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urged

By TIM RICHARD

Local cities and town-
ships are being advised
to do exhaustive check-
ing on all companies who
bid for cable television
franchises.

“If you sell to the high-
est bidder, you'll get a
bad system,” added Har-
old Horn, who met last
Thursday night in  Oak
Park with about 100 local

officals from all over
western Wayne and Oak-
land counties,

Horn is a former city
manager (Lawrence and
Concordia, Kansas) and
now executive director of
the Cable Television In-
formation Center, a non-
profit project of the Ur-
ban Institute.

His office has advised
1,700 cities, and he has
testified before Congress
on cable TV questions.
“We do not work for or
with the industry,” he
said.

WHILE MOST cable
TV companies are good,
Horn said there are a few
bad ones and an immense
variety of deals offered
by all of them. He
advised local officials to
have all bidders supply a
complete list of all com-
munities in which they
have done business, with
the name of the responsi-
ble official in each com-
munity, and to check
each reference with a list
of questions.

One extremely import-
ant thing, he said, is to be
sure the firm has enough
capital to deliver what it
promises.

Horn said officials
shouldn't be taken in
when cable firms recruit
prominent local profes-
sional people as investors
in order to secure politi-
cal leverage. The local
investors are often
bought out a few months
after the firm gets its
franchise.

Most cable firms offer
the local government 3-5
percent of gross revenues
as a franchise fee. Horn
urged them to “consider
3 percent reasonable.”

Communities must
grant franchises because
cable TV requires use of
a public right-of-way.

CABLE TV originated
in small towns where re-
ception from area sta-
tions was hampered by
distance or high hills. A
company builds a single,
tall antenna capable of
receiving many channels
and transmits to sub-
scribing  households by
cable,

Each receiving house-
hold pays an installation
fee and a monthly sub-
seription.

Not only can those
communities now receive
‘TV, but they can get lit-
erally dozens of channels
from all over the coun-

A home antenna
without cable can pick up
signals from only 50-100
miles.

The firms currently
competing ferociously
for metropolitan Detroit
franchises offer any or
all of several packages:

« Stations from such
nearby cities as Lansing
and Toledo.
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EWISEBA

By TOM LONERGAN

Lack of a statewide
policy on higher educa-
tion funding in Michigan
has led to an “absent
minded slide  into
'mediocrity.”

That was Wayne State
University President
‘Thomas Bonner’s mes-
sage this week to a state
Sepate higher education
subcommittee.

The committee,
chaired by Sen. Jack Fax-
on, D-Detroit, held a
hearing on the Wayne
campus Monday. The
panel was formed in
April to study declining
college enrollments and
Michian’s relatively
shrinking support of high-
er education.

BONNER CALLED for
a state policy recognizing
higher education as an in-
vestment which produces
social and economic re-

turns for the state.

“Since 1967, he said,
““Michigan's national
ranking has fallen from
16th to 35th among the
states in support for high-
er education based on the
levels of statewide per-
sonal income.”

Higher education’s
share of the state general
fund has dropped from
nearly 22 percent in 1967-
68 to 16 percent last year.

The drop in state sup-
port, according to the
state Senate Fiscal Agen-
¢y, has forced tuition in-
creases that have pinched
students from middle in-
come families. These
families usually exceed
the income guidelines for
federal tuition aid.

THE DECLINE in
state support, he said, has
notbeen due to “a dircct
or deliberate policy deci-
sion” by state leaders.

But he added “there is
no existing mechanism in
this state ‘for evaluating

Colleges need more mo

Higher education on skids?

the higher education sys-
tem as a whole, for find-
ing solutions to statewide
problems or for higher
education planning.

“It is important that
there be a mechanism at
the state level to aid in
the planning and promo-
tion of our higher educa-
tion system on a stateide
basis.”

Bonner said the last 15
years “have witnessed a
tremendous growth in
state programs and ser-
vices which are compet-
ing for the state’s atten-
tion.”

These programs
which Bonner said have a
“high political yield” —
include welfare, mental
health, jails and the
courts. They have been
“more insistent, demand-
ing, emotional” and are

backed by federal aid, the

WSU president said.

THE TAX limitation
amendment, which was
passed by voters last
year and places a cap on
state spending, is a “suf-
focating force in the de-
velopment of things im-
portant in this state,”
Bonner said.

The so-called Headlee
Amendment leaves high-
er education “unprotect-
ed and vulnerable to
cuts,” he added.

Wayne State's tuition,
which has outpaced infla-
tion, “is simply too.high,”
said Bonner, who has pro-
posed a tuition cut of 10
percent effective next
fall.

The urban school’s un-
dergraduate tuition rang-
es from $373 a quarter
for a freshman taking 12

ter for a junior or senior
taking 14 credits. Gradu-
ate tuition ranges frorn
$493 to $547.50 a quarter.

The state's lack of sup-
port for higher education,
placing an increasing fi-
nancial burden on the stu-
dent, could make the
state’s declining enroll-
ment projections for the
19805 a “self-fulfilling

‘Since 1967, Michigan’s
national ranking has fallen
from 19th to 35th among the
states in support for higher
education based on levels
of statewide personal in-

come.'

prophecy,” Bonner said.

HE CITED studies to
show that for every $100
increase in tuition, a col-
lege loses 3 percent of its
enrollment. Wayne's tui-

tion, which Bonner said

has jumped $100 a year
in recent years, “exceeds
neighboring public uni-
versities.”

“If tuition continues to

be forced into an upward
spiral,” Bonner said, “the

credits to $446.50 a quar- opportunities for access

— WSU F

to higher education will
be proportionately re-
stricted. We are in effect
implementing a freeze on
social mobility, for the
people who will he most
affected will be precisely
those groups who are now

Thomas
Bonner (right)

in the process of social
change.

“Women. minorities
and other non-traditional
students will be most af-
fected.”

The state estimates
Wayne, with a current

ney—-WSU heac

full-time  enrollment of|

34,337, could lose 8,000 ...

students during the next| .
decade, a’ figure Bonner|
disputes, The i
was made by the state].
Department of Manage-
ment and Budget.
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