‘Participate in planning’

(Continued from page 11)
tunately the offenders are few in
number, but their memory lingers.

To be a wedding guest is an hon-
ored privilege, not a social obliga-
tion. It means that two people
have said to you, “On this most sig-
nificant day of our lives, we want
vou to be with us.”

Now let me turn to the prospec-
tive bride and groom. The engage-
ment ring is fresh on the finger. It
is time to set a wedding date. You
want a church wedding, yet
neigher you nor your family are
active members of a local church.

You may find yourself running
up against special restrictions.
Many churches will marry only
their own members and constitu-
ents. Some may require classes of
instruction or conversion for a
fiancee, Others will not marry di-
vorced persons,

I serve a church that leaves
much to my discretion and im-
poses few, if any, restrictions. Yet

even the most liberal of pastors
resents being treated as a “wed-
ding merchant”. We are under no
obligation to marry anyone. Every
minister draws a personal line
somewhere.

My first advice is to call early.
As I write this during the second
week in January, I have already
booked every Saturday evening in
September. Do not schedule a
reception, hire a caterer, and then
call the church! You might be very
surprised,

Once you have secured a church,
be prepared to accept its minister
and organist. While I am happy to
include another pastor or priest in
the ceremony, that invitation
should come from me,

Also, there are a host of good
reasons why ministers prefer to
work with thier own organist.
While some of us are willing to
bend that rule, we respond far bet-
ter to requests rather than
demands.

Plan to attend whatever pre-
marital conferences the minister
may require. We take this very
seriously, although our approaches
and requirements differ. We are
concerned that careful planning
precede both wedding and mar-
riage. These sessions are time-con-
suming, yet we believe that signifi-
cant things can and do happen as a
the result of them.

Come to the initial session pre-
pared to participate in planning
your wedding. My job is not to
hand you a “wedding package.” I
want to reflect the best of my
church’s tradition as well as the
uniqueness of your own personali-
ties.

1 will help you think through is-
sues of taste and appropriateness.
I will even place an occasional
limitation on your desires, But I
am more than willing to help you
in the creation of something spe-
cial.

Daughter weds, Dad stars

{Continued from page 10)

can't stop a runaway horse or a
wedding that is out of control and
booming along on its own momen-
tum.

The father then is assigned a
task for which he is knowledgeable
and well fitted--picking out the
liquor. He makes the selection
("No, no, not the expensive Scotch--
the cheap stuff, please”) and tells
the bride to encourage the guests
to drink beer, which comes with
the tab for the dinner. After all,
any leftover booze comes back to
the father--and he feels he'll need
it when this is all over.

COMES THE rehearsal and re-
hearsal dinner. The wedding party
is in jeans, the talk is raucous, the
laughter contagious. The tension.
starts to break, and the father
feels that this might not be so bad
afterall. These dumb kids don't
know enough to be nervous, so why
should he be?

The day of the wedding dawns
bright and sunny and warm. It is a
football Saturday, and the father
experiences a mild twinge of re-
gret that he cannot be in Ann
Arbor. Or maybe he could..after
all, the wedding isn’t until late
afternoon, land if he left the game
in the fourth quarter..no, better
not.

The father struggles into his uni-
form, preens before the mirror,
and calls in the females to express
their admiration. Has anyone ever
looked s0 handsome in a tux? May-
be he'll start wearing one to work.

AND HERE comes the bride!

The father takes her arm and
tries to think of something bright
to say, like, “I hope all those can-
dles don't set the church on fire,”
or “Are you sure your bra strap
won't break?” He settles for,
“You're the second most beautiful
bride P've ever seen,” then wond-
ers what he’ll say when the next
daughter walks down the aisle.

Step off in time to the music. All
heads are turned. These people
should be applauding us stars, he
thinks. Then he releases his daugh-

ter’s arm and goes to sit beside the
mother. His moment in the spot-
light Is over.

The wedding is beautiful (aren't
they all?), the reception loud with
laughter and musie, punctuated
with kisses. The father takes a look
in the bar late in the evening and

goes home secure in the knowledge
that some of the liquor is left over.

Well, that's one down. Only
three daughters to go.

And a word of advice to other
fathers of the bride: Enjoy it. After
all, you ARE the most important
person at the wedding.
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Put Fashion Into
Your Lowve. . .

.. with a precious ArtCarved diamond ring and a
matched set of coordinating ArtCarved wedding rings.
All in 14K gold. Choose from our complete selection.

FIRST LIGHT

ARTARVE
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fR  Jewelers -

Fuooly Jewelers Since 1908

336 Main Street Rochester 652-2400

accessories

chains

APPLEGATE
SQUARE
Northwestern Hwy.
at Inkster
Southfield, Michigan
356-6468

Mon.-Sat. 10-5
Thurs. till 8:30

often delightful...

fanciful gifts for hostesses, bridal attendants and you

T hePaper Place is...

alway S QXCiting- .e as in weddings

contemporary invitations, thank you notes and

as in brides

fr equent]y fabulous. » as in grooms

custom stationery, cross pens, monogrammed key

Sometimes Serious « s « as in marriage

traditional engraved invitations and announcements,
wedding consultants, calligraphers
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TAKE TIME TO DREAM...

Imaginative Furniture with meticulous detail,
exceptional comfort and classic design for those
who appreciate fine craftsmanship at affordable
prices. For comfort, economy, durability, feel,
smell and looks

..EXPERIENCE LEATHER

We invite you to see our uniquely beautifu!
furnishings at exceptionally low prices.

Design Service Available

I\NHO\Q. 2912 N. Woodward, Royal Oak
Mon., Tues., Wed., Sat. 10-6 Thurs., Fri. 10-8
ovXempo 549-3020

A ica’s Largest Selection of Fine Leather Furniture
Cradit Purchasss Welcome




