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Cairns enters plea for low-income senior housing

By MARY GNIEWEK

‘The poor and the elderly got a plug’
from acting City Manager Floyd Cairns
Monday night.

He asked the Farmington Hills City
Council to consider low income resi-

- dents in the pro senior public
-+ housing project the city hopes to build
500

've lived here for 64 years, longer

than any of you,” he said. “I think it's
«: about time our hearts went out to
+ Someone besides ourselves. Everyone
. here has a home to go to tonight, some-
- thing to eat. So I think we ought to
- think it over. That’s all I have to say.”

Cairn’s words were loudly applauded
by a small group of Commission on Ag-
ing members present at Monday’s city
council study session. Council spent the
evening discussing a bonding election
slated for March 6 in which voters will
be asked to approve sale of $8 million
in municipal finance bonds for senior
public housing.

Project financing was also discussed.
Commission on Aging Chairwoman
Nancy Bates said a critical situation
exists among Farmington Hills senior
population. .

“Many senior citizens must choose
between food and medicine. They are
living on fixed incomes,”zshe said. “I

wish couneil would pursue HUD (Hous-
ing and Urban Development) funding.
It is the only way these people will be
helped.”

MAYOR EARL OPPERTHAUSER
said the city is trying to secure Richard
Headlee, who successfully spearheaded
a tax limitation drive last N

i
ing Commission mermbers to rally sup-
port behind the bonding issue.

“In the second phase of the game
plan, we will try to obtain financial
support to defray the cost of housing
and get the rents down. There are
many people in this community who
could donate without hurting their
** he said.

to help with the senior housing push,

“I think it would be a great shot in
the arm if Headlee or members of his
organization would give to the cause,”
Opperthauser said.

‘The mayor also spoke about forming
a steering i of Cc isst

It is currently projected that rents
will be $350 a month for two bedroom
units and $284 for one bedroom aparat-
ments. Plans call for a 240-unit build-
ing on a 10-acre site at Drake and
Freedom. The land was deeded to the

on Aging, Building Authority and Hous-

Senior chore problem
tackling tough tasks

Seniors faced with a mound of snow

. and ice camouflaging their porch can

gain a helping hand with Old Man Win-

ter from the Farmington Hills Parks

. and Recreation Program’s Senior
Adult Chore Program.

- The program, open to Farmington
and Farmington Hills residents 60 and
older, provides free chore services.

‘While domestic chores, such as pre-
paring meals, housecleaning and wash-

. ing dishes are excluded from the list of
services, the program provides help
with such heavy tasks as snow shovel-

- ing, yard work, washing windows and

~ mminor repairs.

Senior citizens and others skilled in

. home repair tasks are employed on 2

+ part-time basis by the program. The
employees will replace washers on fau-

. cets, move furniture and spread salt on

. icy sidewalks. Chipping the ice off the

. walks is avoided by the crews, accord-

~ ing to Maggie Loridas because the task

« might be dangerous to the workers.

Papering walls is among the chores
the service won't accomplish. Em-

Any donations received by the pro-
gram will go toward financing the ser-

ployes won't fix li
either.

REPAIRS WHICH HELP MAIN-
TAIN the safety of residents will be
done, according to Ms. Loridas. These
repairs include fixing handrails and
cleaning gutters.

Low-income families will be given
priority in the program which is sup-

ported by -Farmington, Farmington

Hills and the Area Agency on Aging.

Persons wishing to enlist in the ser-
vice can call 474-1407 between 9 am.
and noon on Mondays-Thursdays.

Once the request for the service has
been made, Ms. Loridas will visit the
home to determine the amount of work
done. After the work is completed a do-
nation envelope is sent to the resident.
Denations are left at the discretion of
the resident, who isn't required to pay
for the service.

" Brotherton says budget’s tight

State Rep. Wilbur “Sandy” Brother-
ton (R-Farmington) reported this week
- that the next two years will bring few-
« er jobs and higher unemployment, but
.. there will still be some improvement in
Michigan’s economy.

“The Governor’s budget for the com-
ing fiscal year is in excess of $4.5
billion,” Brotherton said. “The hue and
cry is already being heard from all who
depend on state revenues for their jobs
and financial support.”

Brotherton said there are strong in-

. dications already that a slowdown in
v the economy is underway. He cited the
. increased welfare load and the gover-

Hills student is tops

Deborah Jean Justice of Farmington
Hills, a social science and education
major, received distinguished student
rank for the fall semester of the 1978-
79 school year. .

. In order to qualify for distinguished
rating, a student must have a grade in-
? dex of at least 5.5 (B plus) of a possible

nor’s proposal to limit to five percent
increases in various government job
pay.

“Because of the degree to which cit-
ies, counties and school boards rely on
state funds, the Governor has asked the
Legislature to complete approval of his
budget by June 30, 1979. Hopefully, we
will.”
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Texture Foam
from Zotos

We've got it and you'll love
it! The perm that curls
your hair with a blanket
of warm Foam instead of
lotion. The perm that's
time-released to seep
gradually, gently into the
hair, creating waves of
curls while releasing
organic-rich
conditioners.

call today?

Whether you want lots of curls or just a lot of body, § Perms
Texture Foam gives you the sheen and lustre that
comes from hair in good condition. Why not
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38255 West Ten Mile. Road, Farmington Michigan
Located in Freeway Shopping Center

Hours: MON. 94, TUES. & SAT. 430 AM-4:00 PM"
WED & THURS. 430 AM-9:00 PM. FRL, 430 AM.-6:00 PM.

‘“.;'4‘
/ - "
it \\‘>—~1»// A

35

vice, to Ms. Loridas.

RED TAG
WINIER CLEARANCE

WE'LL LOWER PRICES UNTIL
EVERY RED TAG ITEM IS SOLD, Feb. 9-15 30% OFF|
HURRY-QUANTITIES LIMITED

orthogondlity

135 s.woodward, birmingham, 642-1460

Hours: Mon.-Sat. 106 Thurs. & Fri. il §  Sun. 12-5

city with the that part of it
be used for senior housing.

Said councilwoman JoAnne Smith: “I
think it is a mistake to go into a project
of this magnitude asking for a handout.
It is unprofessional. .

“Asking for donations and forming a
steering committee is admirable, but
we can’t back away from the problem
over and over again. I'm sure we can
get federal aid for this project if we
take it step-by-step and don’t panic.”

COUNCILMAN JOE ALKATEEB
said a market study should be conduct-
ed before the bonding election to deter-
mine if the project can be self sustain-
ing.

Feb. 2-8 20% OFF

Feb. 16-22 50% OFF]
Feb. 23-28 70% OFF|

“Assume the units will rent for $315
amonth and we don’t get aid. Would we
be able to rent 2l the units? I don’t
want to be committed to an $8 million
project that won't fly.”

Opperthauser said the council’s pri-
mary concern now is to get the bonding

issue passed, then investigate avenues
of funding, including HUD.

The city is also expected to begin
talks with the Sisters of Mercy regard-
ing rehabilitation of the Mercy Center
for senior citizens at Eleven Mile east
of Middlebelt.
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[-1 striking two-pil i
wool gabardine suitin navy, red, cognac, white. $650.

emanuel ungaro

Renaissancg Center (Tower 100) » Detroit « 259-7290
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FOR A MORE lustrous shoeshine spread a
few drops of lemon juice. Then shine with a
wet cloth. For quick results when you want
to sell something, try an Observer & Eccen-
tric Classified Ad.

TODAY’S BEST INTERIORS i i
HAVE A TOUCH OF THE ORIENT. OUR UNUSUAL RATTAN-LOOK
,COLLECTION IS NOW ON SALE FOR A LIMITED TIME.

We can't think of a more relaxing, warmer look for your living room, family room or den. Our handcrafted custom
rattan-look collection is handsomely created of solid woods, gently curved and cane-wrapped at the joints for added

support and

period of years,

MEMBE!
Where beautifulinteriors
happen every day.
INTERIOR ~ Remember, there'snevera
DESIGN  charge for our professional
CIE Interior Design Service.

We guarantee and service every item we sell
for a period of 3years... of course we can't
replace fabrics, they do wear cutovera

ly rched for exofic

Choose from our wide selection of custom fabrics. 84" 3-
cushion sofa, sale $535; 59" loveseat, sale $459; matching chair, sale $279; comer table, sale $135;
cocktail able, sale $135; conscle table, sale $169; benches, sale $98 each.

Use our convenient charge plan, Visa or Master Charge

Towne & Country

Open daily 10-9—Wed. & Sat. 10-6
Dearbom—easul) Michigan Ave.—East of Telegraph—565-3400
Bloomfield—4107 Telsgraph Rd.—At Long Lake Rd.—642-8822
1110 S. Rochi

Rd.—InW

Itoira

Mall—652-3500
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