By PAT BORDMAN

1 A child is injured.
A toy is recalled. Y
What happens? Who oversees?
There is someone who goes into the
wes to check the toys. She shops just
, e any other cystomer. She scans the
“1ives. She picks up an article here,
ks, replaces. She chooses -another
. wre and keeps it.
shirley Moore, consumer affairs spe-
l alist with the Consumer Product
;ely Comimission, is not making se-
ions for a birthday party. She is
»}ung for danger. The items she keeps
)1y be hazardous.
+* Perhaps a part too small, a point too
i arp. The gun aisle, listen to the noise.
i ke this one; it’s really loud.
1 All the bikes have reflectors. Don't
+-en look at the trikes, there are. no
" qulations for them.
:*On to the check-out. She pays just
‘e any other tustomer. The store
“*ner doesn’t even know she's been

. e
Her purchases will never be gift
apped or played with, These pur-
ases go to a tester. If Ms. Moore
' -pssed right, these toys will be re-
Jved from the shelves before another
~ild is injufed.

Professional musicians, both vocal
i instruntental, will combine their
ents with the Faith Covenant Church
; sloir for a: performance of Handel's
essiah” Sunday.
- IThe program will begin at 7:30 p.m.
éc. 16 in the North Farmington ngh

irmington Hills. There is no charge to
end the oratorio. -

The group was brought together by
;érald J3coby, director of instrumen-
1 music for West Bloomfield High

i Jloist i Connle Grubar gh,
poprang solol 18 e Grubay
cep m&um 4t-Oaklant University;
izkcelia Mack, who has toured Europe’
th the Wayne State University Cham-
| ¥ Singers, will be the alto sololst.
ffames Wmdnlug of Wayne State Uni-
fsity’s ‘music departmeat has been
lected ‘as tenor soloist, and Larry

Abass soloist.

Fhe instrumental portion of the con:’

$t will be provided by a varied group.
profestional musicians, and the cho-
portion will be sung-by the chofr of

tih Covenant Chureh, all under the
ection of Jacoby. .

ACOBY IS a graduate of Wayne
te University and served as asslst-
band dlrector there. .~

He toured Furopé with the universi-
s Men's Glee Club while servicng as
¢h tour manager and tenor soloist..
'The concert is spomred by Faith
pvenant Chi

Hoar T

2

‘or Handel’s

; phool atwitorium, 32900 13 Mile in-

« «hool and choir master for Faith Cov- -

, hrock, 2 newcomer to this area, will - :

EACH YEAR about 43,000 children
are treated in- hospital emergency
rooms for toy-related injuries.

Choosing items for their children’s
fun and entertainment, many parents
make the mistake of choosing toys with
no thought to their potential for harm.
Diversity and volume is 2 major part
of the toy problem.

‘There are approximately 150,000 dif-
ferent toys on the market at any time.

Because this is one of the most com-
petitive of industries, the toy manufac-
turers produce fresh, new, and differ-
ent selections every year to try and
lure sales. Each year 5,000 new toys
arrive on the shelves and 80 percent
fail. Competition is tough.

Mistakes and miscalculations are
possible and this makes the toy indus-
try vulnerable, especially in the area of
testing. Unless thorough and careful
testing is done with children and toys
together, the company may not learn of

and icati

of a particular toy. -

Thus government surveillance of
new toys is described by Ms. Moore as
*‘a phenomenal task and one that really
cannot be done adequately.”

THE CPSC concentrates its checking

Daniglle Doyon of Pontiac is not phased by thé move to electronic
toys. SBe is entranced by rows of stuffed animals in the Seuthfield
Toys ‘R’ Us stbre. All kinds of toys are subject to rigid goverpment
- survelllaﬂc! “for possible danger to children. (Staff photo by Mindy

‘Messiah’

‘The church bas been in Detroit for 65

of_toy products in the late fall of the
ki

but this has been a slow process. So far
been i only

year. This coincides with the
ty of the toy industry, which makes
about 80 percent of its sales in the last
quarter of the year.

“We are concerned with safety 12
months out of the year, said Ms. Moore.
“We only focus in on toys three months
of the year,” said Ms. Moore. “We only
focus on troys three months of the year,
October and November and December.
People are generally shopping for toys
more during this period of time whan
any other time during the year.”

‘The CPSC has been in existence since
1973 and is an independent regulatory
agency that reports directly to Con-
gress. The agency can order recalls,
levy fines and set standards.

Since 1973 it has been developing

for noise, sharp edges and points, and
electrical and thermal toys. Standards
for small parts will take effect in 1980.

The CPSC at one time issued a
‘banned - products’ list. This was
dropped several years ago. The con-
sumer now has no way to check a par-
ticular item to see whether it has been
banned or recalled by the agency. It is
possible that a banned product could be
on a store shelf.

“The toy manufacturers have be-
come quite sophisticated and quite
careful about the toys they manufac-
ture now,” said Ms. Moore. “Generally
the retailer does not want to be respon-
sible for any damage to anyone.”

TOY lNSPECﬂDN is not done at the
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toys only after they get on the shelves,”
reported Ms. Moore.

In addition to surveillance by investi-
gators, the CPSC relies on complaints
from consumers and monitors death
certificates to find deaths involving
consumer products. It also monitors re-
ports from hospital emergency rooms,
through the National Electronic Sur-
veillance System, of accidents involv-
ing consumer preducts. That means
that in most cases a toy must cause an
injury before its danger is discovered.
“We like,” said Ms. Moore,” to empha-
size the need for selectivity in getting
toys for children.”

Debby Belian of Southfield exercises
selectivity as she shops with daughter.
Mary Ann, age 5.

Care in the selection of her children’s
toys is a real consideration for this
mother. “Now they're out of the stage

. Safe, satisfying toys should ride with Santa

where sharp objects and small objects
are a factor, but 1 do look at edible
paints and there are sharp objects that
are still a problem. So [ do watch the
toys that they get.”

IT IS NOT ALWAYS in the manufac-
ture of a toy that a problem can occur.
Even after checking a toy carefully for
safety defects, one cannot be sure of its
safety once in the home.

“You must remember that there's al-
ways that single isolated incident in
which a child can misuse a toy and suf-
fer an injury or even death,” warned
Ms. Moore. .

One toy has just been recalled for
that very reason. The Holly Hobby Toy
Telephone 5o resembled the real thing,
that several children plugged in the
cord to electrical outlets and were
burned.
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HERE'S HOW WE DOIT: HERE ARE A FEW OF THE THINGS
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ROCKER ,
SALE

Oak @ Maple ® Pine
Starting

57 00 Value

COST

Values to
s 15200

COLONIAL - TRADITIONAL
FURNISHINGS & INTERIORS

SINCE 1952-

Soble’s
COUNTRY SHOPPE

20620 Fenkell (FIVP Mlle)
S DRI G

Sgnun

16" LONG KNICKERBOCKER
WRINKLED KNEE CAMEL

$349

¥ YOU :
{150 WORTH OF
TOYS AND GIFTS!

everytime you coms in, for the
drewing that will be held Dec. 18. (Win-
ner need not be present to win,) Tho i

8% TALL METAL & GLASS
HURRICANE CANDLE
53 00 Value

COST 7

937-8180

$1 19

LOCATION
27300 Plymouth
Redford Township,|

Located in the Farmer
Jack Shopping Mall
at Plymouth and Inkster
(Next to Taylor Furniture).

OPEN
MONDAY Thru SATURDAY
10 AM. To 10P.M.
SUNDAY
10AM.To5P.M.

SPECIAL

$5% off

Now
Any Living Room and Hall
plus any additional room $15

525
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