American atheist move-
ment is to promote the complete
separaion. of church and state and to
maintain a secular educational sys-
tem. And while Mrs. O'Hair feels con-
tempt for religious persons, she said
her organization doesn't aim to sup-
press religious activities.

MRS, O'HAIR maintains that fear of
losing one’s job and social pressure
keeps persons who espouse the athe-
istic philosophy from speakmg out.
The Michigan Chapter has just 32
members. .

_ She praised a 24-year-old police offi-
cer from the Lansing area. who admit-
ted to having the “heebie-jeebies",
about openly coming to a meeting of
atheists.

~Simply come out and help.” urged
Mrs. O'Hair. who was dressed in a
flowing black and gold robe. “Every-
body has to do his part to get rid of
this monster called religion.”
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$9.8 million for'
includes winter snow and ice removal;

$2.7 million for traffic services, $2 mil-
lion for engineering; $5.5 million of
fixed costs and $1.9 million for
administration.

Revenue anticipated indude: $16.5
million of state-collected gas and
weight taxes; $8.5 million of other
state and federal funds; $4.8 million of
local (project matching) funds; and
$1.5 million of fees and other revenues.

“Without the two-cent gas tax
increase and weight tax increases
averaging 30 per cent, revenues from
the state-collections are expected to be
only $1 million greater than we budg-
eted for 1978, said Grubba.
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That goes duuble for atheists who
still attend church. 20 per cent of all
non-believers, according to Mrs.
O'Hair. She wants them to quit.

“Stay out {of church) and stop con-
tributing.” said Mrs. O'Hair. *'If every
atheist in this nation would quit going
to church tomorrow. they torganized
religion) would be damaged, because
atheists go to church lyr business and
professional reasons.

~You have to stand up and fight.”
she continued, “From the point. of
view of the American Atheist Center,
we feel sure that (the United States
can be atheistic by the year 2000.”

Nationwide. atheist activism is
being directed against the motto. “In
God We Trust.” which appears on

«

A federal suit filed by Mrs. O] Hmrs
organization is being reviewed by an
appeals court in New Orleans.

*Symbols are extraordinarily impor-
tant,” said Mrs, O"Hair. “"We live and
die for our flag. and yet we allow the
corruption with ~*One Nation Under

earthsid
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Wake up to

The Perfect Shave

-bonus kit from Aramis.

Yours with a

minimum 8,50 purchase -
of anything Aramis.

The Perfect shave bonus kit contains
smoothers, soothers and the Aramis

.scentin travel size bottles. Youget 1

oz.soothing shave cream, 20z,
special shaving formula, a Gillette
Trac I* reusuable razor. 2 oz. Aramis
aofter shave and 1oz. Aramis cologne.
Suggested purchase: the peppery.
potent scent of Armais after shave in
a4ozsize, $9. Bonus, 3350 units.”
In Men’s Toiletries at Hudson's.

“Total units available at Metropolitan Detroit
Hudson's stores while quontities jast.
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12 Mile & Farmington Rd.
' Farmington Hills, Mich. @
553-4401
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Smiley Brothers
‘A TRUSTED NAME IN MUSIC™
The finest keyboard products available!

« Baldwin planos & organs *

+ Hammond & Allen argans

+ Marantz-Pianocorder “memory" planos
« Young Chang grands & consoles

« Select used instruments

Elrmlngham at 1010 N. Hunter, MI 7-1177
Also, Detroit & Dearborn )

THE
BOARDROOM

For the most
interesting ways
tokeep up
. appearances.
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- SomersetMall e Farlane Towne Center
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CAROLYN HOLLY'S
COMPLETE MENU
feoturlng.

Sirloin Steak

A traditional Holly's Favorite
carefully'broiled to your speci-
fication, served with potato or
rice pilaf, and of course a basket
of hot cheese bread.
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SINGLE?

‘You say you don't have thmgs
to do, places to go, ér new
people to meet? So why haven'
youjoined People, Places and
Things?
You'd like to meet new
frierids, have places o go

ple who
l\ke the same thlng: you

interesting, exciting and
enjoyable opportunities
available monthly for
your choosing.

For more information
Pcop[e Places& Things  call 559-5820 or mail
is an exciling conceplfor  this coupon
singles, We are your

personal reservationist

for events, activitiesand .

travé) with people of

similar interests.

Mee! others while 29540 Southfield Rd.

perticipaling in many Suite 100A
Southlield, Michigan
48076 (313) 5595820

PLYMOUTH

------------
1 want 1o know more about People, Places &
] Things. Please send brochure.
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» FREE ESTIMATES

Roll Insulation Available for Do-It- Yoursellers .
478-6046 o 227-4839
Jones Insulation Supplies m

Pre-Season
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Special
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CAROLYN HOI.LY'S
COMPLETE MENU -

' featuring
K-Bob

Carefully selected chunks of
sifbin, onion, green pepper.and
tomato broiled on skewer and, -
served on a bed of rice pilaf.

«$3.50

1020 WEST ANN ARBOR ROAD
PLYMOUTH




