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Area man maintains old park—for free

By JUDITH BERNE
Luckily for West Bl i resi-

the gates remamed cpen after hours.
allowing people to gather at all houre

dent Bill Barnes includes himself in the
deal which gives the township control
of Bloomer State Park.

Barnes, who lives on Middle Straits
Lake directly next to Bloomer off Rich-
ardson Road, for-years has opened and
closed the gates, made sure park and
lake rules were enforced and generally
created a positive

of the night to drink and use

drugs.

ONE NIGHT, not long after Barnes
his wife Gloria and three daughters ha¢
moved in, “there.was a heck of 2
commotion,” Barnes recalls.

Arriving on the scene, he said he got
himself “into quite a sntuatmn " West
Bloomfield and Oakland County police

park users.

His compensation has been a pleas-
ant, peaceful 36-acre woodlands at his
doorstep. .

Ten years ago, Barnes now in his 40s,
purchased his boyhood home from his
parents when they retired and moved
south.

He had firm remembrances of lake-
front living and of the state-run park
where as a youngster he helped mind a
small store which sold pop, ice cream
and charcoal and rented row boats to
park users.

Relurnmg “I noticed quite 2
change,” Barnes recalls.

The store and facilities for uvemlghl

officers to his call for help.

“It took five police cars to break up
the party,” he said. on’t have to live
in this kind-of environment,” Barnes
told himself. “The DNR -had let the
park go to the devil.”

He and other park neighbors ap-
pealed to the state to take more notice
of the park and got some response.
DNR employees assigned from the
larger Proud Lake Recreation Area
started cutting the grass and picking up
the trash, but there was still no one
who consistantly monitored the boat
launch on weekends and closed the
gates at the 10 p.m. hour stated in park
rules, according to Barnes.

“1 hve here. I love the park. I'd be
more than happy to open and close the
gates for you,” Barnes told the DNR.

He's been doing it ever since during
the May-September period the park is
open to vehidles,

WB school bargaining to begin

Informal bargaining continues this
week between the West Bloomfield
Board of Education and district teach-

ers.

“We have nothing in writing,” C.
James Lafkiotes, chief negotiator for
the board, reported at Monday’s meet-
mg “We alrnnst went into full table
It could be

camping were gone and a
area had been supplanted by a public
boat launch. The grm was unkept and

Citizen of Year
bids are sought

An mdwxdual who has perlonned
services to

will be honored in Oclobcr by being

named “Citizen of the Year” in a pro-

gram sponsored by the Farmington

Chamber of Commerce.
Nominations of deserving persons
may be made and must be

job duties. R

There are no limitations oo the basis
of age, sex or residency. Men and wom-
en in any field may be nominated and
are not required to live in Farmington
or Farmington Hills, but must have
contributed outstanding services to
Farmi

received by the chamber of commerce
no later than Oct. 1.

Eligible for the 1979 title is anyone
who the judges determine has given
outstanding service to the Farmington
community during the period Sept. 1,
1998, to Sept. 1, 1979, beyond related

Commission plans

The Advisory Board to the Farming-
ton Area Commission on Aging has set
two meetings for this week.

One session will be held from 1-3:30
p.m. Monday, Aug. 20, in Farmington
Hills Community Library on 12 Mile

Nominators are asked to fill in a
form available at the chamber office
— 23715 Farmington Road, Farming-
t8n 48024. For more information, call
the chamber office at 474-3440.

Nominations must be received no
later than Oct. 1.

2 open meetings

Road. The other will run from 7-9 p.m.
Wednesday, Aug. 22, in Farmington
Community Library on Liberty.

Both sessions are open to all persons
interested in the lives of the area’s old-
er citizens.
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any time.”

Lafkiotes and Joseph Piasecki, the
district's project manager, have been
meeting informally with West Bloom-
field Education Association President

Joseph Lupi and its advisor, Karen
Filar, twice each week since the begin-
ning of the month.

The district’s current contrget with
its more than 280 teachers expires Aug.
31, School is tentatively scheduled to
start Sept. 19 — a full two-weeks Jater
than normal — in a board effort to
avoid either a local or countywide
strike.

West Bloomfield District classes tra-

ditionally resume the Wednesday fol-
lowing Labor Day. .
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FIVE DAYS ONLY - TiL AUG. 20

« Levi Basic Pre-Washed Jeans
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management) and maybe, smukmg
marijuana.
“I don’t like drugs or minors using
alcohol,” he said. At the same time, he
« recognizes “kids today have to have
some place to go. You can't close them'®
in. Unless it turns into a bash, I leave .
them alone.” :

- He has mixed feelings about whether .
the township should extend that ban to
wine and beer. “I hate to ruin it for th
kids," he says.

He also enforces the Sunday “no
wake" hours when motor-operated
bnats are outlawed on’ Middle Straits

Lak

"C'MON GUYS, lt's 10:15 pm. —
you're going to make me miss my
movie,” Barnes calls via a speaker run
through his CB to cars parked at
Bloomer at closing hour. His words
may be accompanied by a high power
hand light.

He successfully coaXes as many as
60 cars of young people each summer
night o start wending their way, hope-
fully home. He believes in a light har_xd.
“I'm not playing policeman; I'm just_m-
forming people,” Barnes explains.
“Raising three girls, T know 85 percent
of those kids.”

Barnes also knows many of the cars
contain young people drinking wine
and beer (liquor, but not wine and beer
are prohibited at Bloomer under state

BARNES EXPECTS to continue his
rqunds as West Bloomfield Parks and
Recreation assumes control of the *
park, officially signed last week. :

He may even play a greater role.

He will be among the residents serv- *
ing on a Bloomer Park committee to ~
make recommendations to the parks’
and recreation commission. -
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5. Lower Back Pain, Hip
Pain, Pain Down Legs "

Why FREE? Thousands of area residents have spine
related problems which usually respond to chiroprac-
tic care,

This is our way of encouraging you to find out if you
have a problem that could be helped by chiropractic.
care. It is also our way of acquainting you with our
staff and faclllnes
Examil ludes a of 4 standard tests
for evaluating the spine and a contour analysis photo
as shown above.

While we are accepnng new patients, no one need
feel any obligation. Almost -all health insurance
policies cover chiropractic care.

Dr. Walter S. Gross
Chiropractic Physician
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HARDWARE STORES &,

®A necessary tool for every home,
farm and industry.

eldeal for soldering, thawing pipes,
lighting charcoal, metal sculpturing,
auto repairs, hobbies and crafts.

eDesigned for safety and convenience.

sLightweight and portable.

eUnderwriters Listed.

Special $699e'a.

5 Mile at - Farming
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Unbellevable?
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D’Marlin has Great Remnants
(the thick stuff)

CABINCRAFT @

GALAXY o

Our once a year only
_Summer Clearance & Remnant Sale
Our decorators love plush plushes, the thick
Sstuff. They're absolutely crazy about those
magnificent earth tones dnd thay certalnly
~«talked usIntoa fanmstlcly wide sefection of

. Yes, we had a very successfu season, In fact
our absolute best. Thanks to you.

Now we want to clear our warehouse. And
for you, this will be the best time with the
biggest savings on large (room slze) and small
(umper & van) remnants.

" our remantsare i frst quality Brand names
and now, for 3 weeks they are all on'sale 50- .
No ... not at O'Marlin where we cover

' 478-6020
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Grand River & Farmington Roads

36 STORES FOR YOUR
SHOPPING ENJ OYMENTI

PARK ONCE
- Pay utilities
- Use the library
- Do your banking
and more v
This month’s
. featured stores ape:

W|lson Jewelers

25% OFF

all Earnngs

' FISH & CHIPS
. $925 s325
- ala carte dinner
Mon.-Sat. 7 a.m.-9 p.m.
4744348

Visit all of the 36 stores and semces
at Downtown F armmgton Center.
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