Young dreams lead
to life as quarterback

ByHABYGNIEWEK

Kids who phy on litle league or
YMCA teams often dream of playing
in the big leagues. Few make it.

New York Jets quarterback Matt
Robinson is one of the few. Hegnthls
start in' the Farmington Gray Y foot-
ball pmgram affiliated with the

Pm{emmally. he did a great deal
more warm the bench this
season. ARer the Jeulminhhhl‘st
start ngmmt Pittsburgh, Robinson led
the team to three consecutive wins.
‘That included a thrilling come-from-
behind victory over the Denver
Byoncos in which he connected on a 75-
gm{dpasswilhnvemnmmlelthme

He has won acclaim from team-
mates and coaches, kudos from sports
writers and admiration from female
fans (he's a bachelor). Only.time will
tell if he'll surpass the popularity of
predecessor Joe Namath.

“I DON'T HAVE any shoes ln ﬁll
Richard Tédd, who
sth, had more of those effects,” Rahn-
son said in a phone interview from his
off-season home in Atlanta.

The Robinson family moved from

Matt Robinson

Farmington to Atlanta when Matt was
9 years old. His father, Donald, was
transferred south by his employer,
G.D. Searie laboratories. His mother,
Marion, had a daily radio program on
WJR. The family is rounded out by
two brothers, Jeff and Mark.

In Farmington, Robinson played
little league baseball in addition to
football. The family lived on Kend-
allwood at Twelve Mile, behind O.E.
Dunckel Junior High. Robinson
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attended Kendallwood Elementary
School. He recalls tobaggoning and
sledding were favorite winter
passtimes.

ROBINSON HAS A general business
degree from the University of
Georgia, where one writer summed up &
His football career as “an advanced
course in patience.” Despite his sec- |
ond string college days, he is confident
of his professional abili

He says the highlight of his brief
career is that he has played at all. '
feel lucky to have had the chance so
early in my career. The Miami and
Denver games were exciting. Miami
hadn’t lost in 52 games at home, but

Robinson stresses team effort. He
ca!ls himsell a 100 per cent team

“Llfe in the hig leagues is a lot of
fun. It’s better than I expected. It's not
the hfg:lfoolery associated with what

T,

’l'te off-season will give Robinson a
chance to pursue some of his favorite
hobbies. He phns to attend golf tour-
naments in Las Vegas and Bermuda,
then head to (‘nhradu for skiing. B

“I enjoy the best of both wnrlds "he
mused. “I love New York and 1 love
Aflanta. Andlge!mhvembu!hdues
six months of the year.

Robinson was 2 ninth place draft
choice of the Jets in 1976. Hel be back
next year for his third season in the
big leagues.

infured. Robinson got his start In football at the
Farmington YMCA.

Gétﬁng set for a pass is Matt Robinson who found
himsell the center of attention for the New York Jets
football squad after the starting quarterback was
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$52 million more in

Michigan Depmmentm Commerce will be
-conducted in Farmington at 7:30 p.m., Feb. 28in
room 306 of J building on the Oakland (‘Mmmmlky
Coilege’s Orchard Ridge campus, 27055 Orchard
Lake Road. Bell is asking the commission for
sbout $234 million more in annual revenues over a
two-year period. The company proposes to
increase its rates by $142 miltion in 1979 and about
1980.
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