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Jazz violinists band concert blends excitement

By JIM WINDELL

* Noel Pointer's concert on Sunday af-
ternoon was an hour late to start. But it
was a placid group of fans who stood in
the autumn sun outside the Detroit In-
stitute of Arts on John R patiently
waiting for the doors to open.

The unexplained delay did not in-

i

terfere with Pointer’s second annual
performance at the art museum’s audi-
torium, an intimate setting that allows
more closeness between artist and au-
dience than some of the bigger concert
halls around Detroit.

This concert was billed as an “Au-
tumn Rhapsody” by the promoters, a
group of businessmen who call them-

selves the Detroit Cultural Ensemble,
Not a bad description of Pointer’s mu-
sic, if the definition of rhapsody is used
that emphasizes the irregular form and
the improvisational nature of his excit-
ing blend of rock, jazz and disco.

Noel Pointer is one of jazz and pop
music’s premiere violinists as well as a
versatile artist. He started out studying
the violin as a fourth grader, and by the
time he was 13 was appearing with

Readers poll: Tell us
Broadway favorites

The fall theater season is about to begin. When the Nederlander
Theatrical Corp., which runs Detroit’s Fisher Theatre, opens its
. first sbason of productions at the Birmingham Theatre, big Broad-

way shows are expected.
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What is your opinion? Write your answer, clip the coupon, and

mail it to the Intermission column.
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By age 18 he and one of his composi-
tions were featured in a Detroit Sym-
phony Orchestra tour.

HIS INITIAL CONCERT
ap?earances were as accompanist to
such diverse acts as The Jackson Five,
Barry White, The Stylistics, Jon Luci-
en, Randy Newman, Sammy Davis, Jr.
and Aretha Franklin.

Pointer recorded his first record un-
der his own name two years ago, and
“Feel It!” his third LP, is a best seller
on the jazz lists across the country.

Now fronting his own jazz-rock
fusion band, Pointer is a strong violin-
ist, Teader and composer. Not only does
he lead the sextet that is traveling with
him on his present national concert and
promotional tour, but he has written
many of the tunes the band performs.

‘That, by the way, is not the end of his
versatility. He appeared last year as
actor and violinist in Joseph Papp’s

Name. . .............
Address. . . . ... ...... "

Mail to: Intermission, the Observer & Eccentric,

1225 Bowers, Birmingham 48012

Classes still open

Many classes in the fall series of-
fered by the Village Woman's Club are
still open. Some have already started.-

Among those still available are: an-
tiques — period furniture, J. Jordan
Humberstone; Cuisinart I and II, Car-
ole Kelley; estate planning, with a pan-
el of business executives; - tourist
French, Mary Sue Livingston; make-up
for today’s woman, Mary Glanz; parli-
mentary procedure, Mrs. Robert M.
Siewert; photography for novices,
James Gibb; picture framing, Patricia
Lindheim.

Among the workshops which are
available are: fabric painting, Barbs :a
Carney; pierced lamp shades, Peygy
Freeman; soft sculpture angel in
needlepoint, Katie Curry; Swedish
straweraft, Mildred Webb; and Wil-
liamsburg holiday decorations, Pat
Bentley. -

Classes are open to the public as well
as to the members of the club. For in-
formation, call The Village Woman’s
Club, 190 E. Long Lake, Bloomfield
Hills 48013.

of “The Cherry Orchard”
for the New York Shakespeare The-
atre, and he is writing a book about the
history of black violinists.

Unlike other cdntemporary violin-
ists, Pointer is not strictly an instru-
mental musician. Nor does he always
stay with the violin. This concert began
with Pointer, a baby spot on his head,

at the acoustic piano singing a poetic”

short song in a voice that is surprising-
1y much higher than his speaking voice.
He ended his 80-minute perforrnance in
the same way.

IN BETWEEN, the rock rhythms
pulsatingly flowed along with little in-
terruption. His classical background
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NOEL POINTER

has little chance to peek through in this
kind of situation, although his sure
touch on the violin is always evident.
Only at times, such as when he does a
“Fiddler on the Roof” number does a
certain amount of romanticism and
sentimentality creep in.

Mixing songs from his three alhums,
Pointer could seemingly do no wrong in
front of an enthusiastic sell-out crowd.
His melodic sense of .improvisation
gets buried beneath a sea of electronies
and percussion sometimes, but Pointer
is properly restrained in allowing his
sideman to share the solos.

His excellent group is composed of
musicians that Pointer refers to as
“people players.” This means that they
can play in public as well as in the stu-
dio. Their slashing, driving style
seemed well suited to what Pointer
wams to accomplish in his performane-

Damel Mixon is on acoustic pxana.
and Crumar is a pounding frenzied pi-
ano player who takes long solos. The
other keyboard player, John Anderson,
is more delicate on electric keyboard.

———————
r
Revuew
‘The rest of the group is Charles Elierbe
on guitar, Leonard Gibbs on percussion,
‘William Johnson on drums and Larry
McRae on bass guitar.
Despite its heavy disco flavor, “For
(A Disco Concerto),” written by
Pointer, is an effective number with 2
soaring violin with echo effect.
Pointer’s tenor is pleasing and, almost
falsetto when he sings, “There’s a Feel-
ing (When You Touch Me),” a tune his

brother wrote the lyrics for.
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. Tom Walker's Grist Mill is one of the few remoining water powered

‘THE BEST MOMENTS of this con-
cert, Pointer's vocals while playing.
quietly at the piano (“There'’s a Feel-{
ing” and “Stardust Lady”) were:
marred by an irritating hum of elec--
tricity from the amplification system.

Nevertheless, hums and an hour de-
lay could-not detract from the solid
musicianship of the young Noel
Pointer. Before the concert, 24-year-,
old Pointer said that his age has a lot to
do with the music he plays. .

“Rock is a part of my culture,” he

said. “So is disco. These are the kinds of
music I've grown up with.”
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