SD{OXRo-13C) Thursday, August 16, 1979

: GMMAMM

By ETHEL SIMMONS

An ﬁnfuﬂhy:thing |

happened to comics

“We also_get. dinner there, if scheduled as the hezdliner,” he .
id.

sal

CASSELL ADDED there was no celling, the comic? split the
cover charge, whether there were 10 or 100 persons at the door.

The comics’ complaint against the Comedy Castle was that they
received $5 a performance, while they were billed as “Detroit’s
finest comics,” on Friday and Saturday nights, he said.

On Wednesday and Thrusday, the “open mike" nights, customers
pay $2.50 cover charge at the door. On Friday and Saturday,
showgoers pay $35 cover.

“You have to reach a certain level of performing skills to per-

It was no laughing matter when a group of Detroit-area comedi-
ans decided to go on strike last week. .

The entertainers planned to, picket before a scheduled Friday
night (Aug. 10) performance at the Comedy Castle, at Friday’s
Olde World Cafe in West Bloomfield, .

But Thursday night {Aug. 9) an agreement was reached between
the comics, who had organizéd into the Detroit Comedy Society,
and Comedy Castle manager Mark Ridley, who supplies the come-
dians performing at the Olde World Cafe.

“Everybody's happy again,” Ridley said, in a phone interview
Monday. “We worked it out last Thursday night. It’s the kind of
agreement that can benefit everyone.” .-

RIDLEY STARTED the Comedy Castle about eight months ago,
as a showcase for Detroit-area and out-of-town comics. The Come-
dy Castle was first presented at the Meating Place in Orchard
Lake, where 90 patrons could be seated in the downstairs lounge.

Recently, Comedy Castle moved to the Olde World Cafe.

“Showcases” like the Comedy Castle have helped metropalitan

.. Detroit comedians gain exposure. Ridley and his group were at
odds over just how much “showcasing” a performer needs before
deserving a paycheck and just how much that paycheck should be,
At the Comedy Castle, Ridley will give the Detroit Comedy Society

comics choice of a Friday or Saturday first show, from which the -t r

entire cover charge will be split.

The cover charge will be held for one month, and the average
divided among comics performing there during that month (to
offset a low attendance night).

The headliner, who usually does two shows, will receive another
percentage for doing the second show, Cassell said.

“Not everybody was happy,” he said. “But they (the individual
comics) thought whatever the group decided, they would go along
with.” . .

RIDLEY STRESSED that the new agreement “will create
competition.” He claims the former salaty scale was designed to
“protect the mediocre.”

By increasing the rates paid to the local comics, Ridley said he

to do three-four shows a week, where before they were doing one
or two." .

Ridley said no shows were performed Wednesday or Thursday
(Aug. 8-9), the nights when anyone from the audience, as well as
new comics and the more experienced who want to try out new
material, all perform without payment.

On Friday and Saturday nights (Aug. 10-11), the shows went on,
with comics being paid at the increased rates.

Last week Stu Cassell of Oak Park, one of the metropolitan
Detroit comics who has appeared at the Comedy Castle, called the
offices of the Eccentric in Birmingham to talk about the just-
organized Detroit Comedy Society.

“IT WAS FORMED Monday (Aug. 6) with 12 members,” said the
newly-elected president. Eighteen comics were present when the
groip met formally Tuesday (Aug. 7), prior to performing at
Roberto’s in Berkley.

By Wednesday (Aug. 8), 35 comics had joined in person, or given
written support, for the Detroit Comedy Society, Cassell said. “We
had calls from another 50.” '

Cassell said the Detroit Comedy Society has no complaints about
Roberto's where owner Robbie Baker splits the cover charge

form Friday and Saturday,” Cassell said before the settlement. “If
you're not out-of-town talent, the headliner gets the monumental
sum of $15.”

The Olde World Cafe can seat 150 people on Friday and Satur-
day, for two shows each night.

Among comics supporting the Detroit Comedy Society are Sheila
Kaye, Wayne Brinston, Bill Thomas, impressionist Leo DuFoure,
Tom Lilly and Tom Griffin.

CASSELL, WHO manages five condominium associations in
West Bloomfield, as his fulltime daytime job, saiq he has per-
formed infrequently at the Comedy Castle. He objected to the low
pay scale and preferred to perform other dates.

On Friday Cassell again called The Eccentric to say that Ridley
had made a counteroffer, which the Detroit Comedy Society
accepted. {An earlier counteroffer had been rejected, the society
ariginally asked for $25 per comic performing on Friday and
Saturday.) R R

'We've called off the boycott and canceled the demonstration,”
Cassell said. He added that the Delta Lady, a third club which
showeases comics and is in Detrdit, “also will make a new finan-
cial arrangement with comies.”

- among the comics who perform there.
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The finest keyboard products available!
Baldwin pianos & organs

Hammond & Allén organs

Marantz-Pianacarder “memory” pianos

Young Chang grands & consoles

Sabalhl harpsic!

Select used instruments

Birmingham at 1010 N. Hunter, M1 7 -1177

Also, Detroit & Dearborn

will “put on stronger acts.” He plans to book the better comics now
Jazz quartet swings

The Archie Shepp Quartet will per-
form at the Detroit Institute of Arts
Kresge Court on Thursday, Aug. 23.
Two concerts will be given, at 7:30 and
9:30 p.m., as part ‘of the “Jazz at the
Institute” series.

Saxophonist Shepp was born in Ft.
Lauderdale, Fla., in 1934, and was
raised n Philadelphia. A member of the
New York Contemporary Five, whose
members included Don Cherry, Shepp
was also associated with John Col-
trane. In the 70s, Shepp led his own
group, as well as teaching at the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts at Amherst.

Reserved table seating is provided
for the concert when tickets are pur-
chased in advance. Wine, beer, soft
drinks and snacks will be available at
low cost. .

‘Tickets may be reserved through the
ticket office (832-2730), and may be
purchased, on an availability basis, at
the door. Entrance for the concerts will
be through the museums's John R mar-
quee doors. .

For a complete schedule of “Jazz at*

the Institute” concerts through Sept.
27, call 832-2730.

Stations airing jazz concerts

Broadcasts of the Detroit Institute of lic radio stations this summer.
Arts’ “Jazz at the Institute” concerts

Running through Sept. 29, 2 13-week
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are selljng over 9,000 homes a year.
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openings ilable for
reputable, ambitious people to earn
and grow with us -as we expand
across the nation. Famous fast start
training program, sales .aids that
competition can’t match. Attend our
next Career Seminar on Thursday,
August 23, 7:30 p.m. at 1025 E,
Maple, east of Woodward. Call
646-1800 for your complimentary
reservation.

An Equal Oppertunity Company

are being heard on four Michigan pub-

series of taped cnnper's is being aired.

AT LAST!
HERE'S THE SECURITY SYSTEM
YOU'VE BEEN WAITING FOR....

central air
conditioning

“SECURELOK”

ONLY THE “SECURELOK" OPERATES
WITH THREE FULL TURNS OF THE KEY.
THIS SIMPLE-PROCEDURE LOCKS AT !
ONCE THE FOUR STEEL BOLTS THRU
THE FOUR SIDES OF THE DOOR .
FRAME

IT IS INFALLIBLE AGAINST FO RCED

Oun Aonnical Wanchsuse loarance
- SALE

" Save 10% cold cash today -
on quality LENNOX

e

You'll save blg right now while you
need the cool most, Your new effl- -
clent and energy-saving Lennox
alr condltioning system will be
custom-enginéered to your
home'’s unique needs. Lennox
central cooling Is only a phone
call “away. We'll install real

fast. But the bargains won't
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{Who says top

 clothing has to
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At-Jack’s Factory Outiet we'velH
proved otherwise, We carry the fin-|
est men's clothing made ... the same

M famous brands and often the identi- SRS

B below original wholesale,

§ VESTED SuITS

Designer & Eu_vopean

N s68153108

WHOLESALE MENSWEAR
MIRACLE MILE SHOPP,

. TELEGRAPH N. OF SQUARE LK. RD.
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“Delta Lady owner Tony Volpe will split the cover charge
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©@ DETROIT SYMP ONY .thefinest classical repertole, ntemalonally
ORCHESTRA

Having season ickets is never having to miss a
special performance.

SERIES TICKETS FOR: - :

10 THURSDAY EVENING CONCERTS "C*
10 SATURDAY EVENING CONCERTS "5~ DORK  Crcchaue
$90.00, 70, 00, 50.00, 35.00 Rees

- “BARTOK  Suite No.
. Dance!

Thursday Evening Concerts “C" Saturday Evening Concerts “B"
Thars. Sept. 27 - Sat. Sept.. 22
. ANTAL DORAT!, conductor ANTAL DORATI, conchuctor

BESTHOVEN - Leonore Overure No. 3 BVORAG  Sympbery o g0 e
BEETHOVEN  Symphony No. B SCRIABIN Poem of Ecstasy.
BEETHOVEN Tano C No.5 Py
R it N )
nurs, Oct., . ANTAL DORAT, condctor
3 ANDRE WAITS, piano
KIUNG WHA GHUNG, vl TCHAIKOVSKY . Pano Concerto No. |
LADN | Ot oLl st TCHAIKOVSKY 'S, No.4
BARH Medex's fengerc
STRAVINSKY Vol Concerio S . . Oa.20
~ SIBES _ SymphoayNo.2 . ANTAL DORATI, conchuctor
Thurs., Oct, 25 STRAUSS  Helena's Andiering
RAVEL e
ANTAL DORATI, conductor . BARTOK m«; m:.\
STRAUSS  Helerw's Awakering
s 4 - Sat. fan. 5
BARTOK  Concerto far Oschestea HERBERT BLOMSTEDT, conhctor
—_—_———— WAGNER Prefude 10 “Die Meiszersinger™
/ Thurs.jan.3 . Iﬂg&mm mmf«na;laz
HERBIRY BLOMSYEDT, conchuctor . =
. w@gﬂ GRAFTMAN, piano ’ St fan. 19
Prelude (0 “Die Meigcersinger™
. . ANDREW DAVIS, condhcior
. JeHAKC Dano ‘“‘;{rs"“ 2 NATHAN GORDON, ol
——m‘ BEETHOVEN* Overture to 3
Thurs.,fan. 17 N : gc Three Meces. Opus 6
ANDREW DAVIS, condhctor RUOZ __Hucdint,
NATHAN Vol Sat. Feb. 16
Overtute to “Egmont™ BLRTINL conchc
G Tivee Meces. Opo & NAY WAIR
SUSAN DAVENNY WYNIR, soprano
BERLIOZ __ Harold int MIRA ZAKAJ, mez20-s0pian0
Thurs., Feb. 7 M COUSiRS, ¢
, conducton KENNETH [EWELL CHORALE
YO YOMA, cello B DENNARD CHORALE
"“#&m “Bacchus et Attane” Site No. 2 CANTATA ACADEMY
= Ceiflo INSKY ' Symphony of Msalms.
BRIOZ > Srotenpola ! P
Thurs., Mar. 6 Sut. .8
LOUGHRAN, condixor JAMES LOUGHRAN, conductor
o U KNI it YEHUDI MENUHIN,
BARBY Efizabethan Sulte BARBIROL! _ Ezabethan Suite:
ELGAR 4 Violin Comcerto ELGAR  Vloiin Concerto
WAITON 5, Na.t walToN No
Thurs., Apei2 3 Sat., Mar, 22
MATTHIAS BAMERT, conducior ~ ~ BAMEKT, condextor
s vl RADU LUP, pano
IUMANN  Symphony No, 1 ) KELTERBORN  Remesmbrance on Orpheus. *
R SR | e GEEIOT
: Good iy, Act Imeshode BEFTHOVEN _ Mano Concerto
Thirs., May8 . | Sat, May3
ANTAL DORAT, conductor ANTAL DORAIE, condkctor .
HORATIO GUTIRAEZ pono violin .
TROKOFIEV . ano ConcertoNa. 3 VAYNE STATE UNIVERSITY
SHOSTAKOVH No.s ICCHOR, tcmmer
Thurs., May 25 g e \
bowan, o MEN N Vioin Concerto
HAYDN - 5, No. 104 ("London R %
o OTT Mmtl({mu’) ) HAYDN Te Deurn for Marta Theresa
. BEFTHOVEN fmn Na5 Sxt. May 24

ANTAL DORAN, condixtor

2
 Suite

DVORAK _ Prague




