Junior high meets its wrecker

(Continued from page 3A)

see it (the school) torn down — back
when I'wasinit.”

“Now, it's come too late,” Wixem
added. -
Bell laughed.
Wizom looked at the building and
gave his approval to the senior housing
which will replace it.

“It's a good idea to put it to some
use,” he said.

“I'd probably consider living in it
someday.”

By himself in the field adjoining the
school yard Larry Lutzen stood over
the movie camera he had balanced on a

ipod.

“I hate to see it go down. But it's for
a good cause — I think it’s greal,” he
said of the new senior housing.

“ But I don't care for the one on
Freedom Road. This one is strictly
seniors. I don't like the low-cost hous-
ing on Freedom. I don't think it’s an
appropriate location for it,” he said.

LUTZEN didn't attend the old school
on Thomas and School streets. But his
daughters did. It was for them that he

was standing in the field during the two
aflernoons the wrecking crew worked
on the building. .

He recorded the building’s demise on
film. He had managed to obtain the lin-
tel to the door of one daughter’s old
home room. The room number was still
on it, he confided with pride. When the
school administation sold the desks
from the junior high, Lutzen bought
some of those.

The destruction of the building
loomed on the horizon for several
years.

It was closed by the Board of Educa-
tion in April, 1976. The year before,
students at the junior high formed a
committee to save their school. The ef-
fort, which involved supporting a mil-
lage election, was spearheaded by stu-
dents who handed out flyers in the
shopping centers and babysat so moth-
ers could go out to vote.

But the effort only postponed the
closing for a year.

Alton Bennett, now principal of East
Junior High School, was the last princi-
pal at Farmington Junior High.

‘Two years after it closed, the Board

of Education began negotiating the sale
of the building to Forest City Dillon,
Inc. ‘The firm planned to develop a sen-
ior citizen complex on the site.

BY DECIDING to sell the property,
the board ended the history of school at
that site. -,

The first school on that corner was
built by Nathan Power in 1852 for $729.
The building was moved to the corner
of Warner and Power and later housed
a factory for drying apples.

After the first school was moved, the
Farmington Union School was erected
on the site in 1888, Farmington Union
burned down in early January, 1918.

Newspaper accounts of the time re-
count how the janitor on his way to
start the furnace saw flames coming
from the building. By the time the fire
department arrived, the entire building
was engulfed and nothing could be
saved.

In the same year, another school was
constructed on the site, It eventually
became the last school on that corner.

The building, designed by architect
Charles Fisher, was used as a com-
bined junior and senior high.

A worker (above) walks past the
rubble which once was a wing of
Farmington Junior High School.
Debris flies from the school (right)
as the wrecking ball meets the
brick walls. (Staff photos by Randy
Borst)
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The Bureau of Maps Is
making avaitable a free n-
dex containing detailed
lists of its Michigan Lake
& Land Map Inventory.

This Inventory fists over
3,000 hydrographic inland
lake charts, 958 U.S. gov-
‘ernment topographic fand
maps, and all of the
N.O.AA. Great Lakes and
conn water nautical
charts. This index Is free
by sending a self-agd-
dressed business {No. 10)
envelope, with 30 cents
postage attixed to: Bureau
of Maps, D-30235, Lans-
Ing, MI 48308,
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TAG A SHADE TREE
NOW FOR FALL

SALE - made-to-measure draperies
to brighten your windows.

Custom order draperies in e wide
selection of fabrics, patterns and
colors, at substantial saviias. Tergal
polyester, acrylic, blends, batistes,

Monday, October 1, 1979

Blowtorching off a section of a steel beam Farmington Training Center consumed a por-
connecting the old section of the building with tion of Friday afterncon’s operation.

Bloomfield Club's
Oown members

tell why they
preter VicTanny

Ron Kramer:
I tost 45 pounds, 7 inches off my waist,
stabilized my blood pressure. When
I joined Vic Tanny I wanted results
and that's what | got. Now | don't get
tited 0s easily as | used o, | have more
energy and I feef great. | think the Vic
Tanny program works psycholog-
ically and physically.

Charles Heavenrich:
Well, | feel very committed to my own
health and after working out at Vic
Tanny, i feel mentally and physically
dlive. As far as I'm concermed, joining
Vic Tanny is the best investment | ever
made.

Lydla Cunningham:
The exercise program here is really
ferrific. 'm in befter shape now then |
was before | had my baby. The people
here are really fantastic!

PLANTING
ManYOTHER | This Coupon g mop
FRISHED Good For - - 10 OFF
LANDSCAPE. | gegutar price of any shode tee sehecuted
TEMS for fall digging and pick up
©ocaron WITH COUPON—-LIMIT ONE

ROOTS
24765 BELL RD.
NEW BOSTON, Mi

R - 753.9200 or 6542405

voiles, knits, boucles in a variety of
window treatments. For an additional
minimal charge, we will measure your
windows and install your draperies.
Sale ends October 27, 1979.

Jacobson’s

STORE FOR THE HOME - 325 N, WOODARD AVE.

/

Bloomfield Executive Health & Racquet Club

0420 Telegraph at Maple-Men.. Women call now: 8552300 |
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