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' Legislators debate

Condo conversion spurs batttle

By JOHN B0ZZO

The scheduled conversion to condo-
miniums of huge numbers of apart-
ment buildings could be stalled by a
bill proposed by State Rep. John Ben-
nett, D-Redford. *

The bill would require a three-year
time lapse between an application for a

“It cost, maybe, $10,000-12,000 to
build those units as apartments,” Ben-
nett said. “They sell those units for
$50,000 as condominiums. It's profita-

ble for them, but it’s a kick in the teeth
for people who use the apartment.”

From July 1, 1978 through Nov. 1,
1979, there have been conversion appli-

cations from 84 different apartment

. ion and actual
approval of the project by the Depart-
ment of Commerce.

In addition, a conversion permit
would not be granted unléss 50 percent
of the existing tenants of the apartment
building had made preliminary agree-
ments to purchase a unit in the con-
dominium conversion.

Developers would be required to give
each tenant a notice of the planned con-
version, with each tenant having the
right to purchase a unit in the proposed
condominium,

“Say a developer has built an apart-
ment unit,” Bennett said. “In 10 or 15
years they use up their tax shelter. The
developer decides to sell the apart-
ments as condominiums.

totaling 5,735 units.

Conversion applications, which are
submitted to the Michigan Department
of Commerce, have included some
from the following suburban communi-
ties: Redford Township — one applica-
tion; Birmingham — six; Southfield —
11; Farmington Hills — two; Bloom-
field Township — two; Westland —
one; and Bloomfield Hills — one.

BENNETT'S INTEREST in the con-
dominium conversion problem was
sparked by last summer’s controversial
application from the owners of Villa

Joy Apartments in Redford Township..

An application requesting conversion
of the apartments was made under the
name Redford Villas,

BERROCAL

THE SCULPTURE OFﬁ

Following notification of the conver-
_sion, angry residents jammed a Red-
ford Township Board of Trustees meet-
ng.

One requirement for conversion is an
inspection by the local building inspec-
tor. Redford’s building inspector listed
a series of 11 alledged building code
violations in a letter to Charles Snider,
Villa Joy owner, and Dave Stewart, su-

i at their Bl eld Hills

“THIS IS A difficult problem, be-
cause we're decreasing the supply of
apartments,” Bennett said. “We're
making it harder on young adults and
older people to afford housing.”

‘The House Urban Affairs Committee
is now reviewing Bennett's bill. Howev-
er, Bennett is taking no chances, he's
working with Michigan Department of
Commerce people to write another bill,
i i ions from that de-

office.

Attempts to contact Snider or Stew-
art by phone and letter have been un-
successful.

Despite the alledged violations, Villa
Joy owners have satisfied Michigan
Department of Commerce Condomini-
Section
approved for sale

partment.

“This bill {the original) would give us
some time to study the problem,” Ben-
nett said.

Following is a list of the other local
applications:

Andrew Arms Condo-
miniums 2; Muriel Arms; Birmingham
Town Square; Pamela Place; and Con-
cord Square. N

» Southfield: Tiffany Square; Frank-
lin Orchard Town Homes; Windsor
Park; Twelve Pines; Walden Woods
Condominiums; Eleven Oaks; Clay-"
moor Condominiums; Meadow Grove
Villa Townhouse; North Park Towers;
North Park Place; North Park Square;
and Southfield Townhouses.

« Farmington Hills: Beechwood Hill
and Weodcreek Village.

um
Redford Villas was
Nov. 6.,

Prices of the Redford Villas condo-
miniums were listed, in their applica-
tion to the Department of Commerce,
as $21,900-23,900.

“I have received many, many com-
plaints,” Bennett said. “Many of the
complaints are bitter and from elderly
people. These people tell me they don't
have the money to buy a condominium
unit where they live. They ask me
where they are going to live.

You're cordially invited . .
our experts will entertain ou with the precision sculpture of
Miguel Berrocal. Youll bé amazed with the solid cast metal
clements as they click, slide. rotate, snap and fock into position.
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Eightcen works in limited editions of bronse, silver, and yold will

be demonstrated. Current investment prces range from $225 lo
S11.0600

1 PM-9 PM
1 PM-5 PM

THE GALLERY OF DIMENSIONS

TUESDAY-SATURDAY
SUNDAY AFTERNOON

CARPET CLEANING

SPECIAL
$5% off

Any Living Room and-Hall
plus any additional room 315

Reg. *30
Now
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> Shampoo and Steam Cleaning

[ UPHOLSTERY Steam or Dry Clean |
CALL NOW FOR APPOINTMENT :

ULTIMATE CARPET CLEANING

Profésslonal Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning
33223 W. Seven Mile (at Farmington)
Bonded and insured __Livonia

Scotch Guar:.
Avalable

476-8380
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“BUY FACTORY DIRECT FROM THE |
) MANUFACTURER” :
8torms and Screens for Sli.ing Glass Doors
« Featuring Interlocking Mesting Rail
«Very Best In Quality
+ Heavy extruded Aluminum
» Tempered, Float Glass
« Steel Ball Bearing Rollers
» Heavy duty Screen (Self Storing)
Colors: Mill - White, Bronze, Black
‘We aiso speclalize in:
« Lustra Wall Porch Enclosure
« Aluminum Siding

L3 86 2
b :

= 25%

Z DRESSES
thru 12-12-79
LatestIn Ladles Appore!
& Accessorio - Szes 3/4-18

Daily 9:30-9 Sunday 12-5
478-1360

GALLERY ART J3:

LAND CENTER
HoLIDAY SPECIAL
- 20% OFF

CUSTOM FRAMING

10% OFF

All Oriental Giftwear & Lamps

Good thru December 31, 1979
476-2132
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Happiness Is
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You can do all your
holiday shopping at

MIDDLEBELT AT il MILE

HAPPINESS IS—CARDS PEERLESS DELUXE
Flowers, Cards 'n Glfts SIFTS N LD CLEANERS
IRVING'S FABRICS CENTURY 21 Jewslry
4 Your READING EXPRESS CHATHAM SQUARE .
7 JEANSVILLE OPTICAL Seiko
7 Headquarters NISTA'S LITTLE CAESARS 7, &
FASHION N’ THINGS PIZZA TREAT
For Cmmp,? SUPERMARKET  GALLERY ART LQI\'D @ Bulova
i i REYCO DRUGS
~ Painsettias R0 DRUGS RANT BASKIN RopBns Wat(;hes
. MARGO'S CHILDREN'S 20%
Holiday Plants WEAR oft
Fresh Flower UN THE MALL)
ARDMORE SHOE REPAIR COIN D'OR JEWELRY
Arrangements EXTREME LOOK SALON & WATCH REPAIR Thru 12-15-79
- WINDFARD TRA MEN'S QUARTERLY ”
Dried Flower AMERICA'S STAMP ARBER LOUNGE In The A/Ia//
Arrangements STOP WEST 477-5321

Engineering whiz
Scott Moore (center), a student at North Farmington High School,
displays the special award he received from Dr. Oliver Coleman
(right), special project administrator at Lawrence Institute of Tech-
nology, for outstanding achievement on the National Engineering Ap-
titude Search Test. Also on hand to offer congratulations was high

school principal Clayton Graham (left).
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% OFF
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PAPERBACKS
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1980 Calendars

thru 12-12-79 with this ad -
477-7958
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CHATHAM SQUARE OPTICAL
(div. of Chelsea Opt., Inc.)
474-5333

Playing Santa? While you're buying
thoughtful gifts for others how about
something nice for#1 — YOUM!

A new pait of fashion glasses could
sharpen your looks and your outlook
for the new year! See us soont *
*With this ad: 20% off Rx eyeglass-
es/sunglasses if ordered by
12/24/79.
Eye Exams/Contacts by appt.

M.H. Sandles 0.D.

Robert Heeder Optician/Owner

" Largest selection
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» Prime Window Heplaca}nem
+V-Pan Awnings

: «Storm Windows and Doors
§ Condo and Apt. Ownors
. Uall Us For Estlmate

16 YEARS OF QUALITY EXPERIENCE
AND SERVICE”
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? Patio Door Sales, Inc.
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8AM 05 PM Weekdays
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25461 W. SEVEN MILE RD.
REDFORD TWP., MICHIGAN 46240
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You don’t have to be rich :

to do your Christmas
_ Shopping at
MARGO’S
See our large’
selection of
children’s clothing
at a price I the Chathem Square Mall
you can afford Farmington s Mchigan 48018
474-4412+474-4413

Randy and Carol

ol 538-6288  emorzine  538-6212

_478-9101
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SAT. 115

%’IL{UIG?J glaulllﬂﬂﬂ

IN THE CHATHAM SQUARE MALL

“FOR ALL YOUR TRAVEL NEEDS" any LBdlBa/
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_ With this Ad
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