War

Murphy s minions lead energy charge

By TOM LONERGAN
The pester in the Qakland County Public Works Building dmn 't mince

WOr

"The:e 's a WAR ON,” it says. “We are fighting for American energy

‘independence?”
. No, it's not a call to send the

Matines to Iran, but rather County

‘Executive Daniel Murphy’s way of telu-vg county employees why the

temperature in county buildings will

in at 65 degrees this winter.

- The posters show an oil derrick superimposed over a map of the USS.,
’wlu.h is decked out in Old Glory's red, white and blve.

most important

tels. Enorpy.
conservation is cur nation’s < -

weapon
- inthis vital battle,

- Carter gave the particulars of his energy pro-

¢

! ' .

THE INTENT of keeping county buildings at 65
degrees (78 in the summer months), according to
the poster, “is to win America’s freedom from
foreign oil cartels.”

Michael Niemann, director of public informa-
tion under Murphy, says the posters have been
“getting closer scrutiny” since Iranian students
seized the American Embassy in Tehran a month
agu. The posters have been up since early Octo--

Nnemann who wrote the poster, said- “it's not
intended to encourage militaristic thinking or
suggest military solutions.” But he admitted,
“Some people might be able to read (that) into it.”

He said the poster provides “a little bit of moti-
vation so people will conserve on their own.”

“There just about is a war going on if you listen
to (Iran’s Ayatollah Ruhollah) Khomeini,”
Niemann said. “It's not a sheoting war, but it's
certainly an economic war, a war of nerves.”
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THE POSTERS were County Mur-
phy’s idea following a speech he heard President
Jimmy Carter give this summer to a National As-
sociation of Counties meeting in Kansas City.

gram, ineluding ordering all buildings to main-
tain certain temperatures,

Niemann formed a committee which included
county commissioners John Peterson, R-Roches-
ter, and Alexander Perinoff, D-Southfield, to de-
velop the posters.

The committee, Niemann said, “didn’t want to
foster the idea that there be a military solution to
the (energy) problem.” But he added, if people
don‘t conserve, “military action could be the re-
suit.

THE POSTER addresses "Lhe credibility prob-
lem that the emergy crisis has,” according to
Niemann.

- “We all know most people are extremely skep-
tical o the energy crisis,” he said citing oil com-
pany profits, cartels and price-setting suits.

He said he hopes the poster leads people to not
“throw the baby out with the bath water.” The
country is “not independent” when it imports 50
percent of its oil, he continued.

“That rationale and logic apply no matter who
Lhe,good guys are or the bad guys are; 50 percent
is 50 percent. That’s all there is to it.”

The posters cost the county $350 to pnnt

AND THE printer, Oakland Busir.ess Forms of
Southfield, was so impressed with the message it
is trying to sell the.posters to local governments
in Oakland and other counties throughout the
state.
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ENERGY PLUS* Bill PAYING ASSISTAMCE.

HELP

HAVING TROUBI.E PAVING
YOUR ELECTRIC B|
Detroit Edison understands that

sometimes special problems arise that
make it difficult for customers to pay
bills on time—an illness,

loss of employment, an accident

or a disability.

If this happens to you, just visit,
telephone or write any Detroit Edison
Customer Office. Every office has
Customer Representatives who can
assist you with any bill payment
problem...and help you avoid over-
due bills that could result in a service

utolf.

Here are some Detroit Edison
programs designed to help you keep
your electric service account
up-to-date.

BILL PAYMENT COUNSELING
Detroit Edison's Customer Repre-
sentatives will offer advice and assist-
ance and suggest ways to obtain aid
for paying bills through public
assistance programs such as social
service, welfare agendies or the
Michigan Heating Assistance Pro- _
So, call or stop in at any
E‘s‘:omﬂ Office and talk dungs over.
PAYMENT PLARS
Therc'may be a ime when you are
temporarily- havmg trouble paying
your Edison bill. Payment p[ans are
availablé for any overdue bill and can
be tailored to fit your situation,

Other Detroit deson Programs
can help you avoid problems
arising from overdue bills:

DOUBLE NOTICE
PROTECTION PLAN

When you sign up for this Plan, you
will choose a relative, friend or
wmmumty cy to Teceive a copy
of any shutoff notice that may go to
you. The person or agency will be
able to contact you to find-the cause
* of difficulty and to help make ymcn!
amangements with Detroit

This Plan is especially helphal for the

eldirly, the sick, the shut-in or per-
soffs who spend cxtended periotl of -
tirhe away home.

SENIOR CITIZEN RATE
1f you are 65 years orolder and the
head of a houschold, this special rate
can help lower your electric bills if

you use less than 548 kilowatt-hours
2 month— 848 kilowatt-hours or less
if you have controlled electric water
heating combined on your regular
meter. [f you want more infermation,
phone or stop in at any Customer
Office. A Customer epresentative
will answer your %uslmns and

5ugga! lhe rate which best meets
your needs.
WISE USE OF ELECTRICITY

Detroit Edison has a wide selec-
tion of booklets on how to make .
the most of your electric dollar.

Just stop in at any Customer
Office and pick up what you need.

Detroit Edison does everything
possible to get in touch with you
when your electric bill.is overdue
to see if you need help. But you
can help by getting in touch with *
Detroit Edison. - *

Détroit Edison wants to do
everylhmg in its power to keep the
power in your hands.

So please help us help you.
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Botany 500
Zip Qut Lining
now $68
Reg. $95

Visit our new Boys
and Young Mens
Department
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PIZZA DISPATCH

INVITES YOU
TO AN

OPEN HOUSE

Sunday, December 9, 1979 12-5 pm
30002 West Twelve Mile Road
Farmington Hills, Michigan

Take a behind-the-counter look-at ong of
the fastest growing pizza companiesin the
country. You'll have the apportunity to
sample our procluct, talk with our people,
and get an inside look at how a Pizza
Dispatch store works. David K. Kilby,
Director of Franchising, Doming’s Pizza
Inc. will be on hand to answer questions

IT 1S UNLAWFUL TO OTTER OR SELL ANY
ERANGHISE WITHOUT FROVIDING YOU A 015,
CLOSURE CIRCULAR AT LEAST 10 DAYS PRIOR TO
ECUTION OF AHY BINDING CONTAXGT OB PAY:
MENTOF ANY CONSIDERATION ORAT THE TIMEOF
“YOUR FIRST MEETING WITH OUR REPRESENTA-
TIVE WHICHEVER IS EARLI

Easy beginners kit. Com)
Iate kit, Latch Mook incladed.
Washable, Ages 7-up.
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Colorod crystals n solution,
dipped Into volcanic
rocks, grow belore your
eyestAges Bup.

ol cauldr:
info mold & lift out flawer.
Instructions. Ages S-up.

MAGIC ROCKS

UNGLE MILTON TRANSCIENCE

Unbraskable 6" x 57 plastic.
Includes conicate for ants.
es Bup.
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