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Scientist
races time
for seeds

Jon Fobes is a young man with a
dream. To follow that dream, he's
willing to endure weeks of roughing it
that most of us would rather just read

Fobs 28, a plant geneticist at Mich-
igan State Umvemty. leaves next
week for two months in the wilds of
Peru. For the first month or so, while
he’s in the Peruvian Andes, he’ll have

.tcompany. The second month, Fobes

will travel alone into the Amazon val-
ley in a rented car jolting along primi-
tive dirt roads and inching along the
edge of 1,000-foot drops dotted with
Iittle white crosses which mark where
people have plunged to their death.
He'll probably be sick several times
while he S lhere Durmg his last !np.

food took their lnll nn Pns health, land-
ing him in the hospital twice. But he
shrugs it off as something that

Why |s Fobes going to endure all

He wants to collect tomato seeds.

Peru is the original home of the
tomato plant, and our cultivated spe-
cies still has several wild relatives
there. Fobes® aim is to collect seeds of

1

wwLp TOMATO T PRESUME7"

\.
\ "THe
these wild tomatoes while they're stilt
availabiu.

“Time is the critical factor,” he
explains, “Agriculture in Peru is chan-
gine — it's becoming more American-
ized, and large areas of land are being
cleared. The wild tomatoes are being
destroyed. In five years, they may be
gone.”

Rugged tomato lures Yank to Peru

‘These plants are important, he says,
because they are hardy and resistant
to some diseases and pests that attack
cultivated tomato varieties. Because
wild and cultivated tomato vasieties
can be hybridized — sexually crossed
—plant breeders can use the wild spe-
cies as a kind of gene bank.

Some of the wild species are readily

available in this country. Others, par-
‘ticularly the species that Fobes will be
looking for, have been collected very
rarely.

“Tomatoes are the most important
vegetable crop in the United States,"
Fobes points out. “They provide more
mutrition to the human diet than any
other vegetable, not because they are
50 nuf , but because we eat so
many of them.”

Five years of wnrkmg with tomato
species and his previous collecting trip
have taught Fobes what to look for,
when to go, which areas to visit and
how many of each species to bring
back. He'll gather the fruits of a plant
population — all the plants from one
area — pick out the seeds and dry
them, and then pop them into plastic
film cannisters fastened to a board,
being careful to keep all the seeds
from each plant separate from all the
rest. This board is his only piece of
special equipment.

On his last trip, it may have kept
him out of jail.

“I was going north from Peru into
Ecuador,” he relates. “Usually the
only Americans going there from Peru
are involved in the drug trade. The
border official who took my passport
wasn't about to believe that I was col-
lecting tomato seeds. He was sure it
wes a lie — and a bad lié, at that.
After about two hours, I finally showed
him the board with the cannisters of
tomato seeds. Only then did I get my
passport back and his OK to be on my
way.”
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Wink coats, fur pieces ond leathers.

State OKs work
on Woodward,
Northwestern

Woodward Avenue and North-
western Highway will be the subject of
$300,000 in road improvements in the
next six months.

Blds will be taken on those and 21

airport maintenance
p'u)ecLs by the state Transporation
Department Jan. 10.

The Northwestern Highway project
which the state estimates will
about $150,000, will consist of repaxring
and upgrading signs on five miles of
the highway from Eight Mile north to
Lahser Road in Southfield.

. The department said the project is
expected to be completed in June,

The Woodward Avenue project will
consist of replacing 1.2 miles of con-
crete and gutters in erung-

ham. The project is also expected
cost about $150,000 and will be Hmued
to the Woodward stretch between
Maple Road and Big Beaver Road. It
also has a June completion date.
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The highway department also
announced that Oakland County did
not qualik'y snow removal assistance

Forty-five of Michigan's 83 counties
recorded more than 80 inches of snow
last winter, qualifying them for annual
assistance payments from the state’s
gas and weight taxes,

Those counties will share nearly $2
million. Last year, 35 counties qual-
ified to share about $1.9 million.

Keweenaw County, the northern
most area of the Upper Peninsula,
recorded the most snowfall last win-
ter, 208.3 inches.

Houghton County, however, will
receive the largest share of the snow-
removal assistance funds, Having
recorded nearly 194 inches lagt year,
Houghton County will receive more
than $100,000.
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WINTER SEATING SALE!
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barstoo!

Sale price $69°5
Traditional pine barstool.
Sale price $7995
Classic_backless staol.
Sale price $19%5
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Masterchargs of Visa accepted

Fall slim-down looks in men’s wear fobrics
...blazers, shirts, skirts, trousers, and

greot basis like coshmere sweoters

ond silk shitts.

Night-life and party clothes, dressy sepo-
rates and dresses in sitk, chormeuse, tissue
faille and velveteen.

Scarves, hots, gloves, belts and glitter
accessories.

fAnd o fantastic selection of shoes ond
boots from our joan and david for foreign
affairs collection.

ann taylor </

S0 erset mall
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original oil paintings,
tapesirles, mirrors,
sculptures PLUS much more.

GIFT
ITEMS
GRATES

=7

WESTLAND
Wastland Cente

5222229

The PLUS in our name means: unusual gifts,
beautifully designed
lighting, ~ orlginal metal

10-20% OFF SALE

WALLDECOR e LIGHTING e TOOLS

NOVI
12 Osks Mall
349.8886
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Marketplace
Cooking School

Basic French Cooking: three 1%2-hour classes, §25.
Instructor: Mary Ann O'Neill

Monday~Jan. 15, 22, 29: 7:30-9 pm. Fairlane
Wednesday-Jan. 7. 24, 31 7:30-9 pm. Eastiand

Basic Cuisinart™ Techniques: 2-hour class, S1O.
Wednesday, Jan. 10; 7-9 pm.; Oakland

A bonus box of beauty from Germaine Monteil!
Inside our exclusive SFA Beauty Cache, you'll find:

Friday, Man. 12 7-9 pm. Westiand

Tuesday. Jan. 23;7-9 pm; Eastland

Thursday, Jan. 26;7-9 pm: Fairlane

f Microwave Classes: seriés of six 2-hour classes;
each different. $1O for one; $50 for all six.

Speclal Guest Appearance: Jmmy Schmidt,
London Chop House chef, will demonstrate his

- magic on Sat., Jan. 20,1to 12am. ot Eastiand.
Enroliments taken in The Marketplace, all stores.

Reservations and questions, call 223-1038.
Troy, Somerset Mall, Big Beaver at Coolidge, open Mondays, Thursdays -

hudsons
. and Fridays until 9 PM; Sundays, noon to 5 PM e . K
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Three-Way Clear Coat, Nail Color, Bio-Miracle Lation,
Acti-Vita Moisturizer, Super-Moist Lipstick, and a glorious
spray {(.330z.} of Galore fragrance. And, it’s all yours with
any Germaine Monteil purchase of *10 or more! Choose from
Monteil’s terrific collection of treatments and fragrance: |
‘Acti-Vita Cream, 1-1/80z., *30. Acti-Vita Enriched Moistutizer,
20z, 15.50. Bio-Miracle Lotion, 10z, *16. Calore Dusting
F’owder 70z., *10. Galore Spray Cologne Concentrate,

202z, 10.50. Cosmetic Collections.
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Saks Fitth Avenue,  Detroit, Second at Lothrop

RAPERY. BOUTIQUE COUPON

50/ OFF ALL

©  Wallpaper
*e Frelght Additicnal

Any Book-Any Group in our Library

No Charges Accepted
Offer Expires Jan. 27, 1978
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