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Sit. Mary’s in-background

St. Agatha’s ‘time’

for titie is now

By C.J. RISAK

“l hate to say we'll be there, but if
we're ever going to do it, now's the
time,”

Coach John Goddard. of St. Agatha
High School, in Redford, displays the
same guarded optimism every high
school football coach has before the sea-
son starts.,

The difference is that Goddard may
have more reason to fesl gaod about his
team's chances in the rapidly approach-
ing Catholic C-D season than most
coaches,

A glance at last year's record might

. not reveal any reason to be optimistic.

8t. Agatha’s finished with a 2-7 record,

the worst in the school's history. In fact,

it was the’ first losing season for the
school, . .

“We lost some key kids early,” God-
dard, now in his fourth season, at St.
Agatha's, explained. '‘Wa were probably
the youngest team in the league.

“At one time, we had 13 starters out
with Injuries, and were playing between
six and nine sophomores,

""This year, we have 49 out of 54 play-
ers coming back.”

Much of Goddard’s optimism stems
from the return of Al.Jones, a 6-foot-3,
195-pound halfback who missed virtually
the entire season last year when he
broke his ankie in the opening game.

Goddard rates Jones as a college pros- .

pect and one of the best in the Cathollc
league,

BUT ST. AGATHA wasn't the only
team during the past season to be hit
hard with injury. Orchard Lake St. Mary
started last season with a new coach, Al
Dicken, and an almost entire new line-up
from the previous year's Class D champl-
ons. . .

“We were rebullding last season,”
Dicken sald. *‘We had been heavlly de-
pleted through-graduation,

“We started Jim Kinville at quarter-
back, and he played really well in the first
game. But he hurt his. knee and was out

. fortheseason.”” - - :
Dicken, who had been without an ex-

perienced quarterback 1o begin the sea-

son with, now had to face the problem of :

- finding an able-one in mid-season. For-
tunately, he came across Carl Pellegata.

Aithough only a freshman at the time,
Pellegata came in and played the final 7/
4 contests, passing for more than 700
yards In the process. Even though the
squad was In the midst of a “rebuilding
year,” they finished with a respectable 6-
3racord.

Dicken is pleased with his guarterback
situation now, aven though he has been
unable to decide who will start during the
season, Pellegata or Kinville, who has
worked hard during the off-season to
rahabllitate hisknee,

"“It's really tight,” Dicken sald. “Those
two are really battling for the quarter-
back spot.

JOHN GODDARD
St. Agatha

“JIM (KINVILLE) 1S a big, strong
runner, Carl (Pellagata) Is a little quicker.
Both throw the ball well.”

. !
Graduation claimed six players who
started in nine positions for Dixon last
year. His biggest replacement’ problem
will be In the offensive backfield, which
will have to be rebuilt completely.

But Dicken has no qualms about his
team’s chances for a league title,

“We were second last. year (Detrolt
Benedictine was first), so they're going to
have to beat us,” he sald, "What we're
going to have to do is win on the road.”

“That may not be such an easy task.
Dicken and Goddard figure, besides thelr
own squads, that Benedictine, coached
by Ted May, and St. Fiorians, with Bernle
Popp as head mentor, will-be very tough,

"8, Florlan's has 10 out-of 11 offen-
sive starters returning,” Dicken sald.
“And Benedictine always comes up with
good athletes. They have great team
speed, which we don't have."

Goddard agreed with Dicken's assess--
ment, and pointed to his first league
game as a key. That contest is on Satur-
day, Sept. 22, at home against St. Flori-
an.

One advantage Goddard may have
over Dicken Is that St. Agatha will play
two of it's three biggest competitors at
home (St. Florian and Orchard Lake St.
Mary, on Oct. 20). Orchard Lake St. Mary
must play all its biggest games on the
road (St. Agatha, Bene.dlcllne on Sept.
16, and St. Florian on Sept. 29). .

After the first five weeks of the season,
both St. Agatha and OLSM wili have
played two of their three biggest rivals,
and thelr fate may have already been
decided,
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EXTRA HEAVY DUTY MACHINE

» Adjustable Uprights
* «Leg Curl « Leg Extension
«Incline or Flat
« Pin Bearings for Smooth Operation
= Also avallable with Arm Curl

Olympic and Regular
Weights in Stock

WATE-MAN, inc.
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See us for all your home

improvement needs

® LUMBER e KITCHEN CABINETS
* PLYWOOD » WINDOWS « ROOFING
s PAINT o PANELING o BATH CABINETS
* INSULATION o MAJESTIC ZERO-
CLEARANCE fIREPLACES o TOOLS
* HARDWARE o

‘ No matter how farge or small ybur building plans are, we have the
materials to do the JOB. Qur staff will help you select the proper
materials for your job, o :

LOWEST CASH AND

CARRY PRICES!
Only minutes from Canton Center
Road on Michigan Avenue.
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Nov. 11 1:00 pm’_Tampa Bay Buccaneors

MIDLAND: Al's Sports, 1908 S. Saginaw -
PORT HURON: Smoke:s Haven, 412 Huron
SAGINAW: Pro-Am Sporis, 3514 Stalo
WINDSOR: Frasds Clothing, 1528 Oltawa
Any Hudson's Stors In your area:
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monoy ordar forS___________ . (U.S, currency only). Make chock payablo to: DETROIT LIONS, INC.

Mail with ordar form to: LION TICKETS, BOX 4200, PONTIAC, M| 48057, Plaase enclose seli-addrassed,
Je po for lor retutn. Q ? Call (313} 335-4351 for Information. .
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