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Immigrant lauds
the Amencan way

By SUSAN FELDMAN ROLLINGER

‘There are two reasons why Markus
Rohtbart of West Bloomfield wrote the
book "I Wanted to Live to Tell a
Story,” about the Holocaust and “his
survival of it.

One is “to tell people how good this
country, this USA, is. It is heaven on

The ‘other is to further the aware-
ness and education of those who'
believe all'Nazis and Germans were
evil; to inform them that there were
nod Nazs.”

Reﬂemng calmly on and spu!dng
softly about those nightmarish
to a group of West Bloomfield ngh
School journalists recently, Rohtbart,
52, now a successful meat ‘wholesaler
and father’of three, smod as a tribute
to Horatio Alger.

A native of Poland, Rohibart stilt
speaks with’ a thick accent, although
Hs English is almost perfect despite
only a fourth grade education,

Yet Rohtbart is a man of many
contradictions.
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“didn't get around to it,” he is none-
theless anxious to see his story in
print. So anxious that he is paying
Vintage Press 75 per cent of the pub-
lication costs and receiving only 40 per
cent of the profits.

ACCORDING TO ROHTBART, the
h)ok desls with his relxtmmhlps with
, friends and foe. In a time

when o one could be trusted, a naive
boy of 16 escaped from a concentration
camp only to meet an old friend of his
father’s. Excited by the security in
this chance meeting, young Rohtbart
ranup to achmwledge ‘himself,
Instead of the anticipated accept-
ance, this friend—now a German SS
%ent, turned Rohlbnn in to the N!m
cials.

Rohtbart discussed the an!xclpaunn,
disbelief and realization liberation by
the Russians brought. “For three days
and nights, everything, by law, was
open to us in Poland, including the
banks. We took suitcases of money and
played poker.”

As though a single warm memory
the stale

‘The most obvious is in his i
to citing “good Nazis. It is important
that, we mdge individuals . and not
countries.”

Risa dubmus point indeed that
there even were good Nazs, and espe-
cially difficult one to reconcile from a
man whose Bar Mitzvah was on the =
day World War H broke out and who
spent three years in near constant
jeopardy of death, separated from his
family in different concentration
camps, mcludmg the dreaded
Auschwitz!

ROHTBART SAYS' that the Nazis
“made you g animal. Yot are numb.
You are not a human being. You're a
plammaammallnacage . in camp.”
llmch " Others beat prisoners regu-
larly and hanged them at whim.

“In a 13-month period in one camp,
m one died of starvation and no one
was murdered. It simply was not nec-
essary to kill anyone.”

Rohtbart! concedes that if he found
any Nazi war criminal today that he
would pmh&bly “like to )ull them, 1
wouldn't care.

An equally diﬁ'cull mnlrad.munn to
reconcile js his determination in writ-
ing the book. Despite a 30-year delay
in beginning to write because

‘ing _prisoners,”

Gestapo guards “killed for

f his rec-
ollections, Rohtbart says *I raise you
one million... raise you three million. I
was so smart, I thought since Hitler
devalued money whenever he wanted,

s i t »
this money would also be worth noth- u I s

e -eSporicoats 0%
.;.Top‘c'oats “ 0
*Outerwear 50% orr

acts is dxlrcnlt for - Rohtbart to-con-

We've created a special assortment of impeccable
fashions for your selections. All our sale merchandise
is current in style and fabric. It's a perfect time for
you to purchase that special something that you
thought ynu could never afford.

VALUES FROM #55 to $345

ceive. “You didn’t need an excuse.
You were patted on the back for kill- .
he explained of the
Nazs. .

Rationalization for his own will to
live is equally difficult to understand. 4

TO WRITE THIS story, Rohtbart
says, “pulled me through. I told a
friend (during a seemingly endless
trek from one camp to another to
mpe the approaching Russians), ‘I
give up’. 1 weighed 80 pounds. My
friend carried me the last four mﬂes,
saying ‘If you give up, you die.””

- Whatever-the reason for writing the
book, his story will be told. If his book
proves to be as interesting or educa-
tional as the author himself, many
believe that it will be a tribute not only
o Rohtbart, but to the survi-
vorsotmalgrmwwntragedy
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