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Middle

class.

“The average American family in
the middle class is being exploited,”
says Rabbi Richard Hertz of West
Bloomtfield, recently named to a state
advisory civil rights commission. They
are “being squeezed where they never
have been” by inflation and the energy
crises.

“Their affluence is a fable,” Rabbi
Hertz said in a recent interview. They
are the “forgotten victims of rising
costs . . . for whom there is no spokes-
man or champion.”

Middle income families bear the
heaviest tax burden, according to the
senior Rabbi of Temple Beth El in Bir-
mingham, “not the rich or supér rich or
very poor.”

Rabbi Hertz likely has a bit of nego-
tiating to do, tiowever, before the 22-
member Michigan Advisory Commit-
tee to the U.S. Commission on Civil
Rights takes up the plight of the middle
class.

He agrees with his fellow civil rights
advokates that while progress has been
made towards equal opportunities for
miniorities — largely by the black mid-
dle class — much remains to be done.

class

Jamilies face
raw deal...

By TOM LONERGAN

Add an item to the traditional civil rights agenda of equal education,
housing and job opportunities for minorities — the rights of the middle

“We have a long ways to go towards
achieving equal opportunities for all
people,” he said.

The nationwide black unemployment
rate of nearly 12 percent is more than
double that for whites. The unemploy-
ment rate among black youth, 16-19, is
345 percent nationwide. The median
income of a black family in 1977 was
57 percent of a white family’s.

Yet in the relatively silent '70's, the
civil rights movement has continued
without the almost daily monitoring by
televison and newspapers during the
mid-1960s.

“THERE IS some sense of weariness

- with the subject (civil rights),” said

Wilma Bledsoe, director of urban af-
fairs for Oakland University, who also
serves on the civil rights panel with Dr.
Hertz.

But, she added, the civil rights
commission’s role is one “that is still
necessary.” A North Carolina native,
Mrs. Bledsoe has lived in the Detroit
area for 15 years.

The advisory commission conducts
occasional public hearings and makes

recommendations to the U.S. Commis-
sion on Civil Rights, based in Washing-
ton D.C. It's most recent meeting in
July covered reinvestment and housing
equality in the state, an issue it may
study further.

“We don't have the power to do much
mere than fact finding and reports,”
said Mrs. Bledsoe.

The advisory commission has “the
powerful arm of exposure,” according
to Dr. Hertz, through public hearings.

“No one likes to be caught in the
spotlight of injustice and discrimina-

It's a private, one-hour skin
care and make-up lesson with
Lancome’s own beauty .
experts. Andif's taped, so you'll
have arecord of it to review
for your own beauty routine at
home. You'll have a private
skin care lesson with cleansing.
toning, moisturizing. Then a
Lancome makeup expert will
design a whole new look for
you, explaining the technique
indetail. When you leave, the
cassefte tape is our gift toyod,
dlong with introductory sizes

Lancome’s Sensible to Sensation
clinic: August 28,29, 30 at
Hudson's Twelve Oaks

of three Lancorne treatment
products stited for your.skin.
The charge is S10 but this can
be applied to the purchase of
any Lancome products. Phone
now, make an appointment.
Call 348-3232, ext. 2282 or 2281.
Training Room, Third Floor.
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TOMORROW'S LIFESTYLE
A TIME OF CAREFREE SPIRIT

tion,” he said. '

.

“OPEN HOUSING is still an Ameri-
can dream, not a reality,” said Rabbi
Hertz.

Several suburban cities, most nota-
bly Livonia and Birmingham, dropped
out of federal Department of Housing
and Urban Development (HUD) pro-
grams in recent years rather than com-
ply with low-income housing require-
ments.

The “attitude and resistance” to
open housing in suburban communities
is “still intense,” said Mrs. Bledsoe.
Add the skyrocketing cost of housing
and energy and “it’s a mere hope that
desegregation of housing will occur,”
she added. y

Further integration in the Detroit
area may occur via what the social sci-
entists call “gentrification,” — the
movement of young white middle class
people back to the city.

“There’s terribly fine housing stock
in the city of Detroit,” Mrs. Bledsoe
said. “We may be finding integration
occuring that way.”

The advisory committee may do
some “fact finding” on the reverse
white migration in the Wayne State
University and New Center areas, Mrs.
Bledsoe said. Gentrification has been
criticized for causing a dislocation of
the urban poor, particularly in older in-
ner city areas declared historical dis-
tricts.

AFTER THE urban riots of the late
1960's, a presidential commission pre-
dicted that Detroit and other major cit-
ies would continue to be predominately
black and largely poor surrounded by
rings of white suburban communities.

Ten years later that has not been
disproved, according to Mrs. Bledsoe,
althongh some suburban integration
has occurred.

“The concern in Southfield now is
whether or not steering is the major
problem,” she said. Blacks have been
“aecepted,” she added, but largely be-
tween Eight and Ten Mile roads.

‘The Michigan Department of Civil
Rights is investigating six Birmingham
real estate agencies to determine if
they have been racially steering cus-
tomers.

ACTIVE IN religious based civil
rights groups since he became Senior
Rabbi of Temple Beth El in 1953, Rab-
bi Hertz moved with his congregation
to Birmingham after the turbulent
'60's.

“I kept our temple in Detroit on
Woodward for longer than people
‘wanted to stay,” he said.

Building a temple in the suburbs,
“drained a lot of effort away from the
concem§ of the city,” he added, “The

n  ‘There’s ferribly fine housing stock in the
city of Detroit. . . We may be finding intergra-
i tion occurring that way.’

— Wilma Bledsoe

price was more than dollars and
cents.”

Among religious civil rights efforts,
“there has been a polarization and
retreat since the 1960's,” the rabbi
said. “Aggresstve” black leaders who
“wanted to do it alone” and the “with-
drawal of religious leaders into their
individual parochial needs” broke up
an integrated religious civil rights coa-
lition, Rabbi Hertz said.

“The 1970’s have been a period of
withdrawal,” he added.

4-H’ers to
get horses

Fifteeh Michigan 4-H members will
be selected to raise harness horses do-
nated by the Michigan Standardbred
Breeders Association.

The 4-H leaders and county youth
agents throughout the state may nomi-
nate youngsters 15 years old or older
for the project, and state 4-H officials
will make the final selection in early
September.

In October, each participant will
receive a foal born last spring. They
will raise the horses until October 1980
and then sell them at a staidardbred
auction. The 4-H'ers will receive the
year's expenses plus one-third of the
sale price, with the remainder going to
Standardbred Breeders Association.

“The project gives the kids a chance
to learn the responsibility which comes
with caring for a horse,” says Dick
Dunn, state 4-H horse specialist. “A
unigue aspect of the standardbred
project is Lhat it gives the kids a rare
opportunity to learn about the econom-
ics and career possibilities in the har-
ness racing industi

The youngsters will participate in a
number of programs throughout the |
year through the cooperation of the
Michigan Harness Horsemen's Assacia-
tion. They will attend a meeting on
care of the standardbred foal, visit .
breeding and training facilities, show
the horses in halter and driving classes,
and attend a workshop on preparing a
yearling for sale.

Any 4-H member 15 and older who is
currently involved in the horse project
is eligible for the program. Members.
must have written permission from
their parents or guardians: have rec-
ommendations frem their 4-H leaders,
and county youth agents; demonsirate,
experience with horses; and have prop-
er facilities. Applications are due in
Dunn's office Aug. 24.

Carpet & Furniture Cleining?

We’re the Professionals

Our carpet experts will steam clean or shampoo your
carpets right in your home and make them look like

new.

Our furniture experts will bring your soiled furniture
back to life before your eyes. And now, for a limited

time...

Don't be fooled!
ORIGINAL

HAGOPIAN:

DISTINCTIVE CARPETING » EXPERT CLEANING

SAVE 25% ‘

There is only one
3392623 /3
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14000 W. EIGHT MILE ROAD @ OAK PARK
Our One and Only Location :
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Visit _Ot.lrjl’",énnsylv'anid House Galleries.

STEARNS .. FOSTER
“posture Built” BEDDING SALE

ALL SIZES

$99- FIRM

AT ONE LOW PRICE! )

KING,
QUEEN, -
FULL

OR TWIN

A TIME FOR MORE LIVING OUT OF LIFE
A TIME FOR THE INDEPENDENCE WING

«<ach piece, mattress or bok
spring. King and Queen
sizes sold in sets only. King

{vs2 sets include 2 box springs
and one mattress. i
TR ;
An Adult Community Located at
28301 Frankiin Road ¢ Souihfleld EXTRA FIRM SETS .

COMPANIONSHIP

Diversified activitles, directed
with warmth and concern, are
avallable to alt residents,

UTiLITIES

Elactrlc heat, air conditioning,
Individual temperature con-
trols, central TV antenna, and
much more included in one

LUXURIOUS LIVING
*|{| Deluxe one-bedroom apart-
ments with wall-to-wall car-
peting. Safe and convenlent
with ample closet space, mir-
rors, ceramic tlled baths and
modernkitchens,
REASSURANCE _
Complete madical security Is
providedforeachrasident,  monthly charge.
SECURITY AFFORDABLE RETIREMENT
Professlonal gusrds prote'c(;t sﬁa GI'N '}‘ﬁ‘?}%{}’é _%%r%thg\g-
awaek. listed.
resdants ven days FER: 1 MONTH FREE RENT IF
YOU SIGN UP.BETWEEN NOW
ANDNOVEMBER 1.

Visit us soon at olr :
OPEN HOUSE EVERY SUNDAY 1 to 4 p.m.

orcall 353-2810 formore detalls

59119 ea. piece.
King, Queen sold in sets only

“Deluxe Posture Built” has(all'%
the famous features unique;
with Stearns and Foster bed-!
ding; no sag seat edge coi i
struction, weight balanced ' !
unit, humigard processed, in-
sulo spring cushion and uphol-
stered in beautiful damask
cover, quilted of course.

Stewart-Glenn . is sincerely convinced that R
Stearns and -Foster, with its incomparable -
value since 1846 Is America’s finest mattress

and box spring manufacturer. After selling

Stearns and Foster bedding for over fifty

years we at Stewart-Glenn know that their

value can't be beaten. .

'

STEWART-GLENN CO.
*'YOUR FULL SERVICE STORE"
has no extra chargs for

Ask our Interior Designers 1o

help you with your decorating proble
Ak KRN KR KRN
Use our 4 Pay Plen (no intarex) . .

Careful Inspaction and Sel-Up Moster Charge or
or use your Moster Charge o
Vi

urteous Dallvery Service
*Generous Staresids Parking




