Thursday, December 6, 1979

State basketball tournament

West Bloomfield glris to play Waterford Mott

By CJ.RISAK -

So far, so good.

West Bloomfield, the
top-rated team in the Ob-
server & Eccentric area
girls' basketball poll for
much of the season, beat
the No. 2 ranked squad,
Our Lady of Mercy, by a
66-52 margin in the dis-
trict finals to advance to
the state regional tourna-
ment.

The Lakers have now
won 21 of 22 contests. But
past records won't help
them much in their first
regional game against
Waterford Mott Thursday
at - Southfield-Lathrup
High School. Game time
is 7:30 p.m.

The winner will play in
the regional champion-
ship game Saturday
against the winner of

the team’s 49-46 upset
over Bloomfield Hills
Lahser in the district
finals at Rochester last
Friday.

A 2-1-2 z0ne defense
prevented Lahser from
geu.mg its inside game
going. But what concerns
West Bloomfield coach
Mike Greene the most is
one player — Martha
Schmitt.

“She’s outstanding,”
the Laker coach said
about Schmitt. “ We're
going to have to control
her so she doesn't control
the boards, like (Peggy)
Bortfield (of Bloomfield
Hills Andover) did
against us.”

THE LAKERS have
been winning but Greene
hasn’t - always been
pleased with his team’s

night's game
between Livonia Bentley
and Birmingham

Seaholm. The regional
findls will start at 7:30
p.m. at Lathrup.

Mott is now 15-7 on the
season and has been play-
ing better in the last few
weeks, as was evident in

" “We played well in the

last two games in t'«e reg- -

ular season, but not so
well against Andover (in
the district opener). We
were better against De-
troit Henry Ford (second
district game) and were
good against Mercy.”

One player Greene is
glad to have back is Katie
Odena, one of the team’s
co-captains who missed
most of the regular sea-
son with various illnesses
and injuries. Odena
scored 12 points and
pulled down 11 rebounds
against Mercy and had 15
points “against Henry
Ford

Schmltt a 5-foot-11
forward, is Mott’s major
offensive threat. Erin
McDow - and Brigette
Brennan join Schmitt on
the front line, with Sue
Souden and Mary Coaper-
rider at the guards.

speed is not one
of Mou‘s strengths, but,
with Schmitt handling the
ball, they ate capable of
breaking a press.

“We're going to have to
control the tempo of the
game,” is what Greene
says about the contest.
And that means control-
ling Schmitt.

This will not be the
first meeting of the sea-
son for the two teams. On
Nov. 6, West Bloomfield
whipped Mott, 52-32.

Prediction:  The
Lakers should win this
contest without much
trouble. Mott caught

Lahser on an off night in
the district finals, and
even then the Corsairs
had to play Lheir best to

West Bloomfield's bal-
ance, with Stephanie
Smith and Carolyn Bar-
cewicz at the guards and
Odena, Sandy DeSilvio
and Lynn Gerber on the
front line, will be more
than Mott can bandle.

WHICH LEAVES the
finals. Should West
Bloomfield advance, it
will probably meet Livo-
nia Bentley. Bentley has
a record equal to the
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OLSM 5’
geis clipped
on the road

By CJ.RISAK

Orchard Lake St. Mary's college cagers were on
the road for two games last weekend, and it was a
trip.coach Tim Domke probably wishes his team
neer took.

But the Eagles’ trip home was no better.

OLSM faced a pair of tough Ohio schools on Fri-
day and Saturday, Findlay University and Ohio
Northern, and came up on the short end in both
games. Findlay posted a 71-61 win, while Northern
grabbed a 99-77 decision.

The Eagles returned home Sunday, but their re-
ception was a rude one, as Grand Valley State Col-
lege invaded Dombrowski Fieldhouse and Jeft with
a 100-47 victory over OLSM,

“We've been shooting fabulously,” Domke said.
“We've been getting exceptional perimeter shoot-
ing. But we lived a little bit too much by it, and we
died by it.”

The three-games-in-three-days schedule was the
biggest contributing factor to the Eagles demise at
the hands of Grand Valley. “The kids’ legs were
dead,” Domke lamented.

Freshman forward Ed Barrett was one Eagle
who didn't have an off night against Grand Valley.
He finished with 14 points (including five-for-nine
from the field), eight rebounds, two assists and two
blocked shots. Aaron Hardaway netted 10 points for

TWO BLOOMFIELD Hills Lahser graduates,

Mark Principe and Mark Cheklich, led Grand Val-
- ley. Principe pumped in 20 points, while Cheklich
had 10 points and 14 rebounds.

Rebov.mdmg was -the key in the Eagle's loss to
Ndrthern. “They (Northern) beat us on the boards
prgtty bad,” Domke said, noting a 38-28 rebounding
edge for Northern,

e inability to stop Northern's mslde game also
pldgued OLSM. Center George Thieman scored 24
pofnts to lead the opposition, while the Eagles’
Crpig Blackwell had 24 points, with teammates
Smtt Glidden contributing 16 and Martin Eddy 12.

Gudden was OLSM's leading scorer against
Findlay with 12 points. The Eagles trailed by a 35-
24 margin at halftime and were still behind late in
the second half. Domke had his pldyers start foul-
ing Findlay to prevent them from sitting on the
lead, but the strategy failed as Findlay hit on 10
straight free throws to insure the win.

OLSM, now 2-3 on the year, hosts Oakland Uni-
versity Thursday at 7:30 p.m., then travels to Lake
Superior State College for a contest Saturday.

Former Laker

stars at Wayne

Brian VanGorder, a foothall standout during his
high school days at West Bloomfield, was one of
four Wayne State University players to be named
to the 1979 AL-GLIAC (Great Lakes Conference)

team.

-VanGorder, a junior linebacker, led the Tarter
defense in tackles for the second-straight season. -
He also led the squad in quarterback sacks, a rarity
fdr 2 linebacker. VanGorder picked off three ene-
my passes in 1879,

JHis brother Bob is also a member of Wayne
State's football team. .
+He joins teammates Don Sarnacki (Gabriel Rich-
ard) Keith Gllmore (Highland Park) and Jeff Ko-
vach (Southgate Aguinas) on the 23-man All-GLIAC

tdam.

North cagers
set for season

H
(Contifged from page 1B)
althodghlt may take the new coach awhile to orga-

i 7 We open our leagne season against
G Il find out in a hurry.”
| 2 Mike] will be Dean's new assistant ‘coach
o ai ‘North Farmington.

Highway,

Metropolitan Savings Association for the elec-
tion of -Directors and the transaction of such
other business as may be brought before the
meeting will be held at the Administrative Of-
fices of the Association, 31550 Northwestern
Farmington Hills,
Wednesday, December 19, 1979, at 3:00 p.m.,
Eastern Standard Time.

Michigan on

Victor T. Miller,
Secretary
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Lakers — it has lost only
once this year.

The Bulldogs should
beat Seaholm, which has
only a 13-9 record this
year. But they’ll have to
do it without their lead-
ing scorer, Sheila DeGra-
zia.

DeGrazia was suspend-
ed from the team two
weeks ago for discipli-
nary reasons. But Bentley
is still winning, with a
streak of 15 sttaxght vie-
tories.

n Benlleys 35-28 win’
over Livonia Stevenson in
the district finals last
Friday, the Bulldogs used
a tatic they haven't had
to resort to much this
year — a press defense.
But they did it well, forc-
ing several Stevenson
turnovers and turning the
tide of the game.

Even without DeGra-
2ia, Bentley has some tal-
ent. Carla Campbell, a
guard, and Kim ®lachta,
a center, were both All-

League picks by the
coaches of the Suburban
Eight Conference. Both
have averaged around 14
points a game.

But Bentley's defense
has been the key to its
success this season, and
that is what West Bloom-
field is going to have to
overcome.

Prediction: The
Lakers' season won't end
here. Bentley hasn't
played a schedule quite
as tough as West Bloom-
field' and playing without

THIS HOLIDAY
CREATE A BETTER HOME WHERE YOU LIVE

a starter won't improve
its chances.’

The Lakers are just
starting to peak. They
should, just in time (or
regmna! finals,

qunri\mately. it may
not do them any good. If+
they do win, they'll travel-
to Grand Blanc for a, ,

* quarterfinal game. The -

opponent will most likely- -

be Flint Northern. .
Northern is the defend- .-

ing Class A state champs : .

and hasn't lost a game in

two years,
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