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DOLLS READY -- The Goodfellow dolls are in and ready to be picked up by
Farmington women who would fike to sew ciothes and dress the dolls for delivery
to needy families during the Christmas season. Showing the dolls are Charles Wil-
liams, this year's Goodfellow drive chairman, and Mrs. Shirley Richardson

(Evert photo)

Stenson Tells Stance

Against Consolidation

(The following article expresses the views of Joha F.
Stenson Jr., who is opposed fo consalidation. Stenson is
presenily serving os task force leader of the Urban Housing
Subcommittee of New Defroit, Inc., under sponsorship of
Generol Motors Corp. He has been associoted with the ar-
chilect-engineer and field supervision fields of construction
and wos on unsuccessful condidate for Formington City

Council lost spring.)

While at New Detroft I am
directing my attention toward
a substantial increase in the
production of housing for low=
and moderate-income familles,
My everyday activity with ure
ban problems, Including per-
sonal contact with govern-
mental and citizen groups has
prosided input for my deciston
to resist consolidation,

1 recommend at least two,
perhaps three, cities should
be operational within the 36-
square-mile area, This af-
fords close eltizen scru~
tiny of governmental activities
atfecting thelr eversday life,
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Each clity could effectivelycon-
trol centers of employment, re=
sidence, recreation and cw
ture, Al four of these centers,
vital to community survival,
should be geared to support the
home and family, not pro
motional ventures and big
government,

.

I BELIEVE the “big city”
form of government has dis-
advantages for ‘a residential-
orfented community. Big gov-
ernment loses the close asso=
ctation with the areas in which
urban problems generate, First
area of concern--investment
protection tapers off due to
lackadalsical code enforce-
ment. Second - space 15 pooT-
Iy utilized through densifi-
catlon, depriving  citizens
of qulet, safe, open area be-
tween dwellings, Third--ser-
vices become inadequate when
drawn thin; notably polce,
fire, DPW and  schools.
Fourth -~ attention to roads and
parks becomes secondary to
crime and welfare,

We should ask ourselves:
Where are we golng and are
we equipped to make the trip?
The citizens of the Farming-
ton areas, both city and town-
ship, have been bombarded with
comments relating to a course
of action to take this Nov, 4,
Wil 1t be consolidation? Willit
be annexation? WILl it be L~
corporation? It 1 Indeed sur-
prising to now look back and
reevaluate the city councll
campalgn of last April. At
that ttme the question was pro-
jected-- Did the candldates
support the moratorfum and the
two studies? I specifically
made it an issue not to grab
the ball and run with the res
commendations of absentee
consultants,  Both proposals
gave different Interpretation to
facts, and, most important,
created an attitude of compari-
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son. All consultants fall mis-
erably In thelr objectives i3
the government or the people
that are weighing the proposi-
tions and the recommendations
consider them binding without
flexibility,

1 was particularly happy when
the consolidation issue was
placed at an early dafe on the
ballot. It's only another ex-
pression of the “right now"
generation that doesn't plan or
recognize the circumstances
into which immediate action
can generate, A ‘determina-
tion for the future” by the tax
paying generation in Farming-
ton, now hangs in the balance,
This 1s not 2 decision that
should be taken lightly. Have
all the facts pertaining to taxes
and services been specifically
laid out in the open to those
people about to make the deci=
slon?

What will the city people
lose and what will the town-
ship people gain as a result of
consolidation? What would lead
anyone to endorse turning
Farmington into a disjolnted
glant, similar to Troy, Warren
or Livonia? What would en-
courage pecple to surrender
comfortable living in a small
city, secure, withpolice and fire
protection, good rubbish dis-
posal, water, sewer and parks?
Why would anyone belleve the
people of the township now en-
Joying a rural environment with
trees, space, fresh alr and
healthful surroundings be in-
duced to load up their com-
munity with well over 100,000
people? Why should people ac-
cept belng piled on top of one
ancther at the whims of a plan.
ning commission, depriving the
township cltizens of the se-
curity and  spaclous quiet
they cherish?

. .

THERE IS NO reason what-
soever that the people of Farm-
ington Township need to absorb
100,000 people likea spongeand
have evers square foot of open
space covered with bulldings or
parking lots. These things they
can control and I sincerely en-
courage them to do S0,

People of both city and town-
ship should look down the road
five or ten yearshenceand pro-
Ject a tax figure they will be
called upon to shoulder, I
hope they will 2lso think about
the disadvantage of com=
pression, due to increasedden~
sity that mass urbanjzation will
bring.

My feelings today are exactly
as they were last April 7, when
1 initiated the proposal sup-
porting the annexation to the
City of Farmington, that area
south of 10 Mile Rd, Without
question the existing city gov-
ernment, with moditication,
could adequately care for this
land annexation and provide
proper  administration and
Improved services for the citi-
zens lnvo'ved,

The areas of the township
north of 10 Mile Road should
form g newclty anddraftachar-
ter of thelr own, geared to the
rural environment they enjoy
and must protect. Their new
clty should develop zonlng ore
dinances, stringent on land use
and density of people per acre,
They can accomplish change
or obtain services at their own
pace,

May I speak out againagalnst
consolidation. Experlence dic-
tates the first thing that will be
done i consolidation s ap-
proved: Whohasdone it before?
See what they have done and
modify 1t to sult, I have yet to
find anything better that could

be adjusted and end up with a
result better than we already
heve,

Looking ahead, I belleve the
Farmington residents’ interests
can best be served and their
environment better controlled
by not

Dear John:

Some of us have not yet spoken
out strongly on the proposal be-
fore the Farmington Com-
munity, Many of us have
worked behind the scenes for
a better area {n which to work,
live and ralse chidlren, The
issue of consolidation is being
considered by sincere people
through all of greater Farming-
ton. But-- even sincere people
sometimes  make grievous
errors which affect others,

John Allen--1 feel that you
are making Such an error, You
and I are close friends and
will certatnly remain so, We
have shared a concern for the
real welfare of this area. No
one has to enumerate the many
contributions that you have
made to Farmington. You have
earnad respect,

However, for reasons known
best to yourself, you are now
acting contrary to alf that you
stand for, John, be assured,
that In my judgment, you are
totally and completely wrong,

PR

ALL OF US incommunity life
have seen many examples of
waste, needless red '
wheel-spinning, project fall-
ures, petty bickering, political
jockeying, and sometimes, de-
ceft, Most of the things occur
‘because of the polltically-frag-
mented  Farmington ~Com-
munity as it s today.

Sure, consolidation won't
solve all the problems, nor
will it eliminate waste and red-
tape, But 1t will sure as heck
make 1t easier to deal with the

Beautifiers
Seeking
Suggestions

FARMINGTON
The City of Farmington Beau-
tification Committee isattempt-
ing another action plan to in-
volve residents In helping to
«“Keep Farmington Beautiful.'
The commitice has placed
five suggestion boxes in loca-
tions throughout the city for the
use of interested residents,
These boxes, provided by
Bernard B. Dickman, a com-
mittee member, will be placed
In the following: Farmington
Community Center, Farmington
Road and 10 Mile; Clty Hall;
Farmington District Library;
Board of Commerce office; and
in Frank's Nursery inthe Farm-
ington Plaza Shopplng Center,
The committee urges resi-
dents who feel they have worth-
while suggestions for the beau-
tification committee to act upon
to drop their suggestions In the
new suggestion boxes, Through
this means, the committee hopes
to augment lts program to help
make Farmington a better com-
munity In which to live,

An Open Letter

Allen’s Dead Wrong--Blumberg

(The following is an open lefter to Cit

Councifman .

John Allen from Dr. Edwin Blumberg. Dr. Blumberg is @ res.

dent of Wood Creek Farms,

a leader of the Oak Hill Nurs-

ing Home, president of the Farmington Exchange Club, o

hig
problems of the 705, And that,
my friend John Allen, isone
of the points I wish to make,

‘To wit- You may wish tostill
1ive in the *40s or '50s or '60s,
but the mafority of Farmington
people want to work and live in
the *70s; we must plan for them
in the 1605 -~ 1t 1s not too late -
we can start on Nov, 4 with g
“YES” vote on consolidation,

The purpose of this note toyou
18 not to discuss consolidation,
That s amply covered else-
where by others, Almostevery
leader, including officials of the
four government units, almost
all civic and club leaders,
school officials, units of both
political  parties, business
leaders, and hosts of others,
have come out In favor of &
YES vote on Nov, 4, in order
to give the community & chance

long advocafe of cityhood for Farmmaton Tonoeh:
Ry respocied community feadary " 10" "SHPr 9nd @

to progress and stay viable,

1t 15 interesting to note, in
passing, that most of the news
articles agalnst consolidation
have been written by you, Most
of the debates have been John
Allen against a large and varied
number of proponents, in-
cluding most of the com-
munity's leaders,

John, do sou really think and
believe that you are acting in
the best long-term lnterest of
WE, THE PEOPLE like you
claim, or is 1t possible that
you are more concerned with
the short-term interest of ME,
JOHN ALLEN,

1 started off by not ques-
tioning your sincerity, which 1
cannol, but I can certatnly re-
cognize your apparent blind-
ness to the facts and the future,
You are conducting a near one-

Reader Writes

Resident

Tells

I-City Views

EDITOR:

Recent comments in your
nesvspaper by charter commis-
sion candidates and others
have expounded many reasons
for consolidation into a single
city. 1 would like to comment
on several of them.

First of all, one statement
was made that consolidation
does not mean an increase in
taxes but it is the budget that
dictates the tax rate. It's diffi-
cult to imagine consolidation
without immediate or eventual
budget increase. therefore. it
is a foregone conclusion that
taxes will increase.

Second. another comment
was made that consolidation
was necessary to acquire a
voice in the development of
surrounding areas of the city.
This is more or less immater-
ial to the residents of the city
as the city is generally encir-
cled right now by apartment
complexes, industrial and resi-
dential areas. In fact. under
consolidation. we would be
more anonymous than ever.

There are some individuals
who say let's vote “ves' and
see what the commission pro-
poses. To this I reply that a
ves vote indicates that consoli-
dation is desired and its much
easier Lo pass the charter at a
subsequent election due to lack
of interest and voter apathy.

1 urge everyone to think
twice before voling “yes” on
consolidation. The City of
Farmington right now is man-
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FARMINGTON ROAD
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aged quite well. stabilized and
it s very nearly developed. It
is entirely possible that the
city tax rate will increase as is
eversthing else but look what
we face if we consolidate and
inherit a share of the town-
ship’s problems
V.L. Vanderberg
City of Farmington

man campaign based

and fear,
P
AMONG THE TRUTHS and
facts which you refuse to see
are these:

A YES vote Nov, 4 stmply
gives the Farmington area two
years or two votes by the peaple
to determine their future, You
are bent on denying that to the
people, You have screamed
for more study and more facts,
They are mostly in now; open
your mind and 100k,

You have:ranted about the
problems of the bigh city,
You have never once discussed
the obvious and overwhelming
problems of & “too small"
city or a ‘fragmented com-
munity,” You have instilled
fear In people by misinforma-
tion about taxes, public ser-
vices, local zoning, and a host
of others. You refuse to re-
cognize the obyious - this area

is going to be In a hell of &

mess, and to
govern In 1975, if we domt pre-
pare 1970,

You have witnessed the ran-
cor, distrust, reediesss com-
petition, putting one over, and
self~ concern which have char-
acterized too much of this area
for too many years (e.g. the
petition war last week), You
have chosen to Temain oblivicus
to 1t, and wishto continue tolive
1n the past.

John, this note to you is
strong, persona, and dramatic,
The future welfare and best
interests of all of Greater
Farmington depends ona strong
YES vote in all four units on
Nov, 4.

Come Join with the restofus,
and get In step with the future,
Don't let Farmington be cru-
cified on a cross of blindness
and ignorance. You are a re.
spected leader here, by me,

by everyone, 5o lead,
Your friend,
DR. ED BLUMBERG

Instant nothing. Let us

only to residential gas
of Consumers Power

local permit fees

MAIL
COUPON
FOR MORE

INFORMATION

Garbage and trash are . .
GONE with a CALCINATOR. Cal-
cinator's superheated
“'Friendly Flame™ consume 79%
more trash and garbage thap old-
fashioned methods -- and do it
with an elegant air -- quickly, au-
tomatically -- the smokeless and
odorless way. You simply drop in
your wrapped refuse -- PRESTO!

how Calcinator takes the messy.
trash and garbage problems out of
your hands. Offer applies only to
normal installation and applies

and does not inciude payment of

CALCINATOR

Gas Incinerators

NOW AT SPECIAL
INSTALLED PRICES!
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Company
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Consumers Appliance Dept.

Gentlemen: Flease have a Consumers Representative call
at my home to further explain your Gas Incinerator offer. |
understand there’s no obligation

Street
City

S,

11801 Farmington Road, Livonia, Michigan 48151

consumers Power

Open 'til 9 Friday Evening

MG-2670.39




