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Museum display gets on track

By John Bozzo

The first person who called Charles
Burt “Choo Choo™ thought he was giv-
ing Charley the needle.

It didn't work. Charley liked the
nickname. Now he even has “Choo
Choo™ printed on a desk nameplate.

Choo Choo refers to Burt's lifetime
avocation-toy trains.

“As far back as I can remember I've
been interested in toy trains,” Burt
sald. “In 1924 my brother, who is three
and one-half years older than me,
received an American Flyer wind-up
for Christmas.

“From then on I was sold,” Burt said.
“I can still see myself pushing that
train along the floor and going ‘Choo
Choo’.”

A longtime Redford resident and
electrician by trade, Burt began col-
lecting the antique toy trains 26 years
ago. He now has 200 locomotives, about
1500 cars and six miles of track.

Most of Burt's collection will be on
display, Jan. 13 through Feb. 11, at
Southfield’s Burg Museum, located at
Burg Road and Civic Center Drive. The
museum is open 2-5 p.m., Saturdays
and Sundays. Visitors may arrange an
appointment by calling 646-2845.

BURT'S FAVORITE piece is the
first train he ever owned, a Lionel
Number 33 Locomotive.

One of the more valuable items on
display is a burgundy and olive colored
replica of a 1931 Ives Lines locomo-
tive. Although the replica is only one
year old it's worth $500. The original is
worth $1500.

’

“I have an average size collection,”
Burt™said. “Some guys have enormous
collections. In total it’s worth about
$7000.”

Dollar values of the items may va-ry .

with such a small thing as its color.

“A Lionel Number Eight is common
in red or orange, but rare in mojave.
Just because of the color it will go
from a $50 item to a $150."

Chog Choo has the identical train his
brother received in 1924, which initial-
ly tickled his fancy. The American Fly-
er locomnotive has a USR.R. Express

USS. Mail, a Pennsylvania R. & R. and
an Express Baggage cars.

There are also some old train cata-
logs on display. A 1926 Ives catalog
explains, “An Ives invention. Push the
button and any Ives Series R locomo-
tive will reverse itself at your will,
wherever it is on the traciy,

Marvelous!”

One real find is a never used 1923 HO
Locomotive, made by the Bing Co. of
Germany. It is the first electric train-
made by that company, Burt said.

“I found it in the Salvation Army,”
Burt said. “I haunt places like the Sal-
vation Army looking for trains. But
most of my trains were obtained
through other collectors.”

ALTHOUGH HE IS AN avid collec-
tor, no one will ever find Choo Choo
Charley wearing an engineer’s hat and
running toy trains in his basement.

“I'm ashamed to admit it,” Burt said,
“but all my stuff at home is packed in
boxes.”

Learn about tax forms

Madonna College in Livenia is host-
ing a workshop dealing with the prepa-
ration of tax forms from 9 am.- 4 p.m.
Jan. 27.

‘The seminar will focus on changes in
the tax laws and provide an explana-
tion of all schedules and forms related
to the 1040 individual form.

Answers to individual problems will

be provided by the instructor. Registra-
tion for the workshop will be accepted
in the administration building, Madon-
na College, 36600 Schoolcrait at the
registrar’s office, on weekdays from
8:30 am.- 5:30 p.m. A $25 fee will be
charged. For more information, call
591-1200, ext. 14. Madonna is at School-
craft and Levan in Livonia.

LOCKS ... SAFES ... DOORCLOSERS

Mike’s Mobile
Locksmith

ORGP .
Q Authorized Dealer of

Free blood.
pressure’
screenings
offered

Henry Ford Hospital
West Bloomfield Center
is offering free blood
pressure screenings two
days a week. In addition
to the screenings that
have beed available on
‘Tuesdays from 1-4 p.m.,
testing is done on Thurs-
days from 1-4 p.m.

The screening is pain-
less and takes five min-
utes. No appointment is
necessary. The center is
located at 6777 Maple, 2
% miles west of Orchard
Lake Road.

Participants don’t
have to be patients at the
center in order to be test-
ed.

Service

BONDED and INSURED

967-3361

 Elect start

e Two staged—
Thiows up.te
30 feet.

« Self-propelled
with reverse

A
$40 OFF
ON ELECTRIC STARTERS

Actessories & Attachments Available
Compact 2.7, 3.5, or 5 H.P.
Standard 5, 7, or 8 H.P.
Deluxe 10 H.P. 32"

Quantities are Limited!

[ e |Manus Power Mowers [rms]
3118 N. Woodward, Royal Oak
% 2 Biks. South of 13 Mile Rd. @
PHONE LI 9-2440

OPEN DAILY 9 to 6

Why the Old Mill
is going to be
your favorite restaurant

Reason No. 29:
The Desserts.

The Old Mill's liqueur

parfaits are made with cool
and creamy vanilla ice cream
covered with a cascade of
Kahlua, Amaretto, Galliano,
Drambuie .or your favorite
liqueur. Just $1.85. ‘You'll
also-enjoy our creamy cheese-
cake, fresh baked pies, ice
creams and orange sherbet. .

Ol Mill

5838 Dixlo Hwy.
623-9300

. LEES Carpets

Carpets and Resilient Floors
Since 1925

i

‘s. R. KRAMER Cc.X
15986 Middlebelt _2

N belweeT‘ISV%glh:ile RAds.

522-5300

‘Giant Flea Market
150 DEALERS

Antiques — Collectibles
New and Used

214 E. MICHIGAN AT PARK
DOWNTOWN, YPSILANTI
9717676 Days
451-5890 Weekends

P wens

HONESTLY...

8 pm - 10 pm Fri.
10 am - 6 pm Sat., Sun.

:_ SAVE NOW AS NEVER-BEFORE

=4 ARMSTRONG
g DESIGNER SOLARIAN

[}
B INSTALLED WITH % INCH PLYWOOD H
| SUB FLOOR (STEPS EXTRA) i

1 12 Aoom (12 Sq. Yas) coMPLeTe 228,01
§ 0% 12 Roomeaw sq. vas)  cowpuere 253.00 |
i 11 212 Room (14 213 Sq. vas)  compLere 272.00 )
12 x 12 Room(18 Sq. Yds) conpLere 296.01

13 x 12 Room(17% Sq. Yds)
14 x 12 Room(18 213 Sq. Yds)
15 x 12 Room (20 Sq. Yds)

compLeTe 345.00
compLere 370.00

A Glant Savings on Royal Solarian,
.Sundlal and Imperial Solarian E [l

Buy Your Solarian from e’ Il
Amstrong Floor Phshion ]

Cewnlur rained by H
*We are train
Armstrong ]
« Instaltation Guaranteed by
Armstrong [ ]

Armstrong

32639
FORD ROAD §
12 BLX. E. OF VENOY
427.6620
FREE ESTIMATES 1

EXPERT

cowrrere 320,00 |
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‘Choo Choo’ Charley likes little trains in a big wély
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NOW YOU CAN,
SAVE IN THE MORNING
AND HAVE A BEAUTIFUL

NEW ROOM THE SAME DAY!

Fabric backed vinyl wall-
covering reg. $8.95a rolt
sale $5.95 a roll

WOVEN WOOD

Wood shades give your win-
dows aunique natural feeling.
The perfect treatment for any
window in your home.

SAVE AGAL.
HADES *4

Fisherinterior latex flat
reg. $11.99

sale $7.99

SAVE

25% |

Thesedrapes
are custom
tailored fof
aprecisefitand
personalized
look. Choose from
our vast selection of beautiful
fabrics and styles or bringin
your own material. -

'SOUTHGATE 18570 Eureka Rd.. 262-5522
LIVONIA Wonderland Center 425-8970 ;
19704 Middlebelt 478-9200 o
DEARBORN 22529 Michigan Ave. 565-9600
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