Educated at Univer8ity of Michigan as a painter, Barbara Coburn
was a successful fiber artist before she returned to her original media
— watercolor and acrylics.
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Teachers made dlfference in her life
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‘Twa good art teachers made a'lot of
difference in the direction of Barbara
Coburn’s career as a studio artist. Her
first show of pamtmgs. acryllm. water—
colors and an

which she likes to work on holds up
well through this process.

She would like to work even larger
than she does, her tapestries are con-
siderably larger than the paintings, but
the available sizes of the paper have
placed limitations on her.

The i

of these two media is on display'at Ar-
tisans Gallery of Snn(hlield through
Nov. 26.

Mrs. Cburn, who nuw lives in West
Bloomfield with her husband Roland
and two children, was known as a
weaver and fiber artist long befare she
switched to painting. When the family
moved to their home in West Bloom-
field, Coburn, lookng at the large ex-
panse of bare walls and suggested his
wife do something about filling them.

She had majored in painting at the
University of Michigan and taught art
at Southfield High School for several
years, so painting wasn’t an unknown
quantity — just one she hadn’t pursued
as actively as she had fibers.

When she began to study again, she
said, “T hag two really fantastic teach-
ers who Ffeally motivated me, Hava
Schaver and Lorraine Chambers
MecCarty.”

From large paintings, which Mrs.
Coburn described as “erotic and sensu-
ous, using the human form," she pro-
gressed to abstracts that show admira-
tion for Paul Jenkins.

“It's not just throwing down paint,”
she said. “It took me a year to achieve
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with ity and energy.”

To achieve this she often uses a com-
bination of watercolor and acrylic
paints — putting acrylic over dry wa-
tercolor and “adding and subtracting
paint.

“The acrylic is mixed with" med:a
and washed off,” she said, explaining
that this can be done many umu to
build up layers. The 300 ponnd paper

of paint by rubbing
or sponging it away was put into per-
spective for Mrs. Coburn by Mrs.
McCarty.

“She used to tell us that it was just as
important to;take paint away as to add
it,” Mls Coburn said.

From' including figures in her paint-
ings — more simple human forms —
which appear to be searching for iden-
tity or caught in a web of discord, Mrs.
Coburn is moving toward pure abstract
minus figures. Both approaches are,
however, represented in this current
show.

She also has acrylies done without
the watercolors, but prefers the combi-
nation of the.two because of the chal-
Ienges and multiple-layered effects she
can achieve.

Because of the respensibilities that
go with raising children and keeping a
household going, Mrs. Coburn frequent-
ly works in her laundry room-studio in
the early hours of the morning.

“Once I get going,” she said, “I'have
so much energy and so many ideas that
I am often running down the stairs in
the middle of the night to paint.”

With her career as a painter now
launched, and some of the techniques
under control for the kind of work she
wants to do, Mrs. Coburn feels she has
made a giant step forward.

And while all this washappening, she
nicely filled the empty walls of the
Coburn home with large tapestries,
huge acrylics and fiber works.

Artisans‘Gallery, 19666 W. 10 Mile,
Southfield, is open 10 am. to 5 pm.
Monday-Saturday, Thursday until 8
pam.

Combination of watercolor and acrylics gives this Barbara Coburn
abstract its depth. Many layers are applied and sponged or rubbed off
to achieve the final result.

HANDCRAFTED JEWELRY

° i
Glon-KImoolg
Discover the Many Shades of Gold...

The Shimmering Greens in 20 and 21 Karats:

Rose Golds in 16 or. 19. . .Yellows from Brassy

through Beige. Each is subtly different, each

beautifully distinctive.

We alloy our own colors of gold to comple~

ment a specific stone or design. . .that’s what

handcrafted jewelry is all about.
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is moré than drsnncnve furniture. At our
shop you will find talented, knowledge-

able interior d55|gners to help you with all
your decmanng needs.

O3 E

B
DECORATIVE INTERIORS

Qrchard Mall

Orchard Lake Road, north of Maple 851-3200

Thursday & Friday open untit 9 p.m.

WANT T0 LOOK CORRECT
AT ALL TIMES?

it ¥ou are a busy woman
make your clothes “work” for you!

The “Secretis Organization”

Allowjus to help you line up
your clothes professionally.
Everything will become visible
‘and easily accessible.

We all, have more in our closets
than we can see. You will be
able to reach into your closet
and quickly select the right
combination for the occasion at
hand.

We can show you many new
ways to combine what you own.
You will know exactly what you
are after when you shop thereby]
sélecting and purchasmg more
wisely.

We all have our talents- this is
our area of expertise. It will be
our pleasure toservice you.:

All conferences completely
confidential.
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Reservations
now being
A accepted at
i Southfield’s
exclusive
high-rise
condominium.

Whot we are developing
at Park LaSalle is a place
thot leaves time:and
room to live life to its
fullest. A new height of
elegance that will
become one of
Southfield’s most desired
addresses.

One, wo ond three
bedroom suites are
available to suit
individuol standards of
comfort and
convenience. These are
indeed versatile,

1:.' spacious living areas with
features to’oppec to
individual decorating
5; inclinations and living
requirements. Your

personal choice of plan .

and decorating add the
finishing touch. *

-
‘What makes Park LoSalle a good investment is value.

The value of Park LaSalle is its tocation: its archi-
tecture; the amenities; the construction and design.
Its_environment of privacy, completely peaceful and
seduded. yet convenient to all services. Park LaSalle
is designed for value-and a good investment for you.

Park LoSoue‘)s conceived for people who require the
good life; for people who requue space: comfort:
conveniences; for
people who require
the living of the 80%. +

While all owners of
Park LoSalle will
agree on its

particular basics:
elegance; prestige:
quality; the
environment; the
superb location and
respect for privacy. .

we are all indwviduals
with individual pursuits.
Parls LoSalle is for the il
individual. Tennis L3 1 S— <
courts; Qn outdoor swimming pool huﬂleboord
jogging track; 9-hole putting green; a fully equipped
exercise room:; relaxing sounas; a hobby room;
meeting and pary rooms to gather wnh your fnends;
a fully landscaped site with pathways leadin,
contemplative garden retreats and privacy, i (hot is
what you desire. Shopping and every other conven-

ience are within minutes of your home. . .yet away.
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Informartion Center on 12 Mile, comer of Case Ave.. Detween -
Telegroph & Nonhwestern Hwy.

Here are just o few of the feotures that make Park
LoSalle contemporary living at its best.
* All gos heat
* Fully air conditioned
* Fully equipped
kitchens - stove with
self-cleaning oven an
a range - frost free
refvigelfomr with \
icemaker - garbage &
compoctor gnd di%poser\}_
A

* Luxurious bathrooms -
2 and 3 bedroom suites
feature a 2nd bathroom ¢
off the main bedroom
* Six acre fully lond-
scaped site * Sliding
glass doors to balcony
¢ Thermal pane
insulated windows
throughout
* Doorman service * 24-hour security. answering
and message service ® Valet service # Parking
in endlosed, covered facility ® Large storoge
copacity tanls for gasoline ® Parking for guests
* Gasoline and outo wash service on site
 All suites feature individual loundry rooms
equped with washer and dryer ® All suites are
. fully corpeted
* Two self-service
express elevators
* Service elevator
with extra high
roof 10 cccommodate
large fumniture * Fully
equipped exercise
room ¢ Saunas * Hobby
room ¢ Meeting and
Party room ¢ Jogging
rrack * 9-hole putting
green * Outside pool
 Tennis couns ® Shuffle-
booard ¢ Storage areo

As you enter Park
Lasalle. you'll discover
that security here is
also of the urmost
imporonce. A full
time doorman insures
that no one is
admitted
unannounced or
unregistered, and
valet parking services
are available. Your
car is protected in
covered enclosed
parking facility. it will Ve

be serviced for gasoline and cuto wash right on site.
These are supplemented by an extensive electronic
security system ond a 24 hour individual answering
and message service.
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1, 2 & 3 Bedroom Condominiums
Start at $82,500.
HOURS:

Sat’6 Sun. 12 noon - 7PM ® Mon. - Wed. 10aM - 7PM
Tues. - Fo. 10AM - 5PM » Closed Thursdoy .

- Developer. . -

. biclpsivé Sales Ag

“Turner-Redlty. Co

- 25025 W. 12 Mile Rd:
Southfield, MI-48076-
‘Phone: 35’2 4830 :




