'Ms. Haltum picks up Oakway S

By DIANE ABRAMS

- If she isn't teaching music at the De-

troit Waldorf School, she may be per-
forming a concert or toying with the
idea of a possible recording.

But Victoria Haltum said her new
post as concertmaster “for Oakway
Symphony Orchestra of Farmington is
the most satisfying of all her endeav-
ors.

“1 really love my job as concertmas-
ter,” she said. “I like having the respon-
sibility of being aleader.”

Aside from leading the symphony,

which was established in September,
Ms. Haltum has the job of tending to ail
the technical aspects in the string sec-
tion of the archestra. She also tunes the
orchestra and plays first violin. -

“[ like playing solos, it’s nice to be
heard,” she said. “I'm a very strong
leader, it's undoubtedly part of my per-
sonality. In order to achieve a good en-
semble playing, you have to be some-
what aggressive.”

ASSERTING HERSELF has always
been relatively easy for Ms. Haltum.
Sheé didn’t hesitate to take a leave of
absence from the New Orleans Sym-
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multitude of ornaments throughout her
- home.

Two trees will grace the house. One
wilt be placed in front of a full length
window in the sunken living room. I
will immediately be seen upon entering
the home. i

A sloping ceiling to 32 feet'abave the
front room. Fans hovering above move
the heat downward in the winter'and
assist the air-conditioning in the sum-
mer.

The decorations will be color coordi- -

nated to match the earth tones through-
out the house. Giant papier-mache or-
naments of delicte angels,’ made by
Mrs. Hall's mother-in-law, a designer
in Okiahoma, are an indication of the
size of the tree to come.

WHITE POINSETTIAS will line the
stairs leading into the exquisite living
room. Decorations are also planned for
the hidden bar that forms yet another
level in this massive room.

Perhaps the best place in which to
view the many levels throughout the
Hall's home. is looking up from the
couch in the living room or looking
down from a bridge that spans the
room.

Mexican quarry tiles from the South-
west cover the top of the steps leading
from the iront door. The sides are
‘made out of finished wood and the total
efffect is as unique as every aspect of
the entire museum-like home,

The combination of wood, tile and

_glass furnishings throughout the house
adds to.its diversity. From the wood
furniture in the library to the formiea
in the bathroom, everything bas its own
style and compliments the total design.

“We designed the house'so that we
could live on just one floor,” sald Mrs.
Hall. “My husband's cousin actually
drew up the blue prints for the house.
Amazingly enough, he’s not an archi-
tect, he's an interior decorator from
Oklahoma.” '

'WHILE SIPPING coffee in a small

room off the side of the kitchen, Hall
talked about his cousin.

“My coiisin designed the house with-
out ever seeing the land,” said Hall
“All he ujed-was a topographlical map
and a lot of insight.

“He still hasn't seen the house even
today. The man used to be a builder,
but he's never been an architect.”

A visitor to the Halls' home might be
impressed by its magnilicence, Mrs.
Hall talks about things that need to be
done.

“Building a house is frustrating, but
it's very satisfying,” she said. “It takes
so long for some things to arrive and
there's so much to think about. We still
have a lot to do.”

‘The Halls believe in adding their own
touches to their home — and enjoy
doingit.

“Builders should have more fun with
bathrooms,” smiled Mrs. Hall. “I kept
changing ideas for our bathroom
around because the architect just didn't
understand my grand plan.’

A huge, round tub in the Hall's pri-
vate bath is bound to provide luxurious
comfort. A skylight lets in the sun to
illuminate the entire room. Surround-
ing the unique tub is a sparkling mir-
rored wall that makes the large bath-
room appear even bigger. . \

“Builders should have more fun with
bathrooms,” said Mrs. Hall, “I kept
changing ideas’ for our bathroom
around because the architect just didn’t
understand my grand plan.”

THE HALL HOME is designed in
bridges. From the downstairs haliway,
a long window reveals one such bridge
which stretches over a rock garden in
the rear of the house.

“My husband is planhing a Japanese
garden where the more-or-less im-
provised rock garden is now,” said Mrs.
Hall.

The bridge theme is carried into the
house, which has four levels. A winding
stairway in the middle of the living
room enhances an illusion of space di-
vided by many levels.

For ticket information, call 645-
1030.

phony, where she has played first chair
violin for the past eight years, to join
Oakway.

Ms. Haltum got her first job as a con-
certmaster in News Orleans. She
stayed with the New Orleans Ballet
Hysell for three years and also taught
music at a university in the area.

“One of the reasons I left New Or-
leans was because I felt as though I had
done everything I could do after so
many years,” she said. “There is a very
small population and I wanted to work
into a more culturaily developed area.”

Having no regrets about returning to
her home state, Ms. Haltum says an ac-
tive schedule keeps her on the go and
continually involved with new projects.

“T'm more or less a soloist who tra?
vels from concert to concert without
being associated with one particular
group, aside*from Oakway,” she said.
“T act as a free agent and have to go
out and promote myself alt the time —
1 enjoy it. Here in Detroit every day is
different.”

PROMOTION ISN'T a problem for
Ms. Haltum, though. She's been. in-
volved in a five-part chamber music
series which she put together- for the
Detroit Boat Club on Belle Isle.

‘Ms. Haltum said it took some time to
adjust to her hectic daily schedule. *

“It took me a while to get used to
this kind of fast pacing,” she said. “T
have to be very organized. I get up in
the morning and run all day, but I'm
doing all the things I want to.”

But she said she enjoys her busy life-

style. .

“A lot of time goes into prepara-
tion,” she said. "I don’t think the aver-
age person realizes the endless number
of rehearsals that are involved. Just
playing the violin alone is a full-time
Job.” B

ALTHOUGH SHE started out with
only a few small projects, Ms. Haltum
now has several things going on at
once.

“There's a lot coming my way late-
ly,” she said. “There were times that I
thought I'd never make it, but now I
don't even think about it, I just do it —
1 go from one concert to the next. De-
troit has been very good to me so far.
T'm getting a Iot of work. I would like
to stay in this area.”

Next month Ms, Haltum will appear
with Ben Vereen and Joel Grey at the
Mausie Hall and will lead Oakway in the
upcoming performance at 4 p.m. Dec. 2
at Southfield Lathrup High School. The
concert features “Outdoor Overture”
by Aaron Coplin and Scherherazade by
composer Rimsky-Korsakov.

““This is really a feather in Qakway’s
cap,” she said of the concert. “I've al-
ways dreamed of playing these pieces,
but of all of Rimsky-Korsakov's work,
“Scherherazade” is the most difficult
to perform.”

For ticket information call Oakway
at 476-6544.

. Ms. Haltum’s professional training
includes attendance at the University
of Michigan and completion of her de-
gree in New Orleans: She also attended

‘Thursday, November 39, 1979

(SFNSC

Interlochen Arts Academy.

Her love of the violin, however,
came long before her college days: Ms.
Haltum began playing the instrument
when she was 11 years old. .

“I always liked playing the violin,

ymphony baton

but I didn’t realize that I'd be doing it
all my life. I never took it that serious-
ly,” she said.

“When I got older, I realized that it’s
what I do best and decided I had better
start taking it seriously.”
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30% OFF
Levolor Riviera:
s notaseasy to
copy as some
people think.

Lats of copyists have tried. But
they just canl seem lomaichthe

Levolot quasty. Or the Levolor
colors (over 150 of them). Or tha
Fflaj for tashion. Bt you'd
anyway,
‘wouldnl you? Atiar allit's stk ihe

+mast popuiat siander siat bind

‘around. Call or come in o sae the
exciling new Fiviera colors.

Stop by soon to see our collection of
Bruce Hardwood Floors — The Natural Choice

or

Open Mon. thi

ors
on slzes up to 84x84. Customers own measurements.

GREENE BROS.
Window Shade Co.

Old Orchard ShoEpI‘;lgkCSEter 15150 W. 7 Mile Rd.
erd Lk. Rd. 3 2.

Maple Rd. at Orgl

from thess No

626-2400
ruFrl. 10to 5Sat. 10to 4

50% OFF
Decor
Verticals

to choose
Discount good thru Dec. 22, 1979

2
Open Mon. thru Fri. 8:30 to 5
Sat. 9103

from'

frelght or handling charges

Lucille Ball tells why
we've got tokeep Red Cross
ready for big disasters.

A8 - <
: en Clara Barton started -
American Red Cross bick in
the 1880's, its big job was to
aid people during major :
.disasters. ~ 47
*“Qver the years, Red Cross
has taken on lots of other jobs
... jobs right around home.
We see Red Crpss helping the
elderly and the homeless.
Aiding veterans, Teaching life-
saving—and health care.
Collecting blood.

“But never forget that right
along with all these important
neighborhood jobs, Red Cross’s
vital national job has never
changed.

“That's why Red Cross is
there when there’s a husricane,
atornado, or other disaster,
even when it’s half a continent

away. :

“And that's why we've got
to keep Red Cross ready. . .alt
over America.” -

KeepRed Cross ready
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‘Plymouth Furniture boug ,
the Charlton 1980 Showroom-

somples ot a fractionT
of their cost!

Your Choice

Frankly, we just made the bestbuy In our 30 long years in
the business. Because of ourlong-standing relationship
with Chariton Furniture, we were given the first oppor-
tunity to ‘steal’ thelr showroom samples. When we saw
this magnificent Century 21 line it took usonly a second
to make up our mind...we bought it quick, and at a frac- |
tion of its usual cost. Now, we pass the savings on toyou.
Most pleces are one-of-a-kind and will be subject to prior

. sale. All sales final—no layaways. All items in stock, Im-
mediate dellvery for the holldays.
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‘ 1—Dixon/Brown Veivet, A 1—Crystal Black Velvet, 6 Pleco SR
2Plocs Sectional. . .regsusac0  $578°° Wiaduier Soctlons). -res s *995°
1—Elite Rust Velvet, 2 Plece aus  1—Flowered Print, s
et Soction - a0 768%° 3 Plece Sectionsl. . .re.suos $700°°
- [Ty 1—Rlalto Birch Velvet, 5 Piece sag
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N - ey -
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1—Cotton Print, 3 mm .12“9";.. Chalr...... nogs e $147%°
. :“‘ "M’S“N“""‘”B'l" e 1-—-Baltic Blus Volvet, e
—Hop SackNmyBle . wsw 980B% Chair and Ottoman. rec. s a0 *197"
—BlackVotwt, s R OV o e iy
Loose Back Sofa. . .hug.s o $3TE? Chrome Chalr.....mo s e *188°°
SAVE 40% to 50% and more on other one-of-a-kind pleces from our stock!
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