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Medicaid controversy
- New sterilization rules irk doctors

By MICHAKL MATUSZEWSKI

.. New federal guidelines regulating
Medicaid-financed  sterilizations have
area doctors fuming. Poor women who
~«:Want or need sterilization may find it
.- more difficult to obtain the operation.
,. The new guidelines were issued re-
cently by the United States Depart-
«ment of Health, Education and Welfare
«{HEW) and took effect Feb. 6.
... The guidelines say persons wanting
::10 be sterilized must give written con-
t~Sent to the operation at least 30 days
before it will be performed.

They specify that patients must be
.__informed of other forms of birth con-
" trol and sterilization.

+  And they provide that interpreters
| must be used to inform foreign lan-
guage-speaking patients of all the ram-
ications of sterilization.
- Doctors fear the increased paper-
! work, coupled with the possibility that
;. the federal government will withhold
- payment for sterilization eperations it
. deems unnecessary, will result in fewer
doctors administering to Medicaid
patients,

THE NEW guidelines provide, said
1 Dr. Cornelius A. Navori, chief of Oak-
wood Hospital's Department of Obstet-
rics and Gynecology in Dearborn, that
Medicaid will not pay for a hysterecto-
my (removal of the uterus) if the opera-
. tion was done in the interest of birth
: control.

Oakwood ranked third in the state in
* the number of babies delivered last

Medicaid, at the same time, will con-

Help available

¢ The Oakland Livingston Human Ser-
. vice Agency received $106,000 from
- the federal government to help low-in-
. come families pay last year's utility
bills.

“If many people have already paid
* these bills, we can help them with bills
+ for this year if they can 'show such a
+ hardship occurs,” said Ron Marabate,
.. project operations director for the Oak-
: land Livingston Service Agency.

Marabate estimted that the federal
' funds will help 450 families. The mon-

tinue to fund vasectomies for men who
request them.

According fo Dr. Navori, the ques-
tion of hysterectomies is especially
sensitive because doctors, patients and
the federal government may interpret
the need for the operation differently.

“SUPPOSE THERE'S a 28-year-old
woman who has already had three
children,” Dr. Navori said. “She’s been
+taking birth control pills, but is com-
plaining of abdominal pains. It turns
out that one, two or three febroid tu-
mors have developed in her uterus.

“She shouldn’t be taking birth control
pills bese they contribute to the devel-
opment of the tumors, But the easiest
way to end the discomfort is to remove
the uterus.

“Will the state authorities and HEW
accept it as an operation to remove the

pain? Or was it done for family plang

ning purposes?” Dr. Navori asked rhe-
torically.

He said federal authorities have not
indicated how they will interpret the

Therefore, doctors will hesitate per-
forming them, he said.

He added, however, that banning
Medicaid-funded, non-theraputic hys-
terectomies may be justified by higher
“morbidity” rates among women who
have had the operations.

WHILE THE uncertainty over hys-

ies has caused i
concern among doctors, they are also
worried about the guideline’s provi-
sions regarding “emergency” steriliza-

on utility bills

families receiving the aid do not have
torepay it.

According to Marabate, acceptable
income levels are:

+$7,750 for a non-farm family of four
whose head is less than 60 years old.

+$9,300 for a non-farm family of four
whose head is at least 60 years old.

+$6,240 for a couple over 60 years
old. .

‘There are special qualifications for
the handicapped.

Persons who feel they might be eligi-
ble for the program should call Project
Warmth at 373-7767.

tion.

Under the guidelines, the woman
must give consent at least 72 hours be-
fore the operation. Doctors say that
this provision could tie their hands in
critical situations.

In some Caesarian section opera-
tions, a decision for a hysterectomy or
tubal ligation is made by the woman
either before or during the course of
the operation, Dr. Navori said. The ide-
al time for such a sterilzation opera-
tion, he said, is immediately following
the Caesarian section.

Now, he said, because of the guide-
lines Medicaid patients will be denied

that option.

“One way or another, the only one
who's going to lose is the patient,” Dr,
Navori said,

APART FROM the guidelines’ medi-
cal implications, the increase in paper-
work may cause doctors to turn away
Medicaid patients seeking sterilization.

“There’s no telling how many people
will be denied sterilizations because of
it,” Dr. Navori said.

“A lot of doctors will not want to put
up with the bureaucratic paper
pushing,” he said. “A lot of doctors will
ask, ‘Do I need this?™
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offers a maximum in light and view.
MACRAME VERTICALS $5 SO. FT.

Of rigid vinyl, aluminum, or decorator shade fabric
contemporary look with easy. mainte-
nance. Vertical blinds can be rotated to the exact
position which best blocks direct sunlight and still
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exquisitely molded
chocolate fantasies . . .

li-lac chocolates from
Greenwich Village
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Valentine’s Day
promise her
Godiva
Chocolatier. . .
But Give her
our heart. . .

—— & jewelry\ asvance Bidg.
23077 Greenfield Rd., Suite 353, Sfid. 557-0616

2789 SOMERSET MALL » (313) 643.7748

Books

BY BERNARD EDELMAN
—————
8%2x11 only $4.95

Sidewalks of My Mind
Ho Sun Without Shadows
Mood & Ahythm
The Edge of Things
Bernard Edelman's Poems
Shadows & Dreams
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ON THESE UPHOLSTERED PIECES
FROM OUR CONOVER COLLECTION
DURING OUR STOREWIDE
WINTER SALE 5

Choose from any style in the entire Conover Collection. Most styles B
coma in more than one size, and many styles have matching chairs. %5
All types of fabrics are available from casual Harculon tweeds to the
more formal cut velvets—and the entire coflection of Conover fabrics
is included. And the very best thing is the very special SAVINGS OF
20% on every piece. Shop now during our Storewide Winter Sale.
Sale ends March 3.

WINTER

‘This beautiful traditional sofa is 74" long and is available as
8 68" loveseat, or in 67" and 81" size sofas. A lawson arm
complements the ‘clean traditional lines of this semi-
attached back sofa; 74" from $509.

A matehing chair complements the
sofa at left. Choose from any Con-
over fabric to coordinate the uphol-
stered grouping. from $256

Shown above is a 74” high back colonial wing back sofe.
is tached back sofa 0 available as a 64" love-

This wing back chair matches the
sofa
hi

How manyFTD LoveBundles
should you send? ‘

Let your heart be your guide! Send FTD
LoveBundle® Bouguets today for Valentine’s
Week. Fresh Valentine flowers beautifully ar-
ranged with a “heart deco” filigree fan. Make

yourlist. Orderearly. It's easy. Just call or visit g
your FTD Florist to send LoveBundles almost | §

more colonial room. Also available
with a lower back. from $279
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A small wing back chair will com-
plement a variety of Conover sofas,
The trim and reversible knife
edge cushion highlight this beauti-
ful chair. from $216.

This 76" traditional sofa gives the overstuffed lock with its thick 1

sillow back cushions and bolsters. Also available as an 83" sofa, or a
m

FTD
Green Planter with N
Filigree Heart Fan.

)
FTD Valentine
Bud Vase.

Those FTD Florists really get around...for you.
mmuvd&-n:'mnaumml,m nrangemheits are usually availadle foc les than the following amoaats: FTD LoveBundle

Vase $10.00. P
ets s own prices. Service charges and delivery tay be additional. Mow FTD Florists accept mtjot credit cards. ©1979 Florists' Trusawoid Detivery
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