The Gathering Place

Staff and seniors pay tribute to Loretta Conway

LORETTA CONWAY

By Loraine McCLISH

When the curtain came down on
“Musical Madness” in Mercy Center
Saturday, a basket of about 350 person-
al messages was presented to Loretta
Conway in tribute to the woman who
founded The Gathering Place.

The notes, written on ‘stationery
shaped as a heart, were heartfelt mes-
sages spelling out personal experienc-
es. Writers were expressing the enjoy-
ment they derived from frequenting
the area’s center for senior adults.

The notes came from present and
former members of the staff, the sen-
ior adults, a host of persons who have
been volunteers at The Gathering

Place, and those who have interned
there.working for degrees in gerantolo-

.

“Musical Madness” was the seniors’
first full-scale musical production, and
it gave promise of being the first of
many. It was like 2 dream come true
for the woman who had founded the
center in October 1974.

Her dream of staging the musical
was based on her awareness of the mul-
tiple talents she discovered among the
area’s seniors, and she felt those tal-
ents needed showeasing.

Her original script made room for a
cast of about 75, displaying talents, she
discovered, that in some cases had
been hidden for years.

THE GATHERING Place now lures
about 130 senior adults through the
green doors at Mercy Center every
weekday.

It got its start with Ms. Conway, a
small staff of volunteers, and a budget
that came from the proceeds of a ‘cof-
fee machine in American Legion Hall.

It was open two days a week. One
visitor came a week, a librarian who
brought a cart of books. Periodically a
nurse or a social worker would come in
for atalk.

Arts and craits classes were added.
Then the Farmington Arts Foundation
set up oil painting classes.

The number of participants kept
growing, but the big jump in numbers

came when Ms. Conway brought in the
nutrition program, offering hot lunches
five days a week.

Another big jump in numbers came
one summer a few year ago during a
grandparent-grandehild pirnic Ms.
Conway had arranged. When the heads
were counted, the usual summer drop-
off in numbers had not occurred that
year.

“SHE HAS worked night and day
programming regular classes, special
events, getting the seniors on trips and
getting things planned for them to do
on weekends,” said Yvonne Singer, who
is now a paid staff member. Ms. Singer
heads up The Gathering Place’s arts

and crafts activities.

“J think if there was an eighth day in
the week she would devote that, too, to
this program.”

Ms. Conway gives credit to Michigan
State Rep. Sandy Brotherton (R-Farm)
for aiding her in a number of instances.
Rep. Brotherton pushed for grants,
larger quarters, and cutting through
red tape for more services to senior.
adults. .

She has also had the steady help of
attorney Dale Winnie, a regular speak-
er in The Gathering Place, who an-
swers questions and doles out legal
advise on a volunteer basis.

(Continued on page 5B)
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Breaking out of the mold

Forest Park: called

‘A church in the

process of becoming’

By LORAINE McCLISH
Joe Hall ¢elebrated his first anniversary as pas-

Park Baptist works with a paid minister, a paid
part-time secretary and a custodian.

Larry Kent is

(FRRB

Joe Hall, a minister
for 10 years and now
completing his first
year as pastor for
Forest Park Baptist
Church, talks from the
sanctuary of the
congregation’s new
church about his
personal feelings and
philosophies. The
chureh’s greatest
growth has come

tor of Forest Park Baptist Church the same month
that the congrégation moved its quarters from a
small plot on Shiawassee and Inkster to the center
of Farmington Hills.

Forest Park's new buildings and grounds, ap-
praised at $1.3 million and the former site of Uni-

, versity Hills Christian Reform, are on Farmington

"-Hall said, “Itcertam}ylsmtmp

S8E

Road just south of I-696,
Speaking from the sanctuary;of hu new church,
it?

“There is no Baptism fank. No pew No choir
loft. 2t just dqesntﬂt the mold.

““But I like the idea of Imaking out n£ ﬂmt‘ ‘mo]
1like the theatre-in-the-round effect. I like the idea
of not separating the clergy from the church family
with a high altar.”

‘The mold to which he refers is a concept “South-
ern Baptists have. brought upon themselves. They
brought their philosophies to the north and it
doesn’t {it,” he said.

“What we should be doing is taking what we have
to offer and molding the m&age 0f Christ to reach
the metropolitan areas.”

o this effort, Hall describes mstpmmp'

tist, as “A chm—ch in the proc&s n!beeumlng "

THE mnmm University Hills Christian Céniér
was put up for-sale at the same time the Forest
Park Baptist congregation was concluding a study
onits future goals. ,

“Roughly,” Hall'said, "the conclusion was that
with limited space and land: ;e were going to be
Timited to any real growth. Moyiny
of town into the center of Farmmgian Euls wm
help that growth.”

But the final decision to purchase the new prop-
erty, Hall belleves, is the educational building, di-

tian Education Prograny and our family concept of
studying, they could never have designed that
building better,” Hall said. .

About 150 persons attend Forest Park Bible
study sessions every week and services draw about
180.

“So it is not a large congregation and the move
might prove difficult, financially, for us for a little
while, though we are all excited about the total po-
tential,” Hall qaid.

‘All money gifts to the church are volunteered.

“WE BELIEVE in tithing, but I don't ask how
much you made last year and I don't know who
gives what. Nobody gets dunned. We do not have
sales or bazaars or any fund-raisers,” Hall said.

‘When Hall was asked if he was morally opposed
to fund raisers, he answered, “I think there is a
good, better and best way'of doing -things and I
think best in this case is free will offerings.”

As money is given voluntarily, so !.! time. Forest

g from a corner

the church's minister of music.

Help for moving day came from the congrega-
tion, and members can still be seen at the church
every day doing odd-lot chores during the settling-
in period.

With the new space, Hall envisions a day care
center with a Christian prospective and other the
possibilities — suck as Eastern Michigan Universi-
ty. using the facilities for its out-reach programs;
art ‘classes offered to the community at no cost
other than materials; and offering classes in moral

Con

unlty Callege’s Orchard R(dge Campus.

-Nncepts to the students across tb# street on Oak-

“I DISAGREE with those who believe the pulpit
is only for the word of Jesus,” Hall said.
“I think we have to offer

Borst)

about in the past four
years, and with the
purchase of a much
larger church and
grounds, he expects
greater growth ahead.
. (Staff photo by Randy

and our need now is to get involved with everything
from what the city council is up to, to ministries for
our senior citizens and if those citizens are being
fed.”
Father of three children, Hall says that he and
his wifé are in perfect agreement that their home is
+ aplacé isto live in, and not a showease.

“And 5o with the church,” he said. “It should be
- practical and functional. Not an object that you
must worship. -

“If 1 have anything to say about it, we will never
have pews here, The mobility (of moving chairs) is
too good of & concept to give up. It makes it a place
for areal church to meet.”

- Hall described Forest Park Baptist as “being

only. loosely affiliated with the Southern Baptist

Convention. For. the large part, we act autonomons-
S -

Forest Park Bapl!st congregation meets fof ot
fee and fellowship every Sunday morning .at’9:30

. :un. This is followed by Family Bible Shldy at 9 45
“Famxly Bible Study would be mmpmble to ’

Sunday School, but our Sunday Schoo! is not just for
kids,” Hall said.

Wors aip serviceis at 11 am.
Church training in Christan living is scheduled
every Sunday at 6 p.m.
This Hall described as “a step beyond Sunday
School.”
Sunday evenlng worship service isat 7 p.m.
Wednesday, evening activities Hall described as
“something fof everybody, running simultaneously
from 5:30 p.m. on.”

‘This includes Bible study, music study, music re-
hearsals and misslonary works with something
scheduled for all age groups and special interests.

Taping the Sunday worship services for shut-ins
is an on-going practice. These are available by call
ingthe chumh office at 476-0080.

"In the seven years sln ,.Un[
tian Reform Cburch first ding on the
grounds at Farmington Road," 'ionf.h of 1-698, the
plot has had a rather complex history. .

Even now, after the site has been purchased by

Church.!

Not long after the original church was built, John
Wesley College, a Christian ‘college near Owosso,
leased.porunuomemdnmvnxvexmymns
Christian Refc 5 buiild & 2

the property for use inits odtreach proj

own as

classes, the eamplex becalna
Hills Christian Center.

Hope Lutheran Chnmb. mde up ul a eonm
tion that once belonged to Peace Lutheran Church,
came to use'the church sanctuary for lts services

dwhuﬂdingom

program, :
© When this was opened to the community for
Unlvmzlty .

Old 51gns still apphcable
on new aner s property

while waiting for its new edifice to be built on 12
MileRoad. | .

Church still uses the building for worship
services; though construction is going well enough
on the new property to give promise that Christmas
services will be given there.

UNIVERSITY Hills Christian Reform congrega-
tion remains on the property for its worship ser-

- vices'with an agreement with the new owners.

“With worship services and Bible studies and
Sunday Schiool and choir practices, somehow we fit
itall In," sald Pastor Joe Hall, of Forest Park Bap-

st Church. . *

“On Sunrhyu alone, some service or another is
nmnlnz from 8:30 am, until noon.”
As Forest Park’ Baptist is still in the throes of

* vgetting settled into University Bills Christian Cen-
ter,

the Salvation Army is in the throes of getting
settled into Forest ParEs lurmer building, on the
mmud

Scan Design now has many really
unique items on display in our main
showroom.

We have wine. racks and decanters,
carving platters, cheese boards, assorted
wine accessories, woks, and many more,
too numerous to mention.

Come in and see our selection and
this Holiday Season, give qifts_that will
last forever!

Items shown above (Clockwise):
Large teak carving platter..

Salad bowl with utensils..
Chip and Dip tray....
Individual salad bowls
Teak carving platter...

Maln Showroom: : : e Warehouse Outlet:

West Bloomfield 5 - A S y Troy

3325 Orchard Lake Road - 1061 E. Long Lake Road
Keego Harbor, M| 48033 Troy. Mi 48098

626-0031 528-9050

Store Hours: Mon., Thurs.. Fri. 10:00-9:00. Tues., Sat’ 10:00-5:30. Sunday 12:00-5:00. Closed Wednesday.
Design Service is available at Main Showroom only.
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