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' By DEBRA ALEXANDER
Hiking, swimming and craft-making.

Sound like a traditional summer day

camp? _

1t.is, except for an innovative con-
cept the Campfire Inc., North Oakland
Council is trying out this summer:
mainstreaming.

Campfire, a national youth organiza-
tion, i$ trying to mainstream learning-
disabled children into regular summer
day camp activities in Clarkston.

Many of the youngsters participating
in the summer program, both non-dis-
abled and disabled, are from the Ro-
chester area. .

Campfire, a division of the United

- Way Ageney, has traditionally been one

of the oldest year-round girls’ organiza-

tions in the country. 5
1t is operated through the school dis-

tricts and involves children in educa-

tional and recreational activites.’

Three years ago boys, ages 5-8, were
added to the program.

These yo

The four-week, Innovative summer
program, if successful, may be viewed
as a pessible model for other Campfire
camps across the.country.
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uths energize camp

$15,000 United Way grant from the fed-
eral government. -
Cooperation from school district spe-
cial education directors and other spe-
educath H

is the

of both the physically and mentally
handicapped into everyday activities.
Until the Campfire attempt, Michigan
had used the “mainstreaming” concept
primarily in classroom situations, said
Sharron Kniffen, Campfire’s financial
development director. -

According to Campfire’s Director of
Special Services, Sally Moceri, handi-
capped children involved in the pro-
gram have “middle-of-the-road” learn-
ing disabilities. )

“These children have a highly fune-
tional level of retardation. The handi:
caps are usually not visually notice-
able,” she said. The disabilities usually
involve some sort of emotional or
learning impairment, or hearing and
speech difficulties, she a"dded.

The “mainstreaming’ was

Rochester’s Michael Fredericks

grounds. (Staff photo by Mindy Saunders) .
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helped
some children become involved wi
the day camp program. )

ALL CHILDREN INVOLVED in the
day camp participate in activities like
swil , archery, hiking, and arts
and crafts.

“Qur program is successful because
it allows for flexibility., If a child does
not want to participate in a certain
activity, there are alternatives for him
to choose,” said Mrs. Moceri.

“When the concept was first suggest-
ed to the board of directors and camp
leaders, there was a natural suspicion.
The leaders felt they would not be able
to maintain successful integration of
the children, said Campfire Board of
Directors’ President Jean Benson.

All leaders for the day camp are vol-
unteers. To prepare for the “main-
streaming” program, all group leaders
went through a training process to
eliminate these fears.

“We demonstrated how certain dis-
abilities are accommodated and how to
handle certain situations,” explained
Mrs, Moceri.

“My main concern was what to tell
my campers,” said camp volunteer Jan
Gyde.

Mrs. Moceri related how non-handi-
capped campers are shown, for exam-
ple, what a hearing device is.

“For a visual device, we will talk to
the children. We tell them what a hear-
ing aid is, how it is used,; and what it
looks like. Afterwards, the device is ac-
cepted as a perfectly normal thing,"
she added.

In'addition to individual group lead-
ers, seven accredited teachers, working
toward special education certification
{rom Oakland University, help in the
adjustment.

One teacher is assigned to each
group. Within a group of 10, two chil-
drgg generally have some sort of dis-

“No one would ever know the teach-
er is there. She fits right in, If a child
shows signs of not being able to com-
prehend a certain activity, the teacher
shows another way.the activity can be
done,” said Mrs. Moceri.

None of the children involved in the
“mainstreaming” program attend spe-
cial education classes. They participate
in “mainstreaming” programs in
school as well.

The camp works toward integrating
children. with learning disabilities at

- two levels. In addition to the campers,
the day camp has four ‘volunteer aides,
who also have certain disabilities.

3 residents
‘make honors

Three local girls attending Central _

Michigan University in Mt. Pleasant
have been named to the winter semes-
ter scholastic honors list.

Gina Gervasi, 2 senior from Farm-
ington, and sophomore Mary Reth
White and junior Jeanette Disbrow.
both from Farmington Hills, were
among the 1,001 students on the list. Te
achieve the honor, a student must be in
the top 10 percent of his or her class
and have at least a 35 grade point
average, based on a minimum of 12 on-
carmpus eredit hours.,

Gervasi was one of 117 students that
had a perfect 4.0 grade point average
at the university, which boasts an en-
rollment of 14,906.

Youth honored

Charles Emmert, a Farmington Hills
resident, has been selected for inclu-
sion in the 1979 edition of “Outstanding
Young Men of America.”

The group of young men chosen for
the.annual awards publication were se-
lected from nominations by senators,
congressmen, gOVErnors, mayors, state
legislators, university and college pres-
idents and deans, and various civic
groups, such as the United States Jay-
cees.
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“BUY FACTORY DIRECT FROM THE
: MANUFACTURER” p

The very best in Quality
Heavy Extruded Aluminum !
Double Strength Glass '
Steel Ball Bearing Rollers

Wood Grained Interior Knee Wall
Optional Exterior Color N
We also specialize in:
+ Storms for Siiding Glass Door

Walls '

+ Combination Storm & Screen
Windows !
: + Flat Pan and Step Down Awnings ¢
; Aluminum Siding
Prime Door Walls :
Prime Window Replacements

“16 YEARS OF QUALITY EXPERIENCE
AND SERVICE”

Patio Door Sales, Inc.

25461 W: SEVEN MILE RD.
DETROIT, MICHIGAN 48240

538-6288 538-6212
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BEFORE CARVING a turkey or ham let -
the meat stand for twenty or thirty min-
utes. The meat will slice easier and thinner.
Looking for money to help with the meat
bill ~read the Observer & Eceentric Classi-
fied Ads.
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ORIGINALLY PRICED FROM *100° to *295%

SLACKS

ORIGINALLY FRICED FROM ‘20 to *40™




