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Moral perspectives.

To whom or what
are we committed ?

Studying an English exhibit on the
shipping industry provided new in-
sights about the end of slavery in
America. We know it took several dec-
ades to create a new American con-

be somebody to finance anything which
will turn a profit. Investors look for
return. But a long look at centuries
shows invw.menw guided by ideals and
has advanced

science and then a civil war before
slavery was abolished. As a nation we
finally decided slavery was not an'ac-
ceptable part of making agriculture or
business profitable.

Years of debate in the English Par-

with cnhghlencd investment by those
who controlled governments and
finances.

Pressure for change has several
sources. Conscience grows personally
and collectnvely ‘What our peers lhmk

so we accepted civilian involvement in
horror, By the second war we seemed
to think no more about death of non-
combatants or destruction of art and
cities than about military losses. By
now we have come to say war is un-
thinkable and yet in factual terms, we
do think and even plan.

DEPH‘E WHAT our minds tell us,
we engage in armament races and
heas in “defense” hard-

liament was led mostly by
They exposed facts of inhumanity in
the ways captured Africans were trans-
ported. The public began to know what
ship crews knew about disease, death,
and cruelty in ocean travel with slave
cargo. .

But facts didn’t bring change either
in America or British shipping. The is-
sue had to be settled by controls in the
hands of government and investors.
English shipping and American slave
owning changed when it was no longer
morally acceptable to invest in such
business.

CYNICS CHARGE there will always

of us behavior.

decisions improve when people think
about what history will record about
them. Most important is awareness of
goals, commitments, and dignity.

‘The slavery problem throws light on
the major horror of our time. After the
first world war many efforts were
made (as with slavery) to cause change
by portraying facts. Efforts in all me-
dia even included the American Legion
trying to show war as an anti-human
enterprise. But we went on into a sec-
ond world war and proved that facls
are not enough to change behavior.

History shifted in the first world war

vy
ware. Pacifists are made to seem unre-
alistic. Instead of arguing about pos-
ture we all need to permit ourselves
emotional reactions to horror.

It is an indisputable fact that all peo-
ple are intertwined on our small plan-
et. We are one human family with one
destiny. Desire for peace must become
central in policies of governing and
mvesung‘

1t is time to wake up and realize so-
cieties need police forces but not
armies. Of course many police forces
follow the military model but many
maintain order in highly humane prac-
tices and human-centered methods.

Underlying a decent society is the
dlgm!y of people approving, or even
enjoying their own way of life. When
most of us feel our life together has a
basic rightness about it, we are rather
easily governed and destructive behav-
ior is controlled.

To whom or what are we commit-
ted? Is it as small as what is visible
from our castle or as short as the life-
span of present occupants? Dare we in-
vest in belonging to something as large
as all humanity and as durable as all
history?

We are the investors, or peers of
investors, or the voters in a govern-
ment which can move beyond horror.
Nationalistic warfare is just as anti-
quanan as slavery but it is still happen-
ing.

We are challenged to become totally
aware of what we really know: invest-
ment in preparation for war is no long-
er respectable. When we live by an atti-
tude that “no decent person would do
that”™ we participate in a giant leap in
civilization.

Beth El special ed

Exceptional children can now be reg-
istered for classes beginning Sept. 15 at
Temple Beth Ei, 7400 Telegraph at
Fourteen Mile, Birmingham. Children
may start at the age of 8 years. Classes
meet Saturday mornings in the temple
and are open to all Jewish children of
the community, no matter what théir
Synagogue affiliation. The morning is
divided into a wide rage of activities in

Bible studies, holiday stories, creative
dramams, arts and crafts, Jewish mu-
sic and dance, Shabbat worship and He-
brew are all part of this educational .
program. For more information, call
the religious school office at 851-11

Dr. Richard Herlz, senior rabbi of

Temple Beth El and the religious *7

school committee headed by Philip
Fischer, strongly believe that there is
an obligation to provide Jewish educa-

classes of no more than eight children.

Beth Israel to

host meeting

A board meeting of the
Michigan Branch of the
Women's League for Con-
servative Judaism will be
held from 10 am. to 2
p-m. Thursday, Aug. 23 at
Beth Israel Synagogue,
$240 Calkins in Flint.

Reservations are to be
made to the individual
Sisterhood presidents.
There is a charge for the
luncheon which will be
served by the hostess
Sisterhood.

Fall program to be explained at Kol Ami

Temple Kol Ami of West Bloomfield
will introduce its program for 1979-80
to members and prospective members
at special services at 8:30 p.m. Friday,
Aug. 17.

At this service, R3bbi Ernst J. Con-
rad will discuss the developing philoso-
phy of this liberal Jewish congregation,
which limits its regular membership to
300 families in order to enhance the
quality of member involvement. The
religious school curriculum will be pre-

sented and questions from parents will
be answered.

Membership chairman Gerald Broi-
da will discuss a number of other pro-
grammatic items which are scheduled
for the coming year. Among these are a
talk called “Plan Your Span” by Sr.
Margaret Basso at 8:30 p.m. Friday,
Sept. 14, and monthly Shabbat dinners
including one on Saturday, Sept. 15, im-
mediately prior to the High Holy Days.
A college information night during the

‘Thanksgiving holiday will be conducted
by students and alumni of the many
colleges atterided by the young people
of Temple Kol Ami.

Under the broad heading of “Choices
In a Nuclear Age,” a series of temple
programs will deal with the effect on
future generations of various forms of
energy, the issue of loneliness in a
mobile, technological society; and the
controversial archaeological discover-
ies in Ebla, Syria, which have validated
biblical accounts of historical events.

Rabbi Conrad will also continue to
conduct his study group on Thursday
afternoons during the fall and winter
and one Thursday evening a month. As
before, the class is open to all. During
the fall months it will be Moses

the medieval phi
The topic is “The Meaning of His
Teachings for Our Time.” Call 661-0040
for registration details.

For further information on the pro-
gram call Gerald Broida at 557-4823.

tion for all Jewish children.

Getting
settied
made
simple.

New-town dilemmas fade after a WEL-
COME WAGON call,

As your Hostess, it's my job to help you
make the most of your new neighborhood.
Our shopping areas. Community opportu-
nities. Special at'-actions. Lots of facts to
save you time and money. Plus a basket of
gifts for your family. 1'll be listening for your
call

Wik
%@Fﬁl@m

CALL

356-7720
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and so on. Join us in rejoicing that there is a prachcal answer to
~ every need. You will be lovingly welcomed.

i

e o e i




