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‘Remarkable Mr.

By ERIC PETERS

ey

Good-natured tolerance and familial

Review

it the period
piece drawing room comedy “The Re-
markable Mr. Pennypacker” by Liam
O'Brién.

it is lightweight, slightly stiff, mildly
thought provoking, eminently respect-
able fare for families, a sort of “Cheap-
er by the Dozen" touched with just the
merest hint of Shavian idealism.

The First Theater Guild of Birming-
ham production suits the tenor of the
play in likewise respectable fashion: A
slightly stiff, gently amusing participa-
tion for family members on both sides
of the footlights. It is jointly directed in
an easy, unrushed pace by Linda Kauf-
man dnd Melissa Chapdelaine.

Exellent costumes and a beautifully
furnished, well-designed set provide
nice professional touches.

Twb more performances of “The Re-
markable Mr. Pennypacker” will be
given at the First Presbyterian Church
of Birmingham, 1669 W. Maple at 8
p.m., Friday and Saturday, Nov. 16 and
17 in Knox Auditorium.

“PENNYPACKER" IS a plotless se-
ries of conversations and family in-
teraclions revolving around the fre-
quently absent, eccentric central figure
of Horace Pennypacker, Jr., (J. Mar-
shall” Robbins), father to a veritable
hoard of children. It is the kind of fami-
ly which moves one to inquire if the

home isn’t really a boarding house.

Further, these childreh have been
raised to be able to thirfk and act for
themselves. Each has a mind of his
own, which sometimes means following
conventions as well as breaking them,
a lesson they teach their father in the
end. *

Primary action concerns the ques- -

tion of a sudden matrimonial plunge by
the eldest Pennypacker daughter, Kate
(Karen Beswick) and her shy young
man of the cloth, Wilber (Ed Krebs).
The lad’s father is their minister
(Don Jolliffe), who has reservations
about conduetng the ceremony because
the girl's father has a reputation as a
“free thinker." The minister’s concern

turns to alarm at the mention of

Darwinian natural selection, thence to
shock, as still more unorthodox revela-
tions come to light in the bright flame
of Pennypacker’s open, liberal mind
and engaging, matter-of-fact approach
to revolutionary concepts.

Against this irresistible force stands
the immovable object of Grandpa.
Struggling to regain his lost position as
dominant personality, Horace Pen-
nypacker, Sr., bellows and bullies with
amusing ineffectiveness. As titular
head of Pennypacker Prime Products,
he shrinks at the deseription of his busi-
ness as an abattoir.

HE CLINGS TO 2 patriarch's delu-
sion that he can somehow bring his
son's family back into the restrictive
bounds of his own view of decent be-
havior. Never mind that he has himself
been seen slinking down back alleys
with chorus girls.

Stan Fiol plays this part up to the hilt
and commands the stage (if not his ex-
tended family), skirmishing with Mrs.
Pennypacker (Miranda Burnett) the
ever-patient and understanding mother
of the brood, or with his unmarried
middle-aged daughter Jane (Sidney
Burrows). The old coot blusters and
bosses, flails the air with cane and der-
by hat, stammers, gapes, endangers the
Waterford crystal with bouts of table
pounding, and generally struts and
storms about the place, all in the cause
of restoring ‘“reason.” (Shades of yet
another -turn-of-the-century Horace
here, viz: Vandergelder.)

It is a large cast. With so many
brothers and sisters, there is precious
little material with which to fill out a
character, yet these kids do a fine job
and the group is pretty terrific.

There is inquisitive, perceptive Eliz-
abeth (Cheri Lee) finding holes in her
parents’ logic; serappy, mischievous
Ben and David (Chris Phelps and Rob-
ert Kaufman) always clamoring in
open competition to occupy the same
space; bright and charming Teddy
(Chris Diedrich) entertaining visitors
and avoiding Gramps.

Daughter Laurie (Cathy Jolliffe)
teaches ballet in the parlor at three for
a dollar and dreams of dancing as pri-
ma ballerina for the Metropolitan Op-
era. Son Henry (Chris Plumb) with wry
humor takes enthusiastically to the
fanciful notion he might be illegiti-
mate, cites famous men in history of
that condition, and quotes Edmund
from “King Lear:" “I grow, I prosper;
Now, gods, stand up for bastards!"”

THERE IS a reporter (Bill Krebs)
who conducts an interview with
Horace, Jr., on evolution, Marxism and
nudity; a sheriff (Tom Ward) who lurks
about trying to deliver a summons to
the right Horace Pennypacker; a third
Horace Pennypacker (Doug Thiel), and
an assortment of sweet and lovely little
ballet pupils (Beth Palmer, Elizabeth
Burnett and Liz Robbins).

The underlying theme of “Pen-
nypacker"” is the clash of tradition with
change, religion with science, the sta-
tus quo and the new order.

However, unlike the high-intensity
Hegelian thesis, plus antithesis, equals
synthesis whicl, when handled by
Shaw, yields both energy and illumina-
tion, we get compromise and toleration
with love conquers all as a ceda. Ironic,
too, because Horace, Jr., even speaks
against toleration. Direct statement of
opposition is more honest, he says.

Honesty is, in this play, sacrificed to
nostalgia. Yet, it is a harmless and
pleasing indulgence. The time is the

Cornucopia overflows with creative jazz

“Creative Music C ia Part 1,”
a series of four new chamber jazz con-
certs presented by the Creative Arts
Collective, will open on Saturday, Nov.
17, at 8 p.m. in the Detroit Institute of
Arts Recital Hall,

Filling the Nov. 17 performance will
be solos and duets for saxophones, gui-

tars and other instruments, composed
and performed by A. Sencer Barefield
and Anthony Holland.

Concerts

Tickets for the concert or for the se-
ries are available at the Art Institute
ticket office, 832-2730.

“Creative Music Cornucopia Part "
will present music of several Detroit-

7-4839
ion Suppl
nny, Novi

m Watch for

9 o) Tho Eiing Season’
E“T:‘:! Thursday, November 22

=N Don’t start

i the Holidays

! without it.
@bmzr%’tttenmr

) ' Netvspapers

based and instr
aleng with a special guest appearance
by Roscoe Mitchell, an i i

Spencer Barefield, guitars; Anthony
Holland, saxophones; and Tani Tabbal,

known multi-instrumentalist and mem-
ber of the AACM and Art Ensemble of
Chicago.

REMAINING CONCERTS in the se-
ries will also be held at 8 p.m at the Art
Institute as follows:

= Saturday, Dec. 8 — Music of gues
artist Roscoe Mitchell, A

drums and p

, » Saturday, Dec. 28 — Music of A.
Spencer Barefield, guitars and other in-
struments.

+ Saturday, Jan. 19 — Music of A.
Spencer Barefield, guitars; Farug Z.
Bey and Anthony Holland, saxophones;
Jaribu Shahid, bass; Tani Tabbal,
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OP WINNING
from the recent Observer & Eccentric
. Year of the Child Photo Contest

See the Exhibit at

Troy - 16 Mile & Coolidge
The winning photos have been enlarged, matted and framed by:

m Plante Photography

PHOTOS

‘Great Oaks Mall - Nov. 19-24

o Rochester - Livernois & Walton Rds.
. and

Somerset Mall - Nov.:26-Dec. 1

@ Certificates are available in passboo!
providing you with a record of your

drums and.p

ALL THESE POSSIBILITIES
seemed briefly to quiver deliciously
upon the horizon like a shimmering mi-

start of the Gay Nineties, in retrospect
a magical time as America and Europe
were poised on the brink of a new so-
cial order, a totally different world. It
was the end of a century but it was
more. It was the end of 2 whole way of
life.

Discoveries in science were changing
technology, building a new economic
system. With these changes came the
stirrings of a revolution in ideas, per-
sonal philosophy, public morality, so-
cial and political consciousness. For
once, the world looked full of exciting
and liberating possibilities, unheard of
betterments for all, heretofore un-
thought alternatives for life, and un-
dreamt hopes for the perfectability of
man,

like a brilliant child delirious with the
possibilities for experience and anxious
to taste every possible offering. He is
brought to realize that the real conse-
quence of action is responsibility to
those affected by that choice.

This play is a mere bauble, a trinket

might have been like or, rather, in our
fond imaginations, what it must have
been like. It was a wonderful, warm,
dear and charming time.

We all dream of living in such a sim-

never come again.

pleasing, if unprized, of what that time _

GOOD NEWS!

The Detroit Community Music School
is now just 10 minutes from down-
town Birmingham.

* ORFF SCHULWERK PRE-MUSICIANSHIP - (pre-school
and elementary) A fun and imaginative program designed by noted
composer Carl Orff to intraduce rhythm, melody and other basic music
concepts. Highly beneficial to further instrument study.

* SUZUKI VIOLIN - (pre-schootbeginning) Children as young as 4
are taught to play the violin using techniques adapted from the Japa-
nese method.

¢ CONTEMPORARY GROUP PIANO - (Pre-school to
adults) Techniques developed by Dr. Robert Pace utilize group interest
and achlevement to stimulate leaming.

¢ BRASS & WOODWINDS - Private lessons and beginning

classes
* THEORY & HARMONY - Chidren to adults.

* Small ensembles, studio classes, student/facuity recital series.|

DETROIT COMIMUNITY MUSIC SCHOOL

1050 East Square Lake Road
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48013
Located at the Bloomfisid Hills Academy
Square Lake Road at Squirrel
Sesslons bogln February 12-June 16 (16 weeks)
A Applicart Interview roquired
For Information regarding scheduling and fees, please call 831-2870

26-Week

Money Market Certificate

S—

11.9459,
12.517-
*603.89

EFFECTIVE NOV. 15 THROUGH NOV. 21
$10,000 MINIMUM DEPOSIT

ANNUAL

RATE

EFFECTIVE ANNUAL
YIELD SUBJECT TO
CHANGE AT
RENEWAL

INTEREST EARNED
ON $10,000 AFTER
26 WEEKS

k form

® Federal regulations now prohibit alf financial
institutions from ing interest during the

@ A depositor's savings are insured to $40,000.00.

@ Unless otherwise notified, these accounts are
automatically renewed upon maturity at the then
current rate.

e Cc

term of the account. If retained in the account,
interest is compounded at the time of renewal.

© The effective annual rate stated above assumes
reinvestment at the same rate.

There [s a substantial
interest penalty for early
withdrawal from centiti-
cate accounts.

y atALL d Federal
offices WITHOUT ANY CHARGES OR FEES!
Call 643-9583
AT ANY TIME
to obtain the

current week’s rate.
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