Artlst returns to see how scenes have ch

age is still Lrylng!nﬂgure out
m, which was
away in his !eacl'crs nﬁc made itto
'an Alley.

stint with lhe Detroit Daily Mirror
doing lhe same thing, and then
rejoined the Times.

In the throes of the Depression and

making only $15 a week with a wife
and chlldren to support, he bowed out
of the per business in 1933. He
opted, at that time, to become a full-
time independent artist.

RS o

Launching nu venture with some
$1,500 in savmgs, Gelsavage produced
over 500 works between 1333 and 1837,
including sketches, watercolors, oils
and lithographs.

Bysrml; about the } being _ Gel
Y/ . peppered with buggles and wagon bow the
Back when Roosevelt occu-  wheels, Stacked crates of apples now
pied the White House and Joe Louis  stand where horses once waited to be  Tin P
ruled the boxing ring, Jobn Gelsa- shoed.
vage—a young Detrolt artisi—traveled  According to Gelsavage, he often
We.rmanyuf "s stone and  scouted the Rochester area for sub-

ekmadsloohngfnrnullure

jea.t
s!i; 1939, ice Collins’ Gt::c‘kmmh
. caught vage's
eye. A wateréolor resulied.

laastwaetpavzdrmdsandn

Jects because it was the nearest loca-
tion with hills and winding roads.
Coming from a hilly section of Penn-
sylvama, he sald he felt at home here,
He bad passed by the hlacksmith
shop three or four times prior to paint-
ing it in the summer of "%, It had
:.Ierbeenwo early or too late in the
y for getting the right lighting condi-
tions. Hegm{lhemmdatﬁpw
r specific purpose of
palnling the ghop.

The watercolor took him approx-
imately one and a half hours to paint.
He also did a couple of sketches of the
%showing borses being shoed and

les parked outside the building.
‘These were sold.
‘The son and brother of miners, Gel-
savagwnsbornlnl)ldl-‘orge Pa,,in
subsequently took his
!ﬁmlly to Jerome, Pa. in 1912 and Ear-
nest, Pa. in 1922.
It was as an eighth grader in Ear-
nest that Gehnvuxe penned a pnem

of miners fo
25 mEnﬁﬂed “18 'mns"
- lhe p gassed to obscurity until it
turned up one day in Tennessee Ernie
Ford's classic recording The record
identifies the lyries as oﬂgina!ing

llins opmthn went out at busi-
19455,

Al Bavage sold mnst of the

iough tings he produced
during that!period, he decided not to
msrket lhe blacksmith watercolor
heemlseitmnindedlﬂmo!nmm fre-
durlng his childhood days in

A eouple of months ago, however,
wvage gate the watercolor to
Detroit Historical Socis -

'Unﬂme‘ of lhe exaa
tumed o the far help. The
watercolor was put on d:splay i the
Avon Township Public Library and
blurbs information were

art by teking lemns from a Wlshing»
ton, D.C. correspondence school when
be was 14. A year later, he was
accepted into Indiana State Teachers
College despite the fact that he had not
aitended high school and was one yeay
under the minimum age requirement
for admission.

After completing three Successful
Yyears at Indiana State, school adminis-
trators discoveted the high school
omission. He was told he couldn't get a
college degree until he received a sec-
ondary diploma.

What be did, instead, was spend six
months in the meburgh Artists
Institute. He then trekked out to New
York Cll}', joined the Art Students

landed a job with the

McGraw-] Hi!l Publishing Co. as an edi- *

torial artist. He spent 1928-1880 in Fun
Gty.

His father and brothers, in the
meantime, had moved to

strikes taking place at that time. They
were lured by Detroit’s burganln
automotive industry, which offered
cleaner work and more
IN 1839, GELSAVAGE Blso estab-
lished roots in Detroit. He went to
work for the old Detroit Times as an

The Iast, time Detrot artist John

at Goodison's Orion-Collins intersection- was in the

Galsavage stood

saw a landscape that had been given a facelift by

progress. (Staff photo by Mindy Saunders)

requesting
printed in the‘local press. from an anonymous folk poem, editorial illustrator, served a short

early 1940s. When he returned there last week, he

AT THE INVITATION of the Roch-
ester Eccentric; Gelsavage, now 70,
, visited Goodison and confirmed that

3 hpbepmnudonmstooda“he
Paint Creek Cider Mill location.

Walking around the building, he
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26 Week term,

$10,000 MINIMUM DEPOSIT,
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9.80% ANNUAL RATE

0.44%
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