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The Michigan Transportation Com-
mission voted 4-2 Wednesday to build a
modified M-275 freeway through west-
ern Oakland County.

By reversing h 1977 decision of its
predecessor, the State Highway Com-
mission, the transportation panel set up
a possible battle with federal officials
over the environmental impact of the
controversial freeway.

“If finally built, the $98 million free-
way would connect 1-275/1-696 near
Farmington Hills with I-75 north of
Clarkston. As a 22-mile extension of I-
275, it would form a giant bypass
around Detroit.

Action came an hour after the meet-
ing opened in the commission’s Lansing
headquarters. There were almost no
comments from the audience, and the
vole was greeted with silence from
both supporters and opponents of a
freeway.

THE THREE new members of the
transportation commission — Rodger
Young of Rochester, Lawrence Patrick
of Detroit and William Marshall of
Lansing — joined highway commission
holdover Carl Pellonpaa of Ishpeming
in approving a modified version of the
freeway, which had been cancelled
nearly three years ago.

Commission Chairman Hannes
Meyers Jr. of Zeeland and Weston Vivi-
an of Ann Arbor voted against M-275,
as they had while serving on the old
highway commission. The four-mem-
ber.highway commission was replaced
this year by the six-member transpor-
tation commission, .

‘Young, an attorney in Southfield, re-
peated previous statements that resi-
dents in western Oakland County
lacked adequate roads.

“It is not only not adequate today,
but it will get worse by the end of this
century,” he said. .

Young was not convinced by argu-
ments that the freeway would hasten
urban sprawl from the county’s older

Rodger Young influenced other
commission votes for M-275.

southern cities.

Noting existing development in the
popular Jakes and recreation area, he
added: “It does not follow that utiliza-
tion of existing roads will deter devel-
opment.”

THE EXISTING development in
western Oakland and the need for a
north-south highway apparently con-
vinced Patrick, an attorney, and Mar-
shall, head of the Michigan AFL-CIO,
that a modified freeway was the best of
six alternatives proposed after the old
highway commission killed the original
M-275,

Patrick credited Young with in-
fluencing his decision. He said Young,
who had served on the state’s Enviro-
nemntal Review Board for several
years, had “demonstrated his concern
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for the environment.”

Marshall said he din't think building
M-275 “necessarily means we're going
to continue blanketing the state with
brick, mortar and concrete.”

1f nothing were built in western Qak-
land, “in 15 years, the area is going to
be so choked up no one’s going to be
able to move,” Marshall added. State
officials said the modified freeway, if
approved, probably wouldn't be ready
to use for at least 10 years.

THE MAJOR opposition group to M-
275 said it would continue lobbying
against the freeway before state and
federal environmental offieials. An ad-
verse environmental impact statement
from the U.S. Department of Interior
was influential in killing the original

freeway. Most of money for M-275 will

Special
Offer...
Lingerie Chest

This is real value
in solid cherry
with a matching
heirloom finish.
Five ample
drawers with
brass hardware.
(limited
quantities}

$249, value

Now $179

STEWART-GLENN CO.
“YOUR FULL SERVICE STORE”
has no extra charge for

*Carsful Inspection and Set-Up
*Courtecus Delivery Service
*Generous Storesl

offers
Beautiful Heirloom Bedroom
Grouping at a Once-in«a-Lifetime

.
Price. Muke your bedroom the showplace of ydur home with
this solid cherry heicloom finished value filled bedroom collection.
The group includes a 60" triple dresser with eight drawers, a
pediment mirror, a five-drawer chest and 2 5/0
or 4/6 pediment headboard. This same
bedroom is available with a 4/6-5/0 spindle
headboard and landscape mirror at $799.
Cabinet nightstand with two drawers, a $199.00
value, now $169.00 each.

$1199. Value

%899

2o

OF JAMESTOWN

vou this

¢ w

vick Jr. (left) of Detroit and William Mar-
shall, president of the state AFL-CIO, voted to reverse past State
Transportation Commission policy and go ahead with M-275. {Photos

“pressure from developers and the real
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come from the federal government.
Stephen Rosman, spokesman for Cit-
izens in Oppostion to M-275, said after
the vote that the transportation com-
mission’s decison was “not totally un-
expected.” The commission, Rosman
said, was “under an extreme amount of

estate lobby.”

He said the decisison was “another
battle in the war over M-275.” Rosman
said the group, which has been fighting
the freeway for nearly four years,
would only go to court to stop it “as a
last resort.”

Because of the modified freeway’s
potential impact on wetlands in north-
west Oakland County and the Dodge
Park No. 5 recreation area, Rosman
scemed confident his organization
conld still stop the project.
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