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Ali've or on

last legs?

45 % OF YOUR HEAT BILL CAN
BE CAUSED BY A DIRTY FURNACE

Disco dances some more

By JACKIE KLEIN

Discomania in the Detroit area has
been a musical phenomenon of the
1970s — a syndrome, a trend, a kind of
lifestyle. For some entrepreneurs,
disco has been a financial bonanza.

‘The question as we enter the 1980s is
whether disco is alive, well and thriv-
ing or tottering on its last frenzied legs.
Is it giving way to rock and roll or even
the return of romantic ballads played
by big bands? Will couples once again
dance cheek-to-cheek or continue to do
their own individual thing? -

Opinions vary. Ted Fuller who owns
Oscar’s in Southfield's 12 Mile-
Northwestern area, claims his place is
still jumping. Membership, $175 for
new joiners and $150 for renewals, is
strong, he maintains.

‘The average age of his clients is 40,
Fuller says, and non-members pay a
cover charge of $3, §5 on weekends.
Fuller doesn't like the idea that Oscar’s
has been labeled a disco. He'd rather
have it known as a dance nightclub,
patterned after those in New York.
Anyone opening a real, pure disco to-
day is in trouble, he contends.

Whether it's called a disco or a
nightclub, Oscar’s is a meeting place
for singles and a night-on-the-town spot
for couples as are other chi-chi estab-
lishments around town. Disco dancing
is known as a “tension breaker” — fan-
tasy time.

MOST DISCOS require proper attire
but some aficionados have a special
wardrobe to blend in with the
discotheque image.

Disco appeared to be slipping until
the movie “Saturday Night Fever” re-
vived it, breathed new life into it and
seemed to make it bigger and better.
The music is loud, lights flash and
flicker and dance floors are filled with
writhing bodies.

For one reason or another, at least
two Southfield disco’s bit the dust!
When the Raleigh House closed, the Gi-
raffe, a popular disco inside, became a
casualty. The Landing, an outer space
disco on Southfield Road and 10 Mile,
went out of business along with the res-
taurant upstairs.

The Perfect Blend in the Fidelity
Building on Evergreen and Northwest-
ern isn't allowed a sign outside. It's
hard to find and former owner, Marty
Kopitz, had to resort to expensive ad-
vertising.

The disco has been sold and now fea-
tures Sunday night platter dancing for

teens and other music during the week.
A year ago, Benny's opened on
Northwestern Highway and Franklin
i It

electronics, he claimed.
“Disco listeners look for a beat to
dance by and rely on plastic egos for

Road at the
was billed as a “disco extravaganza”
and an ultra-chic nightclub.

Then came Scandals in the Ramada
Inn on Telegraph and 11 Mile. Rose
Lieberman is planning to open the
Rosebud in the American Motors Cen-
ter. It was to feature adult disco but
will probably be more of a night club
dance spot.

ALL TOLD, there are about 20 discos
in the Detroit area. But some predict
diseo will be hustled off the scene like
the blink of a strobe light.

A drummer who wrote a letter to
Modern Recording magazine, published
by Cowan Corporation, called disco a
dirty word. He pointed out that 35 to 40
percent of Billboard’s top 100 songs are
judged by record sales to teens 13 to 18
years old. And, the writer contended,

, they're not exactly music connoisseurs.

Almost all disco songs are per-
formed by musicians who couldn’t hack
it in the competitive market of jazz or
rock, the drummer maintained. He
claimed musicians between the ages of
13 and 18 have little trouble perform-
ing the primitive art of disco (especial-
ly boys whose voices haven't changed
yet). .

“Many musicians are hostile towards
disco because half the clubs in the
country which used to support live en-
tertainment are now spinning records,”
the drummer said.

The recession of 1979, he said, is hit-

ting the entertainment business hard .

enough without multiplying the prob-
lem by closing clubs to musicians. Few
new local bands are forming because of
the lack of available clubs in which to
perform, he contended.

“How is the next generation of musi-
cians going to be able to acquire stage
presence and the business know-how to
fight the androids behind the scenes?”
the writer asked. “It's 2 shame to
watch in garages and basements poten-
tial superstars of tomorrow who proba-
bly will never get a chance to perform
for a live audience.

DISCO DRUMMERS will be re-
placed by electronic rhythm units, the
writer predicted. Disco isn't the biggest
thing happening in music today, he as-
serted, The biggest thing is the almost
inconceivable technological break-
throughs in the art of recording and
major advancements in the field of

crunch and the recession hit and the

“Disco is
to music what Elch -a-Sketch is to art,
and it will change to something of finer
musical quality.”

Another letter writer in the maga-
zine said, “Not only do I say ‘no’ to
disco, I say ‘death’ to disco. Let's not
waste time on Muzak-sounding me-
chanical drivel. I'm not against dance
musie — just against trash that money-
hungry execs choose to put on disc joc-
key's playlists.

“Let's not bend to this anti-musical
trend but find alternative music forms
that won't be encountered in a waste-
land of pop music.”

‘There have been reports that the Bee
Gees musical group is splitting up.
They reportedly are tired of the disco
label and sick at the thought they might
grow old repeating themselves.

ACCORDING TO People Magazine,
published by Time Inc., in 1978, “Satur-
day Night Fever” sold more than 15
million albums making America a
disco heaven. Then suddenly the gas

whole stack of wax went straight to
meltdown. The tremors are every-
where and recession has “affected ev-
eryone in the music industry. Fans feel
the pinch too.

Music is less important than food,
the magazine points out, and people
don’t have as much bread to throw
around on concerts, albums or
discotheques.

Some say the reason for the down-
turn is that the music is wosse and
we've been discoed to death the last
couple of years. Others can’t tell one
group from another and hope true mu-
sicians will rise to the top one day.

“Disco Steppin’ Out™ magazine, pub-
lished by Laufer Co., talks about the ul-
timate in discoing — the trends of to-
morrow for the dancers of today who
are so into disco they know whzt 's com-
ing.

Amtrak claims the first chartered
disco car on which a group danced its
way overnight from New York to Mon-
treal apd back without missing a beat.
The train ear was complete with bar
and dise jockey.

Some braver discotheques are add-
ing roller skates, fire dancing, hot tubs
and highwire artists. Successful acts in
disco’s short but powerful history are
aware it all may end. But they say a
little shaking and grooving makes up
for some rational thinking.
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HAVE YOU HAD
*  YOURS CLEANED?

FALL SPECIAL CLEANING $3Q95
ANCHOR HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

522-3007

{w We ve yat it

Alll

in Time

B
« Storm Doors [

Quallty Trapp Doors

«Basement Storms
* Tub & Shower Enclosures
» Storm Windows

10%

off any Quality |

TRAPP DOOR |
Good thru 1-31-80 }

#ﬂlm GLASS, Inc.

Serving Your Complete Glass Needs Since 1915
8770 Canton Center Rd.

22855 Orchard Lake
Farmington
476-0730

Canton
459-6440

W2VEA

28735 Plymouth Rd.
Livonia
261-9050

Healthy Holiday Gift Suggestions
We're Going Coed! -
Ladies, Join Now and

SAVE 60%

For as little as 21¢ per day, our
revolutionary exercise center will help
you start your slim down program

NOow!

Only %2 hour, two or three times per

week is all it takes!

2

MEN’S HOLIDAY SPECIAL

for the

price of

« Free trial workout « Gift certificates
available « Family memberships

available

NAUTILUS FITNESS CENTER

28350 W. 8 Mile
Farmington Hills 476-7118

1

Gladding

Glad-A-Bog 2

Outdoor Fun for
'the Entire Family!
Great As Gifts, Too!

Toboggans

6 ﬂ.4295 8 fL5495

‘FL

Throughout,
Qur Store:

Games - Dolls
Craft Kits
* Stutfed
Animals

DISC
Paris Champion Fastback

SLEDS

39" to 54”

18 to 26

Toboggan Pads

«13% L17%
YING

549

MEN’S & WOMEN’S
FIGURE SKATES

MEN’S HOCK‘EY

GIRLS’
FIGURE

1 795 _2 1 50
25%-59%

BOYS’
HOCKEY

2388

[(-31

OPENDAILY9am -9pm. SATURDAYSam -7 p.m.
. sundaywam -3 p.m.




