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 Dem panel takes a dig at road board operations

By TOM LONERGAN

\ The Oakland County Road Commis-
sion “is basically an efficient unit of
‘government,” according to county
:Democrats, but “leaves much to be de-
sired from the people’s point of view."

In a 10-page report released earlier
this month, a committee appointed by
‘the County Board of Comimissioners
‘Democratic Caucus rapped the meet-
ing attendance of the three-man, all-
‘Republican Board of County Road
‘Commissioners.

s
county board Democrats last June to
monitor the road commission.

Others were Stanley Friedman of
Bloomfield Township, a real estate bro-
ker, and William Parker of Milford, a
retired teacher and Michigan Educa-
tion Association official. Freidman,
who chaired the committee, has re-
signed because he couldn’t spare the
time for it, Eby said.

Prior to this year, the road board had
been a bi-partisan body, with both
Democratic and Republican members.
Several months after the Republican-
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county board approved an

the road bid-
.ding policies and said resident com-
-plaints play second fiddle to road com-
mission staff interests.

TWO ROAD commission officials,
who said they have not received a copy
of the two-week old report, called some
:of its charges “nonsense” and said the -
report was ‘“strictly politically
‘motivated.”

. The report was written by Donald
-Eby of West Bloomfield, president of .
‘Bloomtfield Office Supply and Service,
Eby was one of three men tapped by

"To tell the Truth

11 ican road panel, the Demo-
crats formed their monitoring commiit-
tee,

WHILE THE committee alleged
nothing “illegal or improper” against
the road commission, Eby questioned
the way the board of road commission-
ers operates.

He said he has scen the road board
“skid through a 85-item agenda in
about 10 minutes.

“It's|interesting how quick they can
go through these things. No time have I
seen any unit of government go through

Sojourner Truth, born a slave some:
time between 1779 and 1800, made
Battle Creek her home until her death

‘It's interesting how quick they can go
through these things. No time have I seen any
unit of government go through 30 to 35 agenda
items so fast. It’s like they’re psychic.’

— Donald Eby

30 to 35 agenda items so fast. It's like
they're psychic.

“It leads me to ask: are the commis-
sioners — in reality — violating the
(state Open Meetings) Act?”

THAT ACCUSATION was rebutted
by road board chairman Fred Hought-
en, Rochester:

“If they're saying that we make deci-
sions ahead of time, that's completely
erroneous.”

Houghten said the board of road
commissioners has not violated the
Open Meetings Act, which prevents a
quorum of a government committee
(two commissioners in the road board’s
case) from discussing a business meet-
ing agenda item in secret. -

He said items on a road commission *

weekly meeting agenda are often
“items that have all been approved in
the budget.”

“They're isn't anything to discuss,”
Houghten added.

THE DEMOCRATS didn't mention
the open-meetings issue in their writ-
ten report, but raised the question at a
county Democratic Party caucus meet-
ing earlier this month and in recent
comments to a reporter.

“It's not really detailed,” Bunny
Goldman, Oakland County Democratic
Party coordinator, said of the report.
“These aren't new revelations, but they
are concerns.”

Democrats plan to continue the mon-

itoring committee and add a member.

Ms. Goldman said the road commis-
sion hasn’t been sent a copy of the re-
port, but added that county bpard Dem-
ocrats want to meet with Houghten and
Road Commission Managing Director
John Grubba.

“I'd be perfectly willing to send them
a report if they wanted one,” Ms. Gold-
man said.

GRUBBA LABELED as “nonsense”
the report’s contention that enly half of
the road commission’s meetings be-
tween mid-January and mid-November
had a quorum of members present.

The report lists the road commis-
sioners’ attendance record for that pe-
riod and shows all three commissioners
were present for 19 of 38 meetings.

However, a quorum is only two
members, Grubba said.

Houghten added: “Maybe they better
learn to add.” The road commission
has cancelled meetings due to lack of a
quorum “once or twice all year,” said
Houghten.

“I'don’t think they (the Democrats)
have had anybody at our meetings in
about two months.”

Eby said he has been to “70 percent”
of the road commission meetings since
the Democrats formed the committee
last summer. Freidman and Parker
have been to fewer meetings, he said.
The last commission meeting attended
by a committee member was Nov. 26,
Eby added.

REGARDING BIDS, the report says
few vehicle and equipment dealers and
office supply dealers “are aware of
road commission needs.”

Eby, who owns an office supply busi-
ness said, “Now that I've become
aware of it, I have my company bid-
ding on these needs.”

But prior to his submitting bids, Eby
said only two office supply dealers in
Oakland County were awarded pur-
chase orders.

“This seems rather strange” he
wrote, “in view of the fact that there
are over 70 office supply dealers in
Oakland County.”

Grubba said, “I don't have any com-
ment on what he thinks is strange.

“We have no elosed bidding list. Any-
one can submit their name to the pur-
chasing department and get on the
Hist.”
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for Christmas

If you're feeling a little overwhelmed

by shopping for toys, try this.

It's a little bizarre trying to shop for toys
these days, isn't it? Why not look for
something just as good - and just as
welcome - where you can also have a little
peace and quiet. Perhaps look at a few
things for yourself as well. Try books. Not
just books. Extra special books. And we
can recommend a few.

The most fantastic, unbelievable and
delight provoking pop-up book we've ever
seen is Haunted House (Dutton). It is the
ultimate extension of the pop-up craft. In-
terestingly enough, we can rarely get it out
of the hands of adults, but when we do,
kids love it. And no one can understand
why it costs only $7.95.

For preschoolers, see the Acomn Magic
Reader leaming books. This series is the
single most important development in

preschool programmed leaming materials. e
It embodies all the necessary basics of

reading and takes a young child step-by- 1
step from his or her first word to first

Northwestern Highway at Orchard Lake (next to Dunham’s) 855-9353
Monday through Saturday: 10 a.m. to 10 p.m.. Sunday 10 a.m. to 7 p.m,

sentences. Six collections - buy individually
{each $5.79), or as a set.

We also very much like the Art for
Children series (Doubleday, $6.95). Each
book presents briefly, directly, and im-
aginatively the work of the world's finest
and most appealing artists. Da Vinci,
Raphael, Renior, Michelangelo, etc. A truly
delightful and educational series for art
lovers of all ages.

And for young artiststo-be, we have the
Draw 50 series (Doubleday, $6.95). Five
Volumes take the reader on step- by-step,
insightful lessons into the world of
drawing.

So you see, save yourself time and trou-

ble . . . and noise. Try Browse first. We
have hundreds of gift giving ideas.
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Countess Mara ties up the holidays in pure silk.
their new Fashionberry collection in blue, brown or red, each
bearing the famous CM coronet. $21.50. :

WOODWARD AVENUE ¢ SOMERSET MALL o (3131964-2300
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The Eltron® by Braun AG has a foil so thin, it shaves skin-close.
Oblong-shaped holes with six cutting angles catch, corner and cut his
beard right at the face. The narrow head shaves very closely even in
hard-to-get-at places. The slim, compact Eltron fits comfortably and
securely In his hand. The platinum coated foil slides comfortably across
his face. The results are eye-catching. Eitrons are dual voltage shavers,
he'lluse it in Michigan, Munich or Manilla. Shaver shown has hard protec-
five case and mirror, $65. Also available with travel case, mirror stand
and wall holder all-in-one, $70;: and the totally cordless, rechargeable
onany voltage Eifron shaver with wall bracket, $85. In Hudson's Personal
Care at Northland, Eastiand, Oakland and Fairiane only.




