‘Watchmaking:

It’s one of the vanishing crafts

By C.J.RISAK

It may be a vanishing craft. Mi-
chael Vizzini owns one of the smallest
shops in Farmington, Located on
Grand River next to the Farmington
CJvic Theater, he has been operating
his Watch and Repair shop for the past
20 years. 1t'sa trade Vizzini learned
from his father, “who learned it from
my uncle,” he relates. Vizzini has been
working in the business since he was 12
years old.  His father opened up the
Farmington shop in 1959, and retired
two years later, leaving it to Michael.

Since-that time, Vizzini has been com-
muting from Allen Park to Farmington
five days a week. He doesn't keep a
strict schedule. When it's time for
lunch, he simply closes up his shop,
leaving a note in the door that states:
“For coffee across street at mall.”
Unlike his father, Vizzini didnt want
his children involved in the business.
“I wouldn't let them touch my tools,”
he said. “T don’t want them to be
watchmakers.  “It's a craft, and to-
day crafts don't pay off.”  Vizini
feels society today is not suited to the
special tradesman, The cheap produc-

Part of Vizzini’s tools include special glasses and a wrench to re-
move the backs of watches,
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tion of watches, he says, does not make
it worth repairing them.

“IN THE CRAFTS there is no way
you can have volume and quality, at
the same time,” he said. “And foday’s
world is all quantity.” Is the Watch-
making and repairing craft dying?
“It’s not dying, but it’s limited. We live
in a world of throw-away items.”
Vizzini likes working in Farmington,
but never really considered moving
here. His three children were in school
in Allen Park when he first bpened the
shop, and “now that they’re out of
school we're stuck there” His two
sons are pursuing careers in engineer-
ing, with the eldest, Michael, a gradu-
ate of Lawrence Institute of Technolo-
gy, and the younger, Anthony, still at-
tending Massachusetts Institute of
Technology.  His daughter, .Catina
{named after Vizzini’s father, Catino),
is married and has two children. She
lives in New Hampshire.  Vizzini still
enjoys his life, In his small shop (he
says it is 12x14 feet, and that may not
be far off), he has two drawings of fa-
mous concert conductors skeyched by ©
his uncle. Two old, large clocks that
Vizzini says belonged to his father
adorn the back wall, hanging over his
workbench. The family watchmaking
craft will end when Vizzini retires. He's
not unhappy about it, though, and he's
not unhappy doing what he’s doing. As
heputsit:  “It'saliving.”

Out to linch: Vizzini just closes up the shop and heads across the street for coffee, leaving a message
(lower left corner) to all his customers.

It's a world of tiny
parts and gears, re.
quiring a steady hand
and a delicate touch.

for fabrics, the choices are cotton and wool,
We show here several’ of these sensational
-separates. Wool tweed sport coat with nar-
rowed lapels, $¥75. Cuffed wool’ gabardine
slacks, 3/65. Shaw! coliored sweater, in wool,
$70. Sublle-checked tfextured cotton 3
shirt, $32. And at the néck, a soft wool tie, !
S17. At Northland, Eastiand, Oakland, Fair-
lane and Twelve Oaks Hudson's stores.

: . NEXT- TIME YOU'RE BROWSING THROUGH THE
- WOODWARD SHOPS FOR MEN, YOU'LL NOTICE
A NEW NAME, EVAN PICONE. New 1o men's
fashion, that Is-Evan Picone has been dressing ,
women beautifully, classically, for years. Now
it's your turn to see what makes their -
separates so special, Styling that is up-
dated, yet fimeless. Uhcluttered lines
that let texture do the talking. Naturally,
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