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County debates withdrawal from Social Security system

By TOM LONERGAN

A move to pull Qakland County's
3,500 employees out of the federal so-
cial security system has been stalléd,
but probably not for long.

The Republican majority on the 27-
member County Board of Commission-
ers may overturn board Democrats’ ef-
forts to nip the plan in the bud.

Last week, three Republicans joined
four Democrats in tabling the matter
in the finance committee, which, under
normal circumstances, would be 2 final
action.

BUT THE Republican finance com-
mittee chairman, Commissioner
Dennis Murphy, R-Novi, vowed that the
matter “is not going to die in commit-
tee”
At issue is a resolution allowing the
county to notify the Social Security Ad-
ministration of its intent to withdraw
from the federal tax-backed retire-
ment system.

The federal government requires
two years notice before a government-
al unit wil from th The

‘They were joined by i Lil-
lian Moffitt of Bloomfield, Ralph Mox-
ley of Birmingham and Anne Hobart of
Pontiac.

Murphy and Republicans John Peter-
son of Rochester and Mathew Dunask-
iss of Lake Orion, voted against tabl-
ing.

Murphy said the tabling will become
a Republican caucus issue. “We're
going to do something with it,” he said.

“We're either going to take charge of
this county or let it go down the tube.”

Murphy and County Board Chairman
Wallace Gabler, R-Royal Oak, co-spon-
sored the withdrawal resolution.

Republicans control the board by a
16-11 margin. It takes 16 votes for the
{ull county board to rescind the finance
committee's tabling and reconsider the
social security issue. The board's next
meeting is Nov. 29,

DEMOCRATIC Caucus Chairman
Pernick led the debate against the so-
cial security resolution last week.

“When we file a declaration of intent
to withdraw, that means people in this

county could decide not to pull out be-
fore the two-year notice takes effect.
Murphy said there’s no political or
partisan politics involved in the with-
drawal move, which was mmaled in

have already made a deci-
sion,” Pernick said.

“What this is is the first step to tak-
ing away those (social security) bene-
fits."

But Robeit Allen. the county’s civil
counsel, d

the countys
it by two employee-elected

membe:s,

VOTING TO table the matter in
committee were Democrats Lawrence
Pernick and Alexander Perinoff, both
of Southfield, James Doyon of Madison
Heights and Betty Fortino of Pontiac.

“Filing this notice doesnt mean
you're going to withdraw nor does it
automatically withdraw you.”

Allen noted that while social security
benefits aren’t subject to collective
bargaining, “what you replace it with
is.” Half of the county’s employees are
represented by unions.

WSU symposium
to examine law

Leading members of the education,
medical, law and nursing professions
from all parts of the country will par-

. ticipate in a two-day symposium on

NAE.

“The Supreme Court Davis Decnsncn

community college's degree granting
program in nursing because she had
poor hearing. The court' feared her
hearing loss would be a danger to her-
self and others if she were employed as

for Higher

Wayne State University sponsors the
symposium on Wednesday and Thurs-
day, Nov. 14 and 15.

It is the first national symposium
called to discuss the court’s unami-
mous ruling that it will not be consid-
ered discriminatory for educational in-
stitutions to impose “legitimate physi-
cal qualifications” for the admission of
handicapped students to clinical train-
ing programs. However, the court did
not say what criteria would determine
such qualifications,

THIS' SPECIFIC case involved

Frances Davis, a practical nurse who
was not admitted to a North Carolina

nurse.

WSU President Thomas N. Bonner
will welcome the participants and Dr.
Frank G. Bowe, director of the Ameri-
can Coalition of Citizens with Disabili-
ties, will deliver the keynote address
Wednesday night at the Hyatt Regency
Hotel in Dearborn.

Taking part in the first session at 9
a.m. Thursday will be Kent Hull, direc-
tor of Legal Services, National Center
for Law and the Handicapped; R.
Claire Guthrie, assistant counsel,
American Council on Education; John
J. Dystel, director of Advocacy, Ameri-
can Coalition of Citizens with Disabili-
ties, and Deborah Kaplan, advisor to
the Center for Independent Living,
Berkeley, Calif.
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C MOXLEY, a for-
mer Birmingham police chief, said sep-
arate local government retirement
plans can’t match social security. Most
police and fire employees aren't part of
the social security system.

“If you pull out, it's being unfair to
the thousands of employees we have,”
Moxley said.

“You're at the mercy of the future of
the county. If you expect the county to
retain benefits, rest assured it's going
to be much less than social security.”

Mrs. Moffitt, vice-chairman of the
board, said she voted to table because
little information was provided.

“This is their (employees’) security

and you better spell it out. That resolu-
tion doesn't tell you much,” she
warned.

Mrs. Moffitt has called for the coun-
ty personnel department to make a
comparison study between social se-
curity benefits and what could be pro-
vided in a private plan.

“I think we should look into this is-
sue,” she said.

AN AREA Social Security branch
office manager said he doubls a pri-
vate retirement plan could equally
match social security’s combination of
retirement, death and disability bene-

fits.
“we would not see that as being to

the employees’ benefit,” said Robert
Thomas, in reference to the county's
possible withdrawal.

1i retirement benefits were the only
issue, “private pension plans may work
out more favorably for public employ-
ees,” Thomas said.

Should Oakland withdraw, “it’s not
going to bust the system,” he added.

County Treasurer Hugh Dohany said
last year the county paid $3 million to
social security.

Employees, who pay for social secur-
ity through the FICA tax deducted
from payroll’ checks, matched that
amount.

“I can see advantages to it (with-
drawal), because social security is cost-

ly to employees and costly to the coun-
ty,” Dohany said.

Also a member of the county Em-
ployees Retirement Commission,
Dohany said the panel’s idea was to file
the intent to withdraw and then study
the “pros and cons.”

SINCE THE USS. Congress amended
the Social Security Act to allow public
employee groups to withdraw, the state
of Alaska has reportedly been the larg-
est group to do so. Congress'’s employ-
ees don't belong to the social security
system.

The law doesn't allow private sector
employees to withdraw from the sys-
tem.
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